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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE VIEW that he would like to see architects’ rules [of pro- 
fessional conduct] enlarged to allow them to become directors 
of building and material producing firms has been expressed by 
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Housing. p. 531 


THE COMPETITION organised by the Dover Corporation 
for the design of flats, is reviewed on p. 536 


IN THE FIRST EIGHT MONTHS of the year, 197,347 
permanent houses were built in Great Britain. p. 547 


4 COLLECTION of photographs of architects’ work is to be 
made by the RIBA. Details of the scheme are on p. 547 


‘WHILS T it is not so spectacular to improve an old house as 
it ts to build a new one, the fact remains that eight or ten houses 
may be made permanent modernised homes for the cost of build- 
mg one new one,” said Mr. Harmar Nicholls, JP, MP, when 
he presented a paper at the sixth annual Local Government 
Conference held at Margate on October 7. p. 548 


THE BASIC WEAKNESS of planning at present is the lack 
of planning on a national level.” This view was expressed to 
the Local Government Conference by Mr. D. Walker-Smith, 
MP. Dp. 549 


THE LCC HOUSING COMMITTEE have approved a 


programme of work to be carried out by direct I 556 
* P. 


AN AMENDMENT pledging the Labour Party to the national- 
isation of the building and civil engineering industry was 
rejected by a large majority at the Party’s annual conference 
held at Margate recently. p. 556 


EXTORTIONATE WATER CHARGES 


RECENT letters to The Builder have disclosed a deplorable 
- state of affairs in regard to the supply of water for 
building. These letters show beyond all reasonable 
that a number of statutory water undertakers are using 
monopoly position to make exorbitant charges for 
supplied to building sites. In one case, for instance, a well- 
known firm of builders was erecting a factory at a contract 
price of approximately £250,000; the boundary 
two water authorities passed through the site, but water was 
obtainable from only one of these authorities. i 
laid on water through a meter, but the other authority had 
the right to levy the charge for this water as the site was held 
to be in its area for rating purposes. 
charged some {907, based on the contract figure, whereas 
the value of the water at the rate charged by the supplyi 
authority was less than {100. When the contractors disputed 
the charge, the authority cut off the water; the contractors 
then _ the charge to prevent the work being brought to a 
standstill. 


A charge of {907 on a contract figure of approximately 
£250,000 represents a charge of about 7s. per cent.; on the 
basis that the water actually cost less than £100, it is fair to 
assume that a reasonable charge would have been something 
like gd. or 10d. per cent. 


Unfortunately, this is by no means an isolated case. A 
charge of 5s. per cent. on the contract price ap to be by 
no means uncommon. Indeed, in one case which has been 
reported to us the charge was ros. per cent. It is a fair 
inference that in all these cases there was gross overcharging. 
This is borne out by comparison with the rates charged by 
other authorities in the districts concerned. 

The actual rates charged do not, however, end the matter. 
The method of charging by reference to the contract figure 
is also unsatisfactory. Although it is no doubt a simple and 
convenient method, it affords no inducement to i 
the use of water and it takes no account of the method of 
construction employed. If it is deemed desirable to 
reference to the value of the work done, then at least only the 
wet trades should be taken into account. The i 
this will be obvious to anyone who is at all familiar with 
building operations, but it may nevertheless be useful to 
quote an actual example. A firm of builders were erecting 
some 14 houses and bungalows in the home counties. The 
water authority demanded a payment in respect of 
dwelling of £8 for the first £2,000 of the contract price and 
5s. per cent for the balance above that figure ; on this basis 
builders would have been required to pay over {115 for 
whole scheme. They were able, however, to persuade 
authority to make allowance for trades not using water, 
to base their calculations on the scheme as a whole and not 
each house separately ; as a result the charge was reduced 
£38. It is perhaps significant that this was done after 
builders had told the authority that they would, if necessary 
exercise their right of appeal to the Minister of i 
Local Government. Even the charge of £38 seems to 
been too high. The builders from the very outset 
a metered supply to be charged on the actual amount of 
used. This the authority refused, but the builders estimated 
that, if this were done and the price fixed according to the 
rates charged by a neighbouring authority for metered 
supplies, the amount payable would have been less than £10. 
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namely, that the authorities were both overcharging and 
allowing for waste of water.) No other conclusions seem 
possible, since it is hardly likely that the company which 
would have charged less than {10 were supplying at a loss or 
that they were in an exceptionally favourable position. 


The most satisfactory method of charging is obviously by 
meter. The use of a meter is an encouragement to the 
builder to see that water is not wasted, and it avoids the 
necessity of the water authority fixing rates to allow for waste. 
It is hard to see why any authority should refuse to permit the 
use of a meter; where this method is adopted, it seems to 
work well enough, and any authority which refuses a metered 
supply exposes itself to the suspicion that it is trying to 
overcharge. 


There is yet another unsatisfactory feature of the present 
arrangements. Section 27 of the Water Act, 1945, provides 
a right of appeal to the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment in cases where no satisfactory agreement has been 
reached as to the terms and conditions on which water is to 
be supplied. Unfortunately, it appears to be the Ministry’s 
practice not to entertain an appeal in any case where the water 
has already been supplied. It is only fair to add that the 
wording of section 27 is such as to justify the Ministry’s 
practice. But the consequences are unfortunate—builders 
cannot afford to hold up work pending the outcome of an 
appeal to the Minister, and the Minister himself should be 
the last person to wish this to happen. It is monstrous 
that the builder should be compelled to submit to extortionate 

































charges to avoid the delays inherent in making an appeal NO 
indeed, such a situation defeats the obvious intention of the 

Water Act that builders and other non-domestic users shou; ARCH 
be protected against the abuse by statutory undertakers of CRI 
their monopoly. If the Minister fears that some awkwarj. R. 
minded authority might challenge his jurisdiction if he a. n 
cepted an appeal after the supply has been laid on, he shoulg 2S" 
take immediate steps to secure the necessary amendment tp on Oc 


r archite 
the Water Act. buildie 
To sum up :— He | 


(1) There is considerable evidence of widespread and gs 
serious overcharging by statutory water undertakers 


both local authorities and companies. Th 
(2) Builders should have the right to insist on . Mj * ‘ 
metered supply. pas) 
(3) Where the supply is not metered, the basis of ee 
charge should be the value of the work done by the wet “W 
trades, and not the total value of the contract. build 
(4) The right of appeal to the Minister should be ov 


extended to enable the appeal to be brought after the Mr 
supply has been laid on. house 


These objectives could readily be achieved by a simple which 
measure which could be drafted with the minimum of trouble 5 * 
and need not take up a great deal of Parliamentary time. It 
is to be hoped that the Minister will give this matter his 
urgent attention. The present situation is intolerable and 
should be remedied at once. 


RIBé 








ALUMINIUM SKYSCRAPER.—In this new 410 ft. high 
skyscraper at Pittsburgh, USA, which has been built for the 
Aluminum Company of America, aluminium has been used for 
the external cladding. The structural skeleton is made of steel, 
but, because of the much lighter aluminium walls, lighter steel beams 

than usual could be used. In this way, over 3,000 tons of steel 
weegvere saved. Aluminium was also substituted for a variety of other 





materials. It was used for conditioning ducts and water pipe ; 
and it replaced copper for wiring. The building is entirely a- 
conditioned. Inside, the fixed partitions are of ceramic tiles and the ; 
office partitions are corrugated glass panels which add texture 1 
to the individual sections of each storey. The unusual extern Ecc 
pattern is the result of stamped 6 ft. by 12 ft. aluminium sheets, with the 

to | 

on 





reversible windows set in, which make a diamond pattern over the 
entire facade, and give the building the appearance of a giganté 
honeycomb. Another advantage claimed for the aluminium facade 
is that it needs no cleaning or maintenance. ‘Since the 
are reversible, turning on a centre axis, they can be cleaned 
from within. The principal architects were Messrs. Harrison 
Abramovitz of New York, the associate architects being Messrs. 
Mitchell and Ritchey, and Messrs. Altenhof and Brown, 
Pittsburg. The view above shows one of the aluminium { 
being hoisted into position, when it will be bolted to angles in the 
spandrel beams. All panels are one storey in height and wae 
installed without the use of scaffolding. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


ARCHITECTS’ “ RULES” 

CRITICISED 

R.ERNEST MARPLES, MP, Parlia- 
M mentary Secretary to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, said 
on October 1, that he would like to see 
architects taking a more active part in the 
building industry. 

He said that he would like to see the 
architects’ rules enlarged to allow them 
to become directors of building ‘and 
material producing firms. 

The problem of reducing building 
costs depended on the architect, he said. 
There should be more liaison between 
them and the producers of building 
materials. 

“We must get away from traditional 
building methods. Any new method of 
bringing down costs should be encouraged, 
although it must be tested,’’ he declared. 

Mr. Marples was inspecting eight 
houses at Baughurst, near Newbury, 
which had cost £1,150 each and used 
jess material than the traditional house. 


RIBA INAUGURAL MEETING 


THE INAUGURAL MEETING of the RIBA 
Session, 1953-54, will be held at 66, 
Portland-place, London, W1, on Tuesday, 
November 3, at 6 p.m., when the President, 
Mr. Howard Robertson, MC, ARA, 
SADG, will deliver his presidential address. 
He will also present the London Archi- 
tecture Bronze Medal to Messrs. Horace 
Farquharson and Donald H. McMorran, 
FF.RIBA, for the London County Coun- 
als Open Air School at Bow-road, 

, E3, now named Phoenix School. 


“BY THE LIFFEY-SIDE” 


‘Tak IRISH EVENING promised at the 
AA on guy! 25, should be a notable 
occasion, for on that night Vincent Kelly 
(leaving Sackville-street to his friend 
Oliver ) will walk in imagination 

By the Liffey-Side.” This tmeeting 
will be in the nature of a reunion for those 
AA members who visited Dublin in May, 
but it will be no private occasion, and will 
be open to all members who like the cream 
of Irish wit and wisdom discoursed by one 
of the finest speakers in the architectural 
world. Later still in the session other 
of the AA’s Dublin hosts are to visit 
40n so that some of their abundant 
itality at least may be repaid. ‘“‘ House 
ull” boards should be up for Mr. 
Kelly. So book early ! 


LUNCHEON TO LORD MAYOR 


Tue Minister of Works, Sir David 
rr will represent the Government at 
. een which the LMBA is giving 
a Lord Mayor in the Savoy Hotel 

Monday. Among others who have 
accepted spear are the Chairman with 
er an ader of the Opposition, 

of the LCC; the chairman of the Middlesex 

) Council; the Mayor of West- 
dann: the Masters, with their Clerks, 

t City Companies connected with the 
industry ; the Chairmen of the 
lop an Board and of the Building 
rai il ; ¥ 

n ning Council; the Per 


Cretaries of the Ministries of 
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Labour, Housing and Local Government, 
and Works ; and the Presidents of the 
Institute of Builders, the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers and 
the N ational Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives, the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, the Federation of 
Civil Engineering Contractors and the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry. 


EMBANKMENT ROAD SCHEME 


‘THE REMOVAL of the remaining sections 
of London’s now abandoned tramways 
is providing opportunities in some places 
for greatly improved roadways, and 
nowhere more than along the Victoria 
Embankment, where the work of removal 
of the tramlines has already started to the 
west of Blackfriars Bridge. 

The latest move was the recommen- 
dation to the Westminster City Council 
yesterday (October 8) of its works and 
traffic committee that a scheme drawn 
up 15 months ago for the reconstruction 
of the Embankment between Bridge- 
street, SW, and the Temple, should be 
proceeded with. The City Corporation 
is responsible for the section from there 
to Blackfriars and, as indicated above, 
has already begun its £60,000 scheme. 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 12 
Royat INSTITUTE OF OIL PAINTERS.—66th annual 


— Royal Institute Galleries, 195, Piccadilly, 
8 

LMBA.—Luncheon to Lord Mayor Savoy Hotel, 
WwcC2. ip.m. 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13 


RICS (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—‘ Tendering Pro- 
cedure from the Builder’s Point of View,’’ by Mr. W. 
Tompkins. Talbot Restaurant, London Wall, EC2. 
7.40 p.m. 

MINISTRY oF AGRICULTURE.—Estate Management 
Conference. Civic Theatre, Cookridge-street, Leeds, 1. 
10.45 a.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SocieTy.—Presidential 
address by Mr. W. R. Stevens, BSc. Royal Institution, 
Albemarle-street, W1. 6 p.m. 

BUILDERS’ CLERKS BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.—Annual 
dinner. Cafe Royal, Regent-street, W1. 7 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14 


INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS AND 
SURVEYORS.—Coronation Year Luncheon. Dorchester 
Hotel, Park-lane, W1. 1 p.m. ane 

RoyaL Sanitary InstiTute.—“ The Siting, Con- 
struction and Management of Modern Abattoirs,”’ by 
Mr. A. W. aa CBE, BSc. 90, Buckingham 

ace-road, SW1. 2. .m. 

PaMIBA (CENTRAL Amma No. 1).—Luncheon and 
resentation of prizes to students of technical colleges. 
Derry and Toms’ Restaurant, High-street, Kensington, 
Ws. ip.m. : 
WALLBOARD IMPORTERS’, DISTRIBUTORS’ AND MER- 
CHANTS’ ASSOCIATION.—AGM. Grand Hotel, Scar- 
borough. 3 p.m. 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15 

— ibition of winning designs in competition 
Pag nine ere of Marine Parade, Dover. 66, 
Portland-place, W1. Continuing until October 28. 
Mondays-Fridays, 10-7 p.m. Saturdays, 10-5 p.m. 

CHADWICK PusLic Lecrures.—* Air Pollution,” by 
Mr. © }. Regan, BSc, FRIC. Royal Society of Arts, 
John Adam-street, WC2. 5.30pm. 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 3).—Prize-giving cere- 
mony. St. Botolph’s Hall, Bishopsgate. 5.30 pm. 

SoclETY OF CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY.— Coated 
Macadam—its omg “anos e and set ae Mr. A. J. 

ddon. 11, Upper Belgrave-street, - 4 
La ereverion a MECHANICAL ENGINEERS.—Annual 
Dorchester Hotel, Park-lane, W1. _7.30 p.m. 
OF SANITARY ENGINEERS.— Discussion 
Caxton Hall, 


dinner. 
INSTITUTION E EH 
on “ Pollution of the Sea by Sewage. 
Westminster. 6 p.m. 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16 
iGHAM AND Five COUNTIES ARCHITECTURAL 
aesocustios Towns Old and New,” by Sir Lance- 
lot Keay, KBE, FRIBA. Royal Birmi Society 
of Artists’ Galleries, New-street, Birmingham. 6 p.m. 
RIBA.—Travelling exhibition “« Home and Sur- 
roundings.”” Public Library, Chatham. Continuing 
il October 22. 
ay oe OF ‘MECHANICAL, ENGINEERS.—Presi- 
dential address by Mr. A. Roebuck, IME, Storey’s 
Gate, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 
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The total cost of the reconstruction is to 
be about £250,000. 

The new layout will include two 28-ft. 
carriageways and a 6-ft. strip down the 
middle with space for flowers and shrubs. 
There will also be a special layout at the 
junction with Bridge-street and alterations 
to kerbs, cambers, and traffic lights. Not 
all the details of the scheme have yet been 
decided, but the proposals have been 
approved by the Minister of Transport 
and it is expected that the work on the 
Westminster section will take about nine 
months. 


PRESIDENT TO RETIRE 


Sir Patrick ABERCROMBIE is to retire 
from the presidency of the Housing Centre. 
He gave this news himself when he 
presided for the last time at the Centre’s 
annual meeting on Tuesday (October 6). 
He said that he felt the time had come for 
him to reduce his activities. Some one 
had already described him as an “‘ emeritus 
professor.”” The Housing Centre, he 
said, was a unique organisation, utterly 
independent, and he was pleased to be 
associated with it. 

Miss J. G. Ledeboer, FRIBA, chair- 
man of the Centre, said that Sir Patrick’s 
prestige had done a great deal for the 
Centre and they were very sorry to see 
him go. Sir Patrick was first elected 
chairman of the Centre in 1935. In 
1947 he was asked to assume the newly- 
formed office of president, which he has 
held ever since. 


THE MODULAR SOCIETY 


‘THE FIRST annual general meeting of the 
Modular Society will be held on Wed- 
nesday, October 28, at the Royal Society 
of Arts, John Adam Street, WC2, at 
6.30 p.m. 


WESTMINSTER’S ENGINEER 


Mr. W. W. Ratcuiirr, Westminster 
City Engineer and Surveyor, is to retire 
in April next. ‘The post, which is shortly 
to be advertised, carries a salary of £2,700 
a year, rising to £3,000. A standing 
order that the City Engineer be required 
to reside in the City has been suspended. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. T. F. Lawson, ARIBA, ARICS, has removed 
his office to Norwich Union Chambers, Clarence- 
street, Gloucester The telephone number (Gloucester 
23673) is not changed. 

Mr. Witrrep Moore, ARICS, chartered quantity 
surveyor, announces that he has moved to new offices 
at 3, Lodgo-ctsect, Leeds 1 (tel.: 25344). 

Messrs. A. W. SHAMBROOK AND PARTNERS, 
surveyors, announce that from October 12 their c 
address will be 14, John-street, Bedford-row, WC1. 
The telephone (Holborn 4776) remains un- 
changed. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, October 8, 1853 


BaLMorAL.—The chief stone of the 
great tower of the new Highland Home 
of the Royal family now in course of 
erection at Balmoral was laid by her 
Majesty on Thursday in last week with the 
usual formalities, assisted by Mr. Smith, 
of Aberdeen, the architect, and Mr. 
Stuart, of Peterhead, the builder ; and 
the workmen, with their wives and 
families, were afterwards entertained i at 
her Majesty’s desire and cost in the iron 
ballroom at Balmoral. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


ART AND ARCHITECTURE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GT published letters on architec- 

education have been most 
interesting in that, besides making many 
practical suggestions on the subject of 
teaching construction, two students have 
actually raised the matter of creative art 
to a level worth discussing. As I have 
said before in your columns, it is a curious 
phenomenon that at all the meetings at 
the RIBA and elsewhere, whenever the 
specific question of how creative art should 
be taught is raised, the matter is side- 
tracked by every nimble and pleasant 
device until the time is ripe to discuss 
something really serious, such as lettering 
or whether there should be examinations 
on design. 

It is true that there are experts, writers, 
critics, groups, associations and jour- 
nalists who do not build or design them- 
selves but who comment on the work of 
those who do. These comments are 
well worth examination because they can 
provide the clue to what is the matter 
with our profession. To take a few 
examples which are commonly used by 
the critics “ . . . it is difficult to know 
whom to follow and where one should step 
off,”’ “*. . . the next logical step is . . .” 
“... the artist now has the choice 
of either functionalism or organic archi- 
tecture.’”” Now all this cultural chat is 
an attempt to explain intellectually some- 
thing that is beyond the intellect, and it 
implies that creative design is something 
that moves forward or is developed from 
someone else’s ideas, like the develop- 
ment of motor cars from horseless car- 
riages, bit by bit and year by year. As 
one of the experts says, the designer must 
be “in the corpus.”’ Apart from irrita- 
ting Mr. Wright, the impact on the student 
of all this quite untrue and irrelevant 
propaganda is disastrous as he is never 
shown the truth. Even history is taught 
as a progression of form and never to 
show the actual workings of the artists’ 
minds and why they were compelled to 
do what they did. 


If we want to improve our educational 
methods then we must go back to the 
facts and not try to explain or talk about 
creative art, but really know what it is. 
Simple historical research proves that 
creative art is not logical, progressive, 
political or religious; it has nothing to 
do with geography, climate or time; 
intellect, hard work or the ability to draw 
have no part init. It is crudely expressed 
as power or feeling injected consciously, 
or sometimes unconsciously, by the artist ; 
that power or feeling never dies, and is 
quite apart from the form in which it 
exists ; in fact, it is not even necessary 
for there to be any form. So that anyone 
who tries to produce creative art by 
following the “‘ modern movement ”’ alone 
18 Wasting time, and any one who is trying 
to design a work of art without under- 
standing the way to inject the necessary 

feeling ” is working on a dead and life- 
less thing from the outset. 


We must give up superstition and be 
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courageous enough to teach the truth, 
or else, like all things that are false, our 
profession must die. 


A. CatveLey Cotton [ARIBA]. 
16, Lawrence-street, SW3. 


STATE-SUBSIDISED HOUSING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The scheme suggested by Mr. 
Ford in your last issue appears to 
be a variation of that proposed by Mr. 
Harmar Nicholls on which you commented 
editorially a few weeks ago. Mr. Harmar 
Nicholls proposed a lump sum grant of 
£300 to anyone wishing to buy a house— 
or at least to anyone wishing to buy a 
council house. Mr. Ford’s scheme differs 
in two important respects: 


(a) Instead of paying the £300 direct 
to the purchaser, he would pay this sum 
to the purchaser’s building society; 
this would enable the building society 
to reduce the amount of the weekly 
instalments by 8s. a week over the first 
15 years. 


(b) The scheme would, it appears, 
apply only to the purchase of new 
houses built by private enterprise. 


Mr. Ford makes a point in which I am 
particularly interested—namely, that local 
authorities might acquire and develop 
land for leasing to private builders. 
The view has been held by some that 
private builders might be encouraged to 
take a part in the redevelopment of 
obselete areas on this basis. Mr. Ford 
does not make it clear that this is what he 
has in mind, but if this is what he intends, 
I am very much in agreement. 


On his general proposals, however, 
certain criticisms arise : 


(a) The scheme, even more than 
Mr. Harmar Nicholls’ scheme, would 
favour one class of house purchaser to 
the exclusion of others. 


(6) It would not succeed in its avowed 
object of saving the Exchequer money, 
but would in fact involve increased 
expenditure, unless there were a sub- 
stantial reduction in the number of 
houses built by local authorities. 


_ With regard to this latter criticism, it 
is interesting to note that Mr. Ford does 
suggest a reduction in the number of 
local authority houses, though for a 
different reason. One is doubtful, however, 
whether such a reduction can be made on 
a sufficiently large scale. In the first place, 
much of our future house building must be 
by way of redeveloping obsolete areas, 
and it is generally considered that such 
areas are uneconomic for private enter- 
prise. Private builders might, however, 
be induced to enter this field if local 
authorities were to acquire and clear the 
sites as suggested above. 


Secondly, there is at the present time 
strong pressure by the Government to- 
wards high-density building in order to 
conserve land for agriculture. This may 
be a mistaken policy, but so long as it is 
the official policy a high proportion of the 
housing programme will be flats and not 
cottages. Even if private enterprise can 
be induced to undertake this form of 
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“*T have RIBA permission, 
officer, to photograph objects 
of architectural significance.” 


e*s The exhibition of Architectural 
Photography ed at the RIBA, 
66, Portland Plare, W1, yesterday. 








development, it is doubtful whether many 
people will wish to buy the freehold of 
their flats. 


The views of other of your correspon- 
dents would be of interest. 


A. E. TELLING. 
5, Bromwich-avenue, N6. 


INTERPRETATION OF RIBA FORM 
OF CONTRACT 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The opinion given by N.P.G. n 
your issue of September 18 (which 
I consider to be very inconclusive) does 
not appear to be in any way elucidated by 
the letter of Mr. G. W. Smith in your issue 
of September 25. Clause 21(f) of the 
RIBA Standard Form of Building Com 
tract provides that the architect, m his 
discretion, can permit the contractor 1 
tender for works included as PC sums if: 
(i) The contractor in the ordinary 
course of his business directly carries out 
works for which PC sums are incl 
and 


(ii) The contractor has endorsed the 
contract (in the Appendix) with the names 
of those items for which he desires © 
tender. 


In the event of the contractor's tender being 
accepted the method of payment of the account 
is dealt with at clause 24(e). It 1s impenm 
to observe, in this sub-clause, the pout { 
which the words in parentheses occur. te 
quote the first portion of the clause: # 
the settlement of accounts the amounts 
or ble by the contractor to nomen” 
subbinidiiniatedak or nominated suppliers (® 
cluding the cash discounts ment 
clauses 21 and 22 respectively ° 
conditions), and the value of any d 
executed by the contractor in puts po 
clause 21(f) of these Conditions shall, ae 

Are we not entitled to conclude “> 
location of the words in parentheses. 6 fi 
posive and that those who drafted this 
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visualise the possibility of a cash 
forming part of the value of works 
by the contractor under clause 21(f )? 
Had they done so, the words in parentheses 
gould have followed the reference to— 
“the value of any works executed by the 
wntractor in pursuance of clause 21( f) of 
these conditions.” 

If, therefore, the contractor is invited to 
tender himself for work provided under a 
PC sum in his own contract, he does so fully 
yware that, if his tender is accepted, the 
contract does not provide that he shall receive 
any cash discount, and he must tender 
accordingly. ae 

regards profit, if the contractor 
Bs a sum added for profit against a PC 
sum in the bill of quantities, then clause 24(e) 
apressly provides that profit shall be allowed 
pro rata on the value of any works he has 
executed under clause 21(f) against this 
PC sum. 

As regards attendance, there is no mention 
of this item anywhere in the RIBA Form of 
Contract and, I submit, it is not a subject 
for pro rata adjustment in the same manner 
ss profit, although some adjustment may 
certainly be made on other grounds (see the 
article in The Builder, January 16, 1953, 
entitled ‘‘ Subcontractors and Suppliers,” by 
]. E. Cooke). 


gid not 








H. M. STAFFORD 
[FIAS, FLArb(Hons).] 


20, Woodland-avenue, 
Hazel grove, Cheshire. 


FLUCTUATIONS CLAUSE— 
ARBITRATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Reading the report in The Builder 
(October 2, p. 510) of an arbitrator’s 
decision concerning the fulfilment or 
otherwise of clause 25(A) of the RIBA form 
of contract, it is my opinion that by the 
same reasoning a contractor can expect 
to be paid for work done in compliance 
with clause 3(@) notwithstanding his 
failure to comply with clause 3(8). 


What a nice opportunity for those 
addicted to smart practices to engage a 
staff whose sole function it would be to 
study and apply central and local govern- 
ment laws, etc.! What a headache for 
the architect when he discovers these works 
have been performed during the defects 
liability period, and therefore when the 
premises are occupied, and probably at 
highest rates obtainable from that legacy 
of war-time prime cost contracts—the 
National Schedule of Daywork Charges ! 


Perhaps other readers of The Builder 
have views. 
H. E. Camppet, [MICW]. 
40, St. Paul’s-road, N1. 


A HARSH CONTRACT PROVISION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GR —I was very interested to read 
_ your report of a recent High Court 
decision (The Builder, September 25) 
Which has served to ventilate several 
Points in connection with general condi- 
Pr of contract. It is not only in the 
“nstry CCC/Works/1 form that the 
Westion of contractors’ liability for em- 
Ployers? negligence arises. It is, for 
€, common practice for many 
uthorities to delete sub-section (d) from 
22 (1) of the Federation of Civil 
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Engineering Contractors general condi- 
tions of contract and hence make the con- 
tractor responsible for “ injuries or dam- 
age . . . resulting from any act or neglect 
of the employer . . . or other contractors 
(not being employed:by the contractor).”’ 


Again, in the same Clause 22, the con- 
tractor has to indemnify the employer 
against damage to land or crops arising 
out of the construction works. 


It is, unfortunately, true that many 
contractors tend to pay but cursory 
attention to the general or special condi- 
tions of the contract to which they are 
working, in spite of the fact that their 
potential liability in the event of loss 
might be unlimited. For that reason 
the earliest possible discussion between 
the contractor and his insurance broker 
may be strongly advocated so that the 
latter can use his professional knowledge 
to seek out any unexpected. additional 
liability imposed on the contractor by 
virtue of the contract conditions. 

I would always recommend the effecting 
of contractors’ indemnity (all risk and 
public liability) insurance for all save the 
simplest contract, and here again it is 
unfortunate that the policy wording, put 
forward by certain underwriters, limits 
the value of the insurance cover to a 
marked degree by virtue of the excesses 
and exclusions contained in the wording. 
From my own experience of the specialised 
insurance requirements of the building 
and civil engineering industries the only 
logical answer is a policy designed indi- 
vidually to cover the exact conditions of 
the contract on hand, and this is the only 
certain way of securing the maximum 
protection available. 
E. F. Emes, FCIB. 


London, WC1. 








MEDIEVAL BRICKLAYER. — This 


hotograph, which was taken in Exeter 
Cathedral recently, is of the underside of a 
miserere seat in the choir. The odd little 
figure is believed to have been carved over 
600 years ago, when the Cathedral was 
being built, and represents a medieval 
bricklayer. The photographer was Noreen 

M. Fairweather. 


SALT GLAZED PIPES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I was very interested to read in 
your issue of September 18, the letter 
with regard to salt glazed pipes. Your 
correspondent is right when he states 
that Seconds are accidents in manufacture— 
the correct description of Seconds pipes 
is as under :— 


“All Seconds goods are made from 
identical materials and by the same 
processes as Best quality goods, but, 
during the course of manufacture, have 
become faulty and do not meet the 
requirements of Best quality. They 
are, however, suitable for use under 
many conditions. ‘These will be black- 
banded.” 


Best and Seconds pipes were the des- 
criptions given to pipes well before the 
first British Standard Specification was 
drawn up. The BS specification requires 
certain features to apply including dimen- 
sions, strength and absorption, in order 
that a “‘ Best”’ pipe may be classified as 
“ British Standard.” It is true to say 
that in the average load of “‘ Best” 
a high percentage could be 
“ British Standard.”” Equally it is true 
to say that some Best pipes may not make 
the grade as British Standard. 


So far I have made reference to three types 
of pipes—BritishiStandard, Best and Seconds— 
and here I must explain that I understand 
efforts were made to get away from the 
description ‘‘ Best” (see British Standard 
Code of Practice CP 301 (1950)—Building 
Drainage—with regard to “ BCQ” pipes 
(Best Commercial Quality)), but this move was 
not so successful as had been hoped ; the roots 
of the description “ Best ” appeared to be too 
deep ! 

Coming now to the simile of the pipe length 
and the chain, I do not know whether each 
link is tested for strength before being as- 
sembled into a chain, but I do know that 
before use each pipe can be tested hydraulic- 
ally if it is desired ; there is, however, an 
extra charge for this service. 


As I see it, by using British Standard pipes 
one has a yardstick with which to measure 
up the pipes supplied as distinct from using 
Best pipes with a varying interpretation of 
what constitutes a “‘ Best” pipe, but, who 
knows, there may be a lot in Mr. Simmons’ 
last paragraph when he talks about Best 
quality pipes from any well-known trade 
manufacturer withstanding a 5 per cent, 
hydraulic test, so why pay an extra 10 per cent. 
for British Standard quality ? 


C. G. Copp. 
12, Evelyn-road, Cockfosters. 





HOUSING CENTRE’S ACTIVITIES 


A FULL and active year is recorded in 
the sixteenth report of The Housing 
Centre, which has just been published. 
The report, which is for the year 1952-53, 
outlines the many and varied aspects of 
the Centre’s work during the year, 
including the production of the Housing 
Centre Review, the activities of its infor- 
mation services and library, its bookshop, 
its meetings and exhibitions, and its 
annual conference, all of which have 
contributed greatly to the Centre’s aim of 
improving housing conditions. 
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The south elevation. 


THE NEW WHOLESALERS’ BUILDING, ROTTERDAM 


By JOHN GRINDROD, BA(Com) 


|B green pro by the Netherlands Archi- 

tects’ and Engineers’ Bureau, Ir. W. 
van Tijen and H. A. Maaskaut, a huge 
new building has been erected at Rotter- 
dam to serve the Dutch wholesale trades. 
Known as the Wholesalers’ Building, it 
was officially opened on June 3 last by 
Queen Juliana, and is claimed to be un- 
equalled for size by any other building 
in Western Europe, and to be the first of 
its kind on the Continent. 


Crystallising the principle of concen- 
tration, which has been one of the out- 
standing features of the rebuilding of 
Rotterdam following the destruction of its 
business centre by wartime bombing, the 
new building provides collective accom- 
modation for many wholesale dealers who 
lost their offices and warehouses during 
the war, when some 388,000 sq. metres 


: 


of office and storage space were lost by the 
wholesale trade in Rotterdam. With the 
opening of the new centre some 128,000 
sq. metres of this space have been re- 
stored and no fewer than 153 concerns 
now occupy this multi-storey building. 


Even while the war was still in progress 
plans were laid for the rebuilding of 
Rotterdam. At a meeting of a number of 
wholesale firms, who would find it necess- 
ary to erect new buildings in due course, 
one of them put forward the idea of jointly 
setting up one large building, of which 
each could occupy a part. This proposal 
was supported because it was realised that 
it would be less expensive to build co- 
operatively than individually. In addi- 
tion, more up-to-date facilities could be 
installed in one large building than each 
would be able to afford separately, while 











Longitudinal section. 


all would derive full benefit from a favour- 
able site and from the publicity value of 
the building. 

Financial problems were overcome with 
the help of assistance from the authorities 
and of a credit from the Netherlands 
Finance Corporation for National Re- 
construction. A limited company, N. V. 
Groothandelsgebouwen, was formed to 
realise the plan, the owning company to 
derive revenue from the letting of business 
suites, etc. 


A large available site near the Central 
Station and convenient for the great north- 
south arterial road which runs through 
Rotterdam was acquired, and the first 
pile was driven in May, 1947. 


Initially, a rectangular building was 
envisaged with a total floor area of 860,000 
sq. ft. Later,. however, it was found 
desirable to increase this space to 1,377,000 
sq. ft. (128,000 sq. metres). ‘This made 
it necessary to cover the whole site and the 
building was given its present curv 
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_ The total length of the building 
19) ft., while it is 279 ft. wide and has a 
Penn height of 131 ft. Its total 
qbic content is 509,500 cu. yds. 


SUB-SOIL DIFFICULTIES 


construction of such a large build- 
Benp Netherlands generally involves 
‘© uttieg in connection with the weak 
sb-soil. In this case 3,100 concrete 
‘eg had to be driven into the foundation 
pit, formed by excavating some 112,500 
cu. yds. of soil, before building proper 
could begin. The work was put out to 
contract in five different lots and was 
arried out in its entirety by Netherlands 
contractors with Dutch material. When 
the building work was at its height, about 
2,000 workers were employed. In_ all, 
65,400 cu. yds. of concrete, 7,165 tons of 
reinforcing steel and 4m. sq. ft. of timber 
ind plywood were used in the building. 
About 500,000 sq. ft. of glass were used 
in the facade, while about 50,000 sq. ft. 
were used in the interior for the 150 show 
windows and showrooms situated along 
the halls and communicating passages. 


Including the basement and the entresol, 
the building consists of 11 floors. It 
incorporates extensive air-conditioning, 
central-heating and sprinkler systems. 
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The central heating is connected up to 
the municipal network. A built-in heat- 
ing installation in the road approaches 
keeps them free from ice and snow in the 
winter. 


In designing the building provision 
had to be made not only for offices, 
reception rooms and showrooms, but also 
for storage space for the various kinds of 
goods dealt in from this central point by 
the wholesale dealers. 


INTERNAL ROADS 


To ensure these goods being delivered 
and despatched as rapidly and cheaply 
as possible without interfering with the 
movement of people the architects planned 
three motor roads, with an aggregate 
length of 1 km., to run right through the 
building. This makes it possible to 
reach by car or lorry 325,000 sq. ft. of the 
860,000 sq. ft. of space devoted to the 
storing of goods for the wholesale trade. 
The roads run at three levels. The first 
runs from street level to the basement 
floor, the second runs at street level, and a 
third ascends to the first level above the 
ground floor. Those floors at higher 
levels can have their goods sent to them 
from a central forwarding room. For 
this special lifts and passages have been 


The areas marked Kantoren en Magazijnen are 
offices and storerooms. 


Ground-floor plan. Most of the outer parts of this storey are given over to shops (winkels) 
"and showrooms. 
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constructed. In all, some 40 lift shafts 
have been built. Of these 20 will be 
used for the time being to take care of the 
vertical transport of goods and personnel. 
Incorporated in the basement is*¥a 
garage which can accommodate 400 cars. 
In the basement, also, is a petrol-filling 
station, a service and repair shop 
storage accommodation for 2,500 cycles. 
Cars can also be parked in the courtyards. 


EXTENSIVE FACILITIES 

Additional facilities include committee 
rooms, roof terraces, canteens and lounges. 
There is also space for a post office, bank, 
café, caféteria, a flower, a newspaper 
and a tobacconist’s kiosk, a travel bureau, 
a barber’s shop, a skittle alley, a cabaret 
and a theatre. There is also a large 
exhibition and display hall, a roof garden 
and a number of terraces. The necessary 
space has also been reserved for living 
quarters for porters, attendants, etc. 


Completed early this year, the new 
Wholesalers’ Building promises to become 
an important business centre. The hous- 
ing of a cross-section of the wholesale 
trade under one roof is expected to prove 
a great boon to customers, while the 
building will provide excellent facilities 
for exhibitions and the display of samples, 
etc. A number of foreign concerns are 
already established on the seventh floor, 
and it is not unlikely that the building will 
also become a centre of activity for the 
export trade. 





QUEEN’S HALL BUSTS SAVED 


THE HOLLOW SHELL, all that remained 
of the bombed Queen’s Hall, once the 
heart of musical London, is being demol- 
ished. Some of the busts of famous 
musicians which were placed on the facade 
are, however, to be preserved following 
action taken by the St. Marylebone 
Society. 

When demolition commenced, the 
Society arranged that as many of the busts 
as possible would be taken down intact. 
The Principal of the Royal Academy of 
Music, Sir Reginald S. Thatcher, OBE, 
accepted the custody of the busts until 
some permanent home could be found for 
them. It is hoped that they will eventually 
be re-erected on some new building 
dedicated to music. 


FOUNTAIN FOR CHELSEA 


Work has begun in Sloane-square, 
SW, on a fountain in bronze and Portland 
stone by Mr. Gilbert Ledward, RA, the 
sculptor, which has been presented to 
Chelsea by the Royal Academy of Arts 
through the Lord Leighton Fund. 


The fountain is a nude female figure, 
heroic size, kneeling in a large bronze 
basin and holding aloft in one hand a shell 
from which sprouts a jet of water. In the 
other hand the figure holds a pitcher from 
which water continuously pours. The 
water in the bronze basin cascades into 
the lower Portland stone basin. The 
whole work will stand 11 ft. 6 in. from the 
ground. The bronze has been coloured 
with a green patina and the basin contains 
a finely executed Chelsea motif. 
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FLATS AT DOVER 


[HE assessor, Mr. Arthur Kenyon, CBE, FRIBA, 
Dist TP, MTPI, made his award in this competition 


on September 29. This was published in our last issue 
(when the designs placed ist, 2nd and 3rd were illustrated) 
and is as follows :— 

1st (1,000 Dalgliesh and Pullen, FF.RIBA 


(with R. H. Francis, ARIBA, AADip, and G. H. Beech, 
ARIBA, as assistants), 17, Fitzhardinge-street, Portman- 
square, Wi ; 2nd (500 gns.). F. Russell Cox, FRIBA, 
Red Lion House, Burford, Oxford ; 3rd (250 gns.). Fack- 
son and Edmonds, FF.RIBA, 116, Colmore-row, Birm- 
ingham ; 4th (150 gns.). Henry Braddock and D. F. 
Martin-Smith, A ©& FRIBA, The East Gallery, St. 
John’s Church, St. fohn’s Wood, NW8 ; sth (75 gns.). 
Stewart. and Hendry, FRIBA, 90, Fenchurch-street, 
EC3 ; and 6th (50 gns.). 4. Brandon-Fones, AADipl, 
ARIBA, and Kenneth G. Miller, ARIBA, 2, Redington- 
road, NW3. 

The whole of the 144 designs submitted are now on view 
until tomorrow, Saturday, October 10, at the Town Hall, 
Dover, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. There will be a further 
exhibition of the six premiated designs at the RIBA, 
66, Portland-place, London, W1, from Wednesday, 
October 14, to Thursday October 29, dates inclusive. 


The Competition Reviewed 
By EDWARD FORSTER, BA(Lond.), FRIBA 


‘THE conditions of the competition for the re- 

development of this outstandingly important 
site visible as it is from the sea, the Castle and the town 
of Dover stressed the point that all flats, if possible, 
should have an aspect towards the sea and the south. 
Since from a letting point of view this is the most 
obvious attraction of a flat on the sea front, the point 
would logically become the most important in the 
judging of the competition. It is surprising, therefore, 
that out of the 144 designs submitted so few were able 
to provide a solution attaining this end; especially in 
view of the freedom offered by the site which was an 
island site unrestricted as to height, level and free from 
restrictive angles or other obstructions. 


GPL) 
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Some typical block plans submitted by competitors in the Dover Flats Competition. 


A majority of competitors became bogged down in 
complications due to lesser considerations, frequently 
overcrowding the site in an endeavour possibly to keep 
the buildings as low as possible. Some of the various 
solutions are shown at the foot of the page. It is 
surprising also that there were practically no solutions 
similar to that of the winner. Plans were generally 
widely different variants of the open courtyard, blocks 
being placed at every conceivable angle in foundations 
resembling the letters Z, L, V and W, sometimes com- 
bined with point blocks and straight slab blocks often 
carried to considerable heights. Whilst the block plans 
were confusing in their variety, elevations tended to be 
stereotyped as is almost inevitable in flat design. The 
presentation of the drawings, however, was generally 
of a reasonably high order. 


THE WINNING DESIGN 


The winning design by Messrs. Dalgliesh and Pullen 
(with Messrs. R. H. Francisand G. H. Beech, AA.RIBA, as 
assistants) was clearly placed on the excellence of its layout 
combined with its other merits. With the small exception 
of some two-room flats all its flats face the sea and the 
sun and the bold massing of its nine-storey terrace 
block linked to a 15-storey crescent will ‘make an 
impressive extension to the white cliffs of Dover. 

The flats are to be provided with hot-water, back- 
ground central heating, and electric radiators. All 
the living-rooms and half the principal bedrooms have 
balconies and these are staggered, presumably both 
for effect, and to avoid obscuring the light to windows. 
The planning is all skilfully handled and well worked 
out in detail particularly the service roads, the garages 
and the stores, the latter being placed either on the 
ground floor next the lifts, or under the escape stair 
which runs upwards from the sixth floor. The eleva- 
tions look much better in the model than on the draw- 
ings where the vertical towers protruding above the 
roof line seem more insistent than when seen in per- 
spective. 

OTHER SOLUTIONS 

After the winning design the other premiated designs 
must have been more difficult to place in any order, and 
these may generally be presumed to be representative 
of various types of solution. The design by F. Russell 
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DOVER FLATS COMPETITION : DESIGN PLACED FOURTH: By HENRY BRADDOCK AND 
D. F. MARTIN-SMITH, A/FRIBA. 





interesting solutions included J. B. F. Cowper’s for 
its pleasant modern elevations, and Lamb and Welton’s 
for its Serpentine curved block which could have had 
great possibilities. Also Harry Weedon and Partners’ 
fine set of drawings, Hooper and Belfrages’ chevron 
plan and perhaps the schemes by Crowe and Greenwood, 
Bertram Carter, E. F. Starling, Nickson and Crabtree, 


Cox placed second, is representative of the open court- 
yard type plan, but the aspect of a considerable number 
of flats is by no means ideal. Jackson and Edmonds’ 
design (placed third) typifies the combination of a long 
terrace with a point block and here again the view is 
obscured both by the point block and four minor 
blocks placed along the front. Both the plans and 
elevations are somewhat restless. ‘The fourth design and schemes by Rowland Pierce, Lionel Brett and 
by Braddock and Martin-Smith is a very good scheme, Sprague, and Howes and Jackman, which were all 
but for the obscuring of the view of the three L-shaped _ three based on a series of Z’s. 


blocks n the rear by the three twelve-storey point The Borough of Dover are to be congratulated on 
blocks n the front. Stewart and Hendry’s plan and promoting this competition, which, it is hoped, will be 
elevations both seem unduly fussy, and Brandon- the forerunner of many others. They should have no 


Jones and Miller’s design (No. 6) is another open difficulty in letting flats with such a fine outlook over 
Courtyard plan with Neo-Georgian elevations. the Channel to the coast of France—at least, in peace- 


On © casual inspection other designs which seemed _ time. 
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General view from the south. 


BIRLEY JUNIOR SCHOOL, DERBYSHIRE 


County Architect 
F. HAMER CROSSLEY, FRIBA 


Assistant County Architect (Schools) 
F. R. HICKLIN, ARIBA 


Senior Architect in Charge 


D. TURNBULL, ARIBA, DipTP 


Assistant Architect 
P. RICHARDSON, DipArch 


Quantity Surveyor 
JOHN C. BARNSLEY, FRICS 


Landscape Architects 
7. DUDDING & PARTNERS 


Builders 
W. MALTHOUSE, LTD. 


THs is one of six schools planned by the Derby- 

_ Shire Education Authority in an area of Derby- 
shire which is being developed for housing by Sheffield 
City Corporation. All six schools have been admitted 
by th Ministry of Education to the current year’s 
building programme, and when completed they will 
Provide over 2,000 additional school places for children 
who have been arriving on the new estates since 1951, 
and v ho will continue to arrive until 1954. Birley 
School is the first of these schools to be completed. 


It was clear from the outset that excepticnal measures 
would have to be taken to provide this school so as to 
bring it into use not later than the existing schools in 
the area had been filled to capacity by the influx of new 
children. 

Wooden construction was decided upon, partly for 
speed and partly to minimise the difficulties of a site 
where there was some small danger of subsidence, and 
also to economise in steel. 

The site chosen for the school is on the edge of the 
Handsworth-Woodhouse housing estate, and will be 
big enough for an infants’ school, a nursery school and 
a secondary school as well as the school just completed 
which is for 320 junior children. The design provides 
four blocks of two classrooms situated round a central 
assembly hall, dining-room and_ scullery. Each 
classroom block has its own cloak and sanitary accom- 
modation. 

A temporary boiler-house has been provided to 
heat the school by a system of circulating warmed air, 
but the permanent arrangement on this site will be 
for a central boiler house in the secondary school 
to serve all the others as well. Similarly, the kitchen 
will be in the secondary school and temporarily meals 
are to be brought to the junior school from a near-by 
kitchen at Charnock Hall School. 

The building is of light prefabricated wooden units 
faced with Lagos mahogany weatherboarding. The 
assembly hall is of Hill’s light-frame construction 
with similar weatherboard cladding. The roof con- 
struction is wood except for the assembly hall where 
Stramit decking is used. The roof finish is of two- 
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Wooden components and cloak fittings, Vic Hallam, 
Ltd. ; assembly hall roof, Stramit ; electrical installat 


Following is a list of sub-contractors and nominated 
County Works Department ; roofing, Ruberoid Co., Ltd 


suppliers : 
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Plan of the school 
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BIRLEY JUNIOR 
SCHOOL, 
DERBY SHIRE 


Lobby. 


tar paving, Hadfields, Sheffield ; sanitary fittings, T. Crump 
and Co., Ltd. tronmongery, Bennetts, Derby, and Parker, 
Winder and Achurch; furniture, G. M. Hammer and Co., 
Ltd.; heating, Weatherfoil Heating Systems; paint, 
Leyland Paint Co., Ltd. ; clocks, Smiths ; curtains, Hope 


es 





vr ag 


and Wild, Derby ; mats, Midland Blind Institute ; internal 
linings, British Plaster Board, Ltd. ; flooring, Granwood 
Flooring Co. ; window blinds, Avery, London ; steel frame, 
Hills (West Bromwich), Ltd. ; and landscaping, Barrons’ 
Landscape, Ltd., Borrowash. 


The assembly hall. 
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Berkshire County Architect 


j. T. CASTLE, ARIBA, AMTPI 


HIS fire station, which replaces a totally inadequate 
one, was designed by the Berkshire County 
Architect, Mr. J. T. Castle, ARIBA, AMTPI, for the 
Berkshire and Reading Fire Authority. It is the 
parent station for the fire services in the north and 
west of the county, working on a full-time basis and 
controlling all operations in this area. Building was 
commenced in December, 1950, and was completed 
in September, 1952, the final cost, including the con- 
crete paved exercise yard (which was approximately 
£900) being £29,601. Excluding this yard, the cost per 
cu. fr. was 3s. 8d. and per yd. sup. of floor area 5€s. 
In order to allow for the possible extension of the 
fire appliance room, the whole of the administration 
and sleeping accommodation was kept to one side of 
the building. In addition to the offices and watch 
room, a dormitory has been provided on the ground 
floor, with washing facilities, sanitary accommodation 
and uniform drying room. A muster bay with speci- 
ally designed individual lockers has been provided 
adjacent to the appliance room. 

In the appliance room a clear floor area of 
64 ft. 104 in. by 35 ft. has been provided at the special 
request of the Fire Authority. This room is heated 
by underfloor heating, care being taken in the con- 
struction of the floor to allow for expansion, the 
grooved floor tiles and screed being laid floating on 
building paper, thus giving a complete physical 
separation from the under concrete containing the 
heating pipes. 

A further measure to reduce the effects of expansion 
was to provide impregnated insulation board as a 
backing to the skirting tiles, this insulation board being 
carried through to the bottom of the concrete so as 
to provide an expansion joint against the main walls. 
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FIRE STATION AT DIDCOT, BERKSHIRE 








Builders 
FRANCIS BROS. (BUILDERS), LTD. 


For reasons of economy, the walls have been finished 
fair-faced brickwork. The doors, 13 ft. high, are of 
yang with frames of gurjun. Those on the front 
elevation are fitted with quick release gear operated 
by a steel cord hanging above the driver’s seat of 
the vehicle behind them. On the first floor a large 
recreation room, facing south, with an adjacent 
kitchen, has been provided and the divisional offices, 
the AFS lecture room and sanitary accommodation 
are also on the same level. Immediate access from 
the recreation room and kitchen to the appliance 
room is given by means of a 3} in. dia. stainless steel 
pole, with rubber mat at the foot. 

Internally, the majority of the walls and ceilings 
have been plastered while the walls of the kitchen, 
bathroom and lavatories have been finished with 
glazed wall tiles to suitable heights. Wood blocks 
have been laid to the floor of the recreation room and 
grooved quarry tiles to the floor of the appliance room 
and muster bays. The floors of the bathroom and lava- 
tories, drying room and kitchen are finished with 
plain quarry tiles, and granolithic paving has been 
laid to the basement, workshop and equipment store 
floors. Other floors have been covered with plastic 
tiles. Generally, the building is heated by low- 
pressure hot-water radiators. 

The fire station has solid bearing walls and pics 
with precast concrete floor and roof beams. The «sé 
of steel was kept to a minimum, but girders were 
in order to achieve the floor spaces in the applic 
room, and also over the recreation and AFS lect 
rooms. The facing bricks are Berkshire multi-! 
The copings, cills, entrance door and window *'- 
rounds are of reconstructed stone, and the sic! 
windows have painted hardwood surrounds. 
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FIRE STATION 
AT DIDCOT, 
BERKSHIRE 


Detail of front elevation. 


sub-contractors and nominated suppliers engaged 
on the work were as follows :— 


Heating, H. C. Goodman, Ltd., Reading ; underfloor 
heating, Benham and Sons; electrical installation, R. A. 
Froud, Harwell; gas service and fittings, Southern Gas 
Board ;_ steelwork, Dawnays, Ltd.; wrought ironwork, 
T. W. Palmer and Co. ; reconstructed stonework, Empire 
Stone Co., Ltd.; bricks, S. and E. Collier, Ltd. ; floor 
and roof beams, Siegwart Floor Co., Ltd.; tanking, 
W. Briggs and Sons, Ltd.; windows, Crittall Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd. 
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Roof lights, T. and W. Ide, Ltd. ; 


Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd. ; 





rainwater heads, 


felt roofing, Standard Flat 


Roofing Co., Ltd.; appliance room doors, Boyd and 
Murley, Ltd., Reading; sanitary fittings, W. N. Froy 
and Sons, Ltd. ; ironmongery, Dryad Metal Works, Ltd., 
Comyn Ching and Co., Ltd., and A. J. Binns, Ltd. ; 


steel pole, Read and Campbell, Ltd. ; 


roller shutters, 


G. Brady and Co., Ltd.; petrol pump, H. J. Godwin, 
Ltd.; reinforcement, Square Grip Reinforcement Co., 
Ltd.: concrete well, Mono Concrete Co., Ltd.; floor 


tiles, Semtex, Ltd. ; 


Ltd. ; curtains, Holmes, Reading. 
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paints, Montgomerie Stobo and Co., 





KiTcH 
BO 
ry 












‘J 





PLAN 












ly fine APN. 


ae dent 


¥ 







” 
a 


eee ee 


LPR TE it: Tiled %. : *, 


—e 
PS ea SL OS Pas Rin ; 





ea 





~~. 
a 


ae 


= 
twa 


or 


FP Sor 


oe oie Ree Pe whee Me ry 
ne 








. oR ee, 







Colt Pa 





ee FP egle WR TA heed 
- 
ie 12 


rs ~ 


- 
oy 
* 


Ae aA te” 


es 


Os ARR Na ta ee aE As 
et ent 
ite ee 

ma 


te Se 


a ae 


bs 
men ds 


-* 


= 
~ 


ee i ate aR f. we 
" 7 
a 


be a he ae oe Tv wnte 
ts a Re See 






. 


ay 
an 
ae * 


“a For 
* 


wee, 
Tee yy! WE y 






4 





Te 


















* 
« 


ra. 
Bt 
a 


in avenging, & MSF 
A ates Pthae we 
ees 


es 
elidel 


e 


sh 
a 
4. 
~ 


2 





Sinisa 
adalat 


“< 







t--* 


ae 


Teer. 










eee 





ce. ee ee 


Se ggrguee 





sitet 


pe 
a. 
; 








SENIOR POLICE OFFICER’S HOUSE, PARK DRIVE, SITTINGBOURNE 


BUILDER 





Kent County Architect 
SIDNEY H. LOWETH, ISA, FRIBA 


Builders 
C. L. TAYLOR & SON 


THis is a typical example of houses being built in 

Kent for police superintendents and inspectors. 
The total floor space is 1,300 sq. ft., exclusive of 
garage and outbuildings. 

The construction is 10}-in. cavity wall with lining 
of clinker concrete blocks. The roof is 35 degrees 
pitch covered with concrete tiles. Hot water is 
supplied by a domestic boiler in the kitchen, and a 
convector fire in the sitting-room has warm air 








1°) e) 290 30 40 


ducts to the dining-room and hall. Following is a 
list of the sub-contractors : 

Electrical work, Ambrose and Albrow, Ltd., 
Sittingbourne ; facing bricks (Conyer Multi-colowred), 
supplied by Eastwood, Ltd., Gillingham ; roofing 
(dark brown concrete single roll tiles), Ightham Brick 
and Tile Co., Ltd., Sevenoaks ; ground floor (resin 
tiles), Marley Tile Co., Ltd., Lenham, Kent ; and 
wood block flooring in hall, Hough Bros., Ltd., 
Chessington, Surrey. 
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Ground- and first-floor plans. 
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The entrance hall and information bureau. 


SCOTTISH INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION, 1954 
Glasgow Architects’ Designs 


T= design of the Scottish Industries 

Exhibition which is to be held at 
the Kelvin Hall, Glasgow, from September 
2-18, 1954, was the subject of a speech 
given at Edinburgh recently by Mr. F. R. 
Wyuiz, FRIBA, of the Glasgow firm of 
Messrs. Wylie, Shanks and Wylie, who 
have prepared the designs for the 
Exhibition. 

“In planning the lay-out,” he said, 
“it was necessary to break down the area 
into a series of units of reasonable pro- 
portions while still retaining a simple plan 
form with ample avenues for circulation. 

“The lay-out will be in the form of a 
cross. Leading out of the entrance hall 
will be the central avenue, and half-way 
along this—and at right angles—will 
stretch the east and west avenues. These 





" View from the entrance looking down the central avenue. 


main avenues will be lined by the principal 
stands and will divide the hall into four 
sections. 


‘“‘ Bearing in mind that an exhibition 
must not only be informative but enter- 
taining, we have endeavoured in our 
design to create throughout an atmosphere 
of gaiety. We have also, as I have already 
said, been at pains to relieve the immensity 
of the structure by sub-dividing it into a 
series of areas of interest. This aim has 
been developed in planning each section 
as a series of lightly defined spaces which, 
seen together, will be three dimensional 
in character. Finally, we had to bear in 
mind that in the treatment of the avenues 
and of the engineering hall, the decor 
could not be made too obtrusive since it 
will be required to act as a background 


545 


for the special stands and exhibits. To 
attain this objective we have adopted 
throughout the exhibition 3 ft. strips of 
fabric with similar spaces between them, 
defining various areas, and allowing the 
permanent structure of the hall and the 
natural light to penetrate to give the 
desired feeling of space-continuity and 
sense of three dimensions. 

“The decorative motif we have de- 
signed for the Exhibition is a yellow cog- 
wheel—symbolising Industry—encircling 
the White Cross of St. Andrew on the 
blue background.”’ 


OBITUARY 
SIR ARNOLD THORNELY, FRIBA 


WE announce with regret the death of 

Sir Arnold Thornely, FRIBA, 
which occurred at his home at Cobham, 
Surrey, on October 1. 

Born at Godley, Cheshire, in 1870, 
he was educated at private schools and 
articled to Francis Usher Holmes, FRIBA, 
of Liverpool, where most of his earlier 
work was done, much of it as a result of 
his success in winning competitions. 
Competitions in which he was successful 
included the head office of the Mersey 
Docks and Harbour Board, which he 
won before he was 30; the Liverpool 
Bluecoat Hospital; the Arts Building, 
Liverpool University; Wallasey Town 
Hall; King Edward’s Grammar School, 
Lytham ; and Stafford Library. 

The Ulster Parliament Building, which 
was begun in 1923, was by far the most 
important of his numerous works. Stand- 
ing four-square on a commanding site 
of 300 acres at Stormont about three miles 
from the centre of Belfast, and approached 
by a straight processional roadway three- 
quarters of a mile long, the building is 
acknowledged to be thoroughly in the 
spirit of Northern Ireland. 

Of the many buildings by Thornely 
at Liverpool, one of the most important 
was the extension of the Walker Art 
Gallery, carried out in 1933 with a fund 
provided by several donors. Consisting 
of six new galleries, one about the size 
of the big Venetian Room at the National 
Gallery, the extension was skilfully con- 
structed to the rear of the old building, 
so that the exterior of the Walker Art 
Gallery in the range including the Public 
Library and Museum and the Picton 
Reading Room on William Brown Street, 
fronting St. George’s Hall, is not affected. 

Other works by Thornely included 
offices for Elder, Dempster and Co., 
Liverpool, 1902; Bank of British West 
Africa, 1914; buildings for Liverpool 
University ; Walton Public Library, 1912; 
Egremont and Blundellsands Presbyterian 
Churches; offices and dye house for 
Johnson. Bros., Bootle, 1906 and 1916; 
British Glanzstoff Co.’s Works, Flint ; 
Police and Sessions Courts, and Public 
Halls, Blackburn, 1914-21; houses at 
Sheffield, Neston, Caldy, Prenton, Mat- 
lock, etc. ; and Housing Scheme, Prescot 
UDC, 1920-21. ' 


OTHER DEATHS 


WE ALSO regret to announce the deaths 
of Mr. H. W. Allardyce, FRIBA, Mr. 
Sydney Jupp, FRIBA, and Mr. 
Knewstubb, LRIBA, ARICS. 
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i* and new working methods. 


THE BUILDER 





A pre‘abricated concrete roof-section, used as an entry arch to the Ministry of 


Construction stand at the Leipzig Fair. 
held together by steel rods. 


The arch is made in two sections and is 


The building on the left was entirely devoted to tiles 


and ceramic facings for buildings. 


Building Developments at the Leipzig Fair 


By NEIL STEWART 


(THE building industry was well repre- 
sented at the Leipzig Fair, held in the 
Soviet Zone of Germany from August 30 
until September 9 last. By far the biggest 
contributor in this field was the East 
German Ministry of Construction. This is 
no doubt because of the new policy 
announced last June, which includes a big 
increase in dwelling construction and a cut 
in industrial development. 


The present structure of the building 
industry in Eastern Germany is a sort of 
half-way house between the private-enter- 
prise of the Western countries and the com- 
plete nationalisation of the Soviet-type 
economy. There are large nationalised con- 
cerns which undertake work on big projects, 
such as the Stalin Allee in Berlin, and a 
large number of small firms of artisan type 
which engage in private work and even do 
sub-contracting for nationalised organisa- 
tions. 


The guidance given to the industry by 
Government planning is clearly along the 
lines of mechanisation, prefabrication and 
the introduction of mew work-methods 
which enable the output per worker to be 
raised considerably. In the latter the Gov- 
ernment has been in the position of 
obtaining the support of the trade unions 


* for the introduction of high-output methods 


and payment by results. This in its turn 
kas introduced complications, which, how- 
ever, are not the subject of this article. 

A large open-air stand at the Fair was 
entirely given over to the Ministry of Con- 
struction. On it were examples of building 
machinery, prefabrication, new materials 


It is clear both from the Ministry of Con- 
struction stand and from the engineering 


+4 exhibits of the East German Government 
* that all ranges of mechanical appliances for 


the building industry can be produced in 
the Soviet Zone. 

On view were electric rammers and 
riddlers, winches and hoists and various 
types of cement and other mixers. There 
was a display of brick- and _tile-making 
machines, machines for the production of 
concrete parts, canalisation pipes, and so on. 
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Trench - digging machines, 
tower-cranes, both mobile or stat 
— machinery were also 

ere is a considerable export buysinec ; 
such items, and trade representatives we 
that many factories had orders from Chip; 
to keep them busy for some time to Chine 


A TRADE COMPETITOR 


It is worth noting that East Germany wilj 
probably be in a position to sel] more build. 
ing and other engineering products abroad 
in the near future. The recent Sovie: 
decision to end war reparations at the end 
of the year will mean that machinery pre. 
viously sent to Russia will be available for 
sale on the Western market. 


Steel and concrete played a big part in 
the exhibition. A graceful example of pre- 
fabrication was used as an archway to the 
Ministry of Construction stand. ‘Consist. 
ing of two ribbed segments, it is held 
together by a single rod and three vertical 
struts. It is used in series for roofing 
factories and other buildings where large 
spaces have ta be covered. Due, however, 
to the strengthening rod, the headroom is 
no higher than the supporting walls. 


Prefabrication on big sites is done on the 
spot, and mobile units exist which can pro- 
duce all standard types of prefabricated 
parts normally used. Standardisation is 
developed throughout the industry. This 
applies to girders, rafters, parts for stair- 
cases. clinker-bricks and even complete 
window sashes and door frames. 


Scaffolding seems to be a problem. Steel 
or aluminium scaffolding does not seem to 
be available in sufficient quantities, so wood 
is mostly used. Wall-building, however, is 
carried on from the inside, and external 
scaffolding from top to bottom is unusual. 
The bricks are not weather-proof, and all 
walls have to be covered with roughcast. 


Several solutions were shown to erect 
scaffolding to enable the roughcast to be 
applied. One was a steel-framed unit 


EXCavators, 


‘onary, and 
exhibited 





The new bricklaying method in action. Here a team of two men are at work, one 

laying the bricks while the other spreads the mortar. Note the special shovel, 

and the rods used to mark out the work. Bins to hold mortar are placed at regular 

intervals behind the men. In the rear is the cement mixer and compressor for 
pumping mortar to working levels. 
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supported on iron pegs in the brickwork. 
The frame can be moved quite quickly from 
one set of pegs to another. 

Another way was to support the scaffold- 
ing from inside the building, the supports 
emerging from the windows, and held in 

ition inside by frames which can be 
dismantled when the whole scaffolding is 
moved to the next storey. The roughcast, 
of course, is started when the building is 
completed and the floors are in position. 


SPEEDIER BRICKLAYING 

A new organisation of bricklaying, origin- 
ally of Soviet origin, was demonstrated at 
the Fair by a group of bricklayers. The 
traditional number of bricks laid by a 
German worker in an eight-hour day is from 
800 to 1,200, according to whether he is 
working on a clear wall or around window 
and door spaces. 

Under the new method, however, a team 
of two or three men can lay from 5,000 
to 7,000 bricks in an ordinary working day. 
One team working in the Stalin Allee in 
Berlin achieved a record of 12,700 bricks 
a day. As the men are paid on piecework, 
it ig not surprising that some of them are 
able to obtain very high earnings. 

The organisation is as follows: All corners 
and ends are marked by steel rods. The 
bricklayer, who is only concerned with lay- 
ing bricks, can see at a glance where his 
area of work lies. He has an assistant who 
spreads the mortar, which is contained in 
wooden bins behind the line of the wall. 
It is fed into the bins from a pipe-line, being 
mixed centrally and pumped by com- 
pressed air. 


Bricks are lifted to the scaffolding by an 
electric hoist, which contains a small crane. 
The bricks are held in a steel frame which 
takes about 80 to 100 German bricks, whose 
dimensions are approximately 24 in. by 14 in. 
by 5 in. When the hoist has reached the 
appropriate level, the frames are lifted off 
by the crane and the bricks ranged along 
the line of work. Conveyor belts are also 
used to lift bricks to the first storey, but 
the hoist is used for higher levels. 


Teams consist of two or three men. In 
the two-man team the bricklayer picks up 
his own bricks, and in the three-man team 
they are handed to him by the third mem- 
ber. Specially designed shovels are used in 
this work, having a cross-bar over the shovel 
blade, so that the workman can get a grip 
with both hands. 


It was interesting to note that a private 
manufacturer had a stand next to the 
demonstration site, at which he was exhi- 
biting shovels and other implements needed 
for this method of working. 


lt is clear that this method, when com- 
bined with the mechanisation of brick and 
mortar delivery, can produce very high pro- 
ductivity. It has to be seen, of course, in 
relation to the psychological factors of pay- 
ment by results and a stable demand for 
labour. German building methods permit 
a far rougher finish for the external brick- 
work, in view of the fact that the exterior 
will later be rendered. 


CERAMICS 
While bricks are still the standard building 
material, experiments are being carried out 
with other materials. Ceramics in particular 
ae popular. A big Soviet pavilion, which 
ominated the Fair, was lined on the outside 
with ceramic bricks. A whole building at 
inistry of Construction stand was given 

over to ceramic bricks and tiles. 
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Tiles have long been used in Germany for 
the large German stoves used in the winter 
for heating. They are now being adapted 
to further uses. Their cost is high but their 
indefinite life is seen as a factor making this 
worth while. Sample tiles, about 10 by 18 
in., were shown, and special shapes for 
the outlines of windows and doorways are 
produced. Different colours are available. 
The texture and correct colouring can pro- 
duce a very pleasant effect. 


Glass is another material now being de- 
veloped. Glass bricks are in use, although 
expensive. Facing plates of glass are widely 
used, and one item on exhibition was a 
clinker-cement farm drinking trough lined 
with glass. Glass walls are also made by 
assembling alternate u-shaped glass elements. 

No eccentricities seem advocated in the 
use of glass or other materials, and in 
general architectural styles have veered 
away from the pre-war influences. The pre- 
dominant fashions are staid but tasteful and 
the demand for prefabrication and the need 
to cut production costs have obviously had 
their effect on styles, although not neces- 
sarily in a harmful way. 


BOOK 


SPECIFICATION 1953. By F. R. S. Yorke. 
(London: Architectural Press.) Price 30s. 


THE VALUE of this book as a work of 
reference to architects, surveyors and en- 
gineers has now become an established fact. 
The revised edition of 1953, its 55th year, 
is no exception. An effort has been made 
to relate advertisements to the appropriate 
sections; and an adequate range of proprie- 
tary products is covered to permit the selec- 
tion of those suitable to the purpose. All 
the sections have been revised generally to 
include new materials and components, and 
references are made to new Codes of 
Practice, British Standards and the London 
Building (Constructional) By-laws, 1952. 
Building equipment notes on window and 
shop blinds have been revised, together with 
references to metal furniture and demount- 
able partitions. The metal windows, heating 
and thermal insulation sections have been 
brought up to date, and the section dealing 
with regulations governing the design of 
schools has been related to the requirements 
of the new Ministry of Education 
publications. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Tue ENGLISH FARMHOUSE. By Martin S. 
Briggs. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
Price 21s. 

Spon’s ARCHITECTS’ AND BUILDERS’ PRICE 
Book. 79th Ed. (London: E. and F. N. 
Spon, Ltd.) Price 25s. 

PLANNING: THE ARCHITECT'S HANDBOOK. 
7th Ed. By “E and O.E.” (London: Iliffe 
and Sons, Ltd.) Price 30s. 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
August Figures 

THe HousiInc SUMMARY presented to Par- 
liament as a White Paper* jointly by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland, shows 
that the number of permanent houses com- 
pleted in Great Britain during August was 
24,837, compared with 17,821 in August, 
1952. 

In the first eight months of 1953, 197,347 
permanent houses were completed, compared 
with 148.770 in the same period of 1952. 





*Cmd. 8.958 Housing Summary, August 31, 1953. 
HMSO, price 2d. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
ARCHITECTURAL WORK 
RIBA’s Proposed Collection 


HE RIBA Council have decided to build 

up at the Institute a collection of photo- 
graphs of architects’ work with the following 
objects in view: (1) To form a record of 
work which is being done throughout the 
country and particularly to record some of 
the smaller and lesser-known work not 
normally illustrated in the technical press. 
(2) To form a basis for reference material 
for the Press, for lecturers’ and writers” 
illustrations, and for exhibition work. 


In order that the collection may be kept 
within manageable limits at the start, archi- 
tects who would like to contribute material 
to the collection are asked to comply with 
the following rules:— 


1. All photographs must be addressed to 
the Secretary, RIBA, 66, Portland-place, W1, 
and packages should be marked in the top 
left-hand corner “ Photograph Collection.” 


2. Photographs should be unmounted and 
should be 10 in. by 8 in. in size and printed 
on glossy paper. 


3. Not more than two separate jobs may 
be submitted per annum (i.e., between Janu- 
ary 1 and December 31). 


4. Not more than three photographs or 
two photographs and one drawing of each 
job (drawings to be the same size as photo- 
graphs to facilitate filing) to be submitted. 
Photographs which indicate as much as pos- 
sible of the nature and character of the job 
will be preferred. 


5. Up to December 31, 1954, architects 
may submit photographs of buildings com- 
pleted any time since 1935 (but not earlier 
and not more than two jobs). After Decem- 
ber, 1954, no material should be submitted 
of buildings completed earlier than 1945. 
The decision to include work from 1935 
onwards during the first year has been taken 
to allow examples of certain types of build- 
ings to be included which have not been 
built since the war. Nevertheless, it is hoped 
that the bulk of material sent in will consist 
of photographs of recently completed work. 


6. On the back of each photograph the 
following particulars should be given: (1) 
Name and address of architect. (2) Nature 
and location of job. (3) Date of completion. 
(4) Name and address and reference number 
of photographer. (5) Name and address of 
copyright holder. (6) State if a reference to 
the job has appeared in the technical Press 
and where possible the name of the publica- 
tion and date of such reference. 

(N.B. No detailed information is te be 
submitted on any drawing unless subse- 
quently requested.) 


A formal acknowledgment of the receipt 
of photographs will be sent, but the Royal 
Institute cannot enter into any correspond- 
ence in connection with the submitted photo- _; 
graphs, nor can they give any undertaking * 
in regard to publication, display, retention 


or return of the photographs. 


Photographs submitted will be displayed 
(without the name of the architect appearing) 
at meetings of the Public Relations Com- > 
mittee, where members will vote on the suit- 
ability of the photographs for inclusion in 
All photographs will, how- 
ever, be retained for one year. The selected. : 
material will then be filed and a cross-indexj/) 9° 
kept under (i) architect’s name, (ii) buildings ® § 


the collection. 






type and (iii) location. 
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THE BUILDER 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONFERENCE 


The sixth annual Local Government Con- 
ference organised by the National Union of 
Conservative and Unionist Associations was 
held at Cliftonville, Margate, on October 7. 
The four papers submitted were not read at 
the Conference, but were briefly introduced 
by the authors and were then opened for 
discussion. The Conference itself was opened 
by Viscount Woolton, PC, CH. 


Housing—*“ Make, Mend and 
Modernise ” 


MPHE future course to be taken by the 

Government having attained its 300,000 
housing target of two years ago was put 
under the following three headings by Mr. 
HarMar NICHOLLS, JP, MP, in a paper which 
he submitted entitled “ Housing—Make, 
Mend and Modernise ”’: 


1. To maintain new house building at 
least at 300,000 per year, but to encourage 
occupier-ownership of them, rather than sub- 
sidised council tenancies. 


2. To keep in repair for as long as pos- 
sible the old houses in danger of becoming 
uninhabitable because rent restrictions made 
it impossible for owners to meet high repair 
costs. 


3. To bring up to a modern standard, and 
thus extend the life of those millions of early 
twentieth-century houses, whose construction 
was sound, but which were completed 
before baths, electric light and modern heat- 
ing were brought within the scope of ordin- 
ary house construction. This he described 
as a policy of make, mend and modernise. 

“The building and selling of new houses 
forms only a part of the housing effort we 
shall be called upon to make over the next 
few years,” he said. “A house saved is a 
house gained. 

“Of a total of about 13 million houses, 
approximately eight million were built 
before 1914. Approximately six million of 
these are more than fifty years old, and two 
million more than 100 years old. Of 
course, a proportion of these are ‘slums’ 
in the worst sense of the word, and we shall 
all welcome the time when they can be 
demolished and thus open up sites for new 
houses and flats. Since such sites are usually 
centrally situated, tenants would save money 
on bus fares, not an inconsiderable item in 
a modern household budget, expense of 
building would not have to include the cost 
of road construction, and in addition to 
removing eye sores, it would relieve the 
enroachment on food-producing land.” 

Not all of these houses, however, were 
slums ready for demolition, he continued, 
although they soon would be, if the neglect 
to repair which was perhaps unavoidable 
during the war, but which had also been 
continued in the eight post-war years, was 
not rectified. 

The problem, he thought, fell into two 
parts « 

(a) To keep in repair the old houses, which 
with care had a life of up to twenty years. 


(6) To bring up to a standard of normal 
modern amenity those houses structurally 
sound and well planned with potential life 
of forty years and more, but which were 
built just before baths, electric light and 
modern heating and cooking arrangements 
became a normal perquisite, 

The problem of keeping privately owned 
houses in repair was largely a matter of 








economics. Owners complained that rents 
restricted to pre-war level make repairs, 
which were now three times what they were 
in pre-war days, quite impracticable. This 
was an impasse, which must be overcome. 
It was understood by all political Parties. 

Mr. Harmar Nicholls continued : 

In my view, in tackling the problem, we 
should need to make certain that any amend- 
ment of the Act which allows any increase 
in rent is accompanied, or has already been 
preceded, by the execution of essential re- 
pairs on the property concerned. 

I would suggest that it may be fruitful to 
examine the possibility of tackling the prob- 
lem in three stages: 

1. Where both landlord and tenant can 


voluntarily agree on a new rent and what 
are essential repairs. Then allow this mutual 
arrangement to replace the existing Acts. 


2. In cases where the landlord is prepared 
to do the essential repairs, but the tenant 
prefers squalor to increased rent, or where 
the tenant is prepared to pay an increased 
rent but the landlord will not carry out the 
essential repairs; then to allow the willing 
party in either case to submit his scheme to 
an arbitrator for a decision. 


3. In cases where no move is made by 
either landlord or tenant, but where the local 
sanitary inspector feels that to preserve the 
house, repairs must be done, then the local 
authority should submit the case to the arbi- 
trator for regrading of rent, and themselves 
issue a statutory notice for the repairs. 


MODERNISE 


The second part of the problem is that of 
improving the amenities of houses otherwise 
structurally sound. There are five and a half 
millon houses without baths. Almost one 
million without piped cold water. More 
than one million without water closets. They 
still have old-fashioned cooking ranges. Few 
have modern grates. 

Such houses, hard to run, extravagant to 
heat, are capable of modernisation, which 
will give them a life of forty to fifty years. 
Since in any case they will for many years 
be home to many industrial workers, their 
wives deserve the benefits of all the modern 
improvements which can be given. 

Section 20 of the 1934 Housing Act offered 
an Exchequer contribution to both local 
authorities and private owners to carry out 
such improvements, if they resulted in rais- 
ing the amenities to certain standards, and 
ensured that the houses involved were habit- 
able for at least thirty years. 

Some local authorities have been carrying 
out improvements on an organised pro- 
gramme, but others have not been as eager 
as they ought to be. This is a pity, because, 
whilst it is not so spectacular to improve an 
old house as it is to build a new one, the 
fact remains that eight or ten houses may 
be made permanent modernised homes for 
the cost of building one new one. 


THE PRIVATE OWNER 


_ The inducement of improvement grants 
is less attractive to the private owner—the 
maximum grant is half the cost of the im- 
provement and he can only increase his rent 
by six per cent. on his share of the cost. 
Therefore, it will take him seventeen years 
merely to get his money back, during which 
time he is losing interest on his investment, 
and possibly in addition is himself having to 
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pay interest on money borrowed to do the 
repairs. 

Also the procedure for obtaining the 
grant is cumbersome and protracted, and the 
result is that the number of applications 
under this section has been lamentably 
small. 

This should be rectified, for experiments 
carried out in many parts of the country 
notably Stockton-on-Tees, and at Croydon, 
have proved that it is possible to reclaim 
sub-standard houses to a condition more ip 
keeping with modern home life. 

On the strength of the experience gained 
so far, there is undoubtedly a case fo, 
making the application of Section 20 more 
attractive to private owners. The permissible 
rent increase on the owner-share of improve- 
ment costs should be increased to eight per 
cent. or ten per cent. It should be made 
possible to borrow money for such repairs 
at the same interest rate as is available for 
local authorities—and in the light of experi- 
ence gained so far the procedure for obtain- 
ing the grant should be streamlined and sim- 
plified. 

If this is done, the ones who would benefit 
most are those families who would enjoy the 
extra comfort of living in the more up-to- 
date conditions, and rent increases would be 
offset by savings in fuel cost when modern 
units replace the older and more expensive 
grates. 


Local Government and the Fine Arts 


NO student of social or political science 

could deny that it was a prime duty of 
governments to foster the fine arts, said 
PROFESSOR THOMAS BODKIN, DLitt, in a 
paper entitled, “ Local Government and the 
Fine Arts.” 

“ All those civilisations of the past that 
merit our respect have produced a visual art 
that was both splendid and characteristic,” 
he said. “The countless hordes and tribes 
who failed to do so are dead indeed. One 
of the grim symptoms of social misery in 
the Bleak Age of English history, the hungry 
thirties and forties of the nineteenth century, 
was public apathy about art. Beauty is 4 
spiritual power. Truth and goodness 
deprived of the companionship of beauty 
cannot flourish as they should. The vast 
majority of the British people at the onset 
of the Industrial Revolution were cut of 
from free and frequent access to great works 
of art. They have come now to realise that 
this deprivation of sound aesthetic standards 
had much to do with many of the deficiencies 
from which they have suffered ever since, 
notably the hideous squalor of so many of 
their important manufacturing towns and 
cities and the low standards of industrial 
design that are still so prevalent. 

“ But the present tendency to lay exclusive 
responsibility for the provision of works of 
art upon the state or municipal authorities 
is surely wrong. The prime business of our 
governors is to set up and maintain those 
peaceful conditions of existence, that security 
for private possessions, that opportunity for 
leisure which, combined, will bring about 
a general respect for the things of the spinit, 
leading to a widespread desire for the pro 
duction and ownership of such works of - 
as to tend to embody aspirations and idea 
that ennoble and dignify our human nature. 
The cultivation of the fine arts mainly implies 
the provision of an environment in ; 
they can flourish. Whistler was not 
wrong when he declared: ‘Art happens” 
No prince may depend on it, the vastest 
intelligence cannot bring it about. 
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MUSEUM JUNK 


Professor Bodkin went on to refer to a 
book entitled “ in place of Fear” which was 
written, he said, by one of the foremost left- 
wing leaders, in which the author boasted 
that by Section 132 of the Local Govern- 
ment Act of 1948, he had enabled local 
authorities to spend without limit on such 
enterprises as the provision of museums and 
art galleries maintained by the rates. The 
Professor doubted the wisdom of this and 
said an enormous amount of public money 
had already been wasted in the unrestrained 
accumulation and the unattractive display of 
what could only be called Museum Junk. 


“Directors and Curators,” he said, “ under 
the occasionally uneducated and inexpert 
control of amateur committees, tend to 
gather and hoard exhibits, particularly when 
they have no persona] liability for the pur- 
chase price and are in no danger of finding 
their pretentions to taste and knowledge up- 
set by the resale of their acquisitions. The 
cost of such municipal undertakings is often 
wholly disproportionate to the services they 
are supposed to render. The Council of an 
important provincial city may well think that 
an annual budget of £60,000 is justified when 
the number of attendances at its gallery 
shows that visitors only cost about three 
shillings a head. It may be inclined to forget 
that the larger proportion of those visitors 
is almost certainly composed of idle children 
sheltering from the rain or courting couples 
on Sunday afternoons. Many municipal 
museums and galleries are already crammed 
to bursting point with exhibits. Their 
catalogues are incomplete and unscholarly. 
Yet the committees that control them are 
apt to seek prestige through a Press publicity 
which can best be obtained by exercising 
their purchase powers.” 


AMATEURISH ACTIVITIES 


While deprecating what he termed 
unco-ordinated, amateurish and _ highly 
extravagant activities in the field of the fine 
arts, Professor Bodkin made a plea that more 
generous treatment should be given to 
several of our great long-established 
National Museums and Art Galleries. 


“The British Museum is a treasure house 
of the most magnificent kind,” he said, “ it 
is the envy of the world. Not only does it 
hold out for the admiration and the emula- 
tion of ordinary citizens countless objects 
fashioned with the utmost. skill and 
sensitivity to which mankind has yet 
maintained, it also provides a vast apparatus 
of learning through which scholars can help 
Us to acquire ‘the knowledge of what man 
s and how he should live.’ At the moment, 
owing to shortage of funds and shortage of 
staff, many of the exhibition galleries of the 
Museum cannot be kept continuously open 
to the public. That seems to me to be a 
national scandal which should be remedied 
before any more money is spent on, or by, 


What | must call the aesthetic adventurers 
Mm Our midst. 


UNFAIR TO PROVINCES 


“ It can fairly be argued that the concen- 
tion of our chief masterpieces of art in 


London is unfair to the people of the 
— There is certainly a good case 


Made for the circulation throughout 
> ame of Much that is fine though 
ie Put on view in the capital. There is 
rm a case to be made to enable the 

lionery Office to spread widely and sell 
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at modest prices the admirable hand-books, 
reproductions and post-cards that can only 
be seen, as a rule, on the bookstalls of the 
museums and galleries of London. Above 
all, if money is to be spent on the encourage- 
ment of art, more should be given to 
our Universities to be used for that purpose. 
They lag far behind those of the Continent 
in making provisions for art; which prob- 
ably explains why the British people are far 
less interested in the visual arts than are 
other Europeans. Art, like water, does not 
flow upwards. 


“There always remains,” he concluded, 
“the danger that money voted for the 
encouragement of the fine arts may come 
to be dispensed by those who think that the 
circus is more important than the bread. A 
close eye should, therefore, be kept on those 
who may feel inclined to welcome, in the 
provisions of Section 132 of the Local 
Government Act of 1948, opportunities’ of 
indulging in patronage or propaganda that 
is adverse, ultimately, to the public interest.” 


Town and Country Planning 


i UCH work and ingenuity had been 

bestowed on the preparation of the 
development plans and a good deal of bold 
and imaginative planning had taken place, 
made possible by the wider scope of the 
plans compared with the old planning 
schemes under the 1932 Act, said Mr. DEREK 
WALKER-SMITH, MP, in a paper he presented 
on “Town and Country Planning.” There 
were, however, certain respects in which 
weakness was becoming or was likely to 
become apparent, he said, and we take the 
following extracts from his subsequent 
observations : ° 


First, there are from the national point 
of view certain dangerous artificialities about 
planning even in county units without a 
national plan. There is at present a 
tendency for urban planning authorities to 
plan with an eye only to urban problems, 
and for rural planning authorities to plan 
only with an eye to rural problems. At 
present it is not clear how these points of 
view are to be reconciled at the national 
level. For example, a great urban planning 
authority like the London County Council, 
will prescribe a density of development 
which seems suitable from the point of view 
of Londoners, but there is, of course, no 
guarantee, and scarcely even any likelihood, 
that the problem of land use in the country- 
side will be fully appreciated or taken into 
account in the fixing of such density. Thus 
the London development plan projects an 
overspill of 380,000 people in 20 years, and 
the Middlesex development plan proposes 
to use many more acres for housing in the 
20 years period, and at the end of the period 
to accommodate 32,000 fewer people than 
are accommodated to-day. This raises the 
immediate problem: at the expense of what 
form of use is the land for their accommoda- 
tion to be provided? Is it to be at the 
expense of agricultural land? Or mineral- 
bearing land? Or Green Belt? Or what? 
Similarly, provision of open space Is still 
theoretically based on the standard of four 
acres per 1,000 of the population prescribed 
in the Abercrombie plan, although it is 
admitted in the London development plan 
that an increase, even to two-and-a-half acres 
per thousand in areas with less than that 
amount, would be a striking achievement 
involving the acquisition of 3,000 acres of 
land at a cost of not less than £30 million. 


THE NEED FOR A NATIONAL PLAN 


The basic weakness, therefore, of planning 
at present is the lack of planning on a 
national level. It is quite true that develop- 
ment plans have to be confirmed by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government; 
and that he should have in mind these wider 
considerations. It is much less clear that he 
has the machinery or information to enable 
him properly so to do. What is seemingly 
required is a national plan for the use of 
land. This should have regard to the exist- 
ing Utilisation Survey, and attention should 
be given to such matters as density and type 
of development, for the guidance of planning 
authorities. It would obviously be much 
better for planning authorities to have this 
guidance before they start the preparation 
of their development plans, rather than that 
their plans should have to be twisted and 
compressed in order to comply with require- 
ments of which they have had neither know- 
ledge nor notice. 


This would assist also in other matters 
in which the workings of the development 
plans look like being rather unsatisfactory. 
Principally, of course, guidance is required 
by planning authorities in regard to the 
economic implementation of what they are 
doing. There is still in the plan-making 
machinery too great a divorce of economics 
and planning. Consequently there tends to 
be too lavish a use of the designation pro- 
visions which will place a severe burden on 
the Minister in discharging his statutory 
responsibility to refuse confirmation to any 
designations where he is not satisfied that 
the land will be required in ten years. Large 
portions of development plans at present 
drafted are likely to prove sterile on 
account of excessive cost and insufficient 
regard to economic factors. In this context 
it is worth noting in passing that the de- 
rating of industry has had an unexpected 
consequence on planning in that it has 
weighted the disadvantages of industrial 
hereditaments in comparison with their 
diminished rateable value. The result 1s 
that planning authorities tend to make 
insufficient provision for industry, and 
particularly for special industry, which may 
turn out to have very serious consequences 
for an industrial nation. 


THE IMPACT ON INDIVIDUALS 


The last matter on which planning 
authorities may need guidance, is in the 
matter of hardship to individuals. Here 
planning authorities face a real difficulty. 
For planning to be practicable and effective, 
it must to some extent be long-term. There 
is no doubt that planning ahead for 20 years 
and more is going to have a very strong and 
adverse effect on land values, not only on 
large properties but on small houses, shops, 
and the like. This is an aspect of develop- 
ment plans of which the public is as yet 
only remotely aware. When they do become 
aware of it, it may be that they will react 
unfavourably to the whole concept of plan- 
ning, thus injuring the chances of success of 
development plans which in the long run will 
rely for their efficacy on being acceptable to 
the general will. It is, therefore, desirable 
for this matter also to be considered on a 
national level with a view to giving such 
guidance to planning authorities as may be 
possible to help reconcile the conflict 
between the necessity of long-term planning 
and the hardship to individuals inflicted 
thereby. 

The consideration of development plans, 
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and the complexity of the financial aspects 
of town and country planning, have to some 
extent diverted attention from the procedural 
aspects. ] do not propose to deal with these 
at length. It is, however, time for a Con- 
servative Government to give closer attention 
to what is in effect a system of administrative 
law. The fact that the actual machinery of 
town and country planning appeals, inquiries, 
and the like, works very well, and that the 
people concerned with them have acquired 
an expert understanding of what they are 
doing, does not absolve the Government 
from the duty of considering whether the 
system could not be improved. For example, 
officers of government departments should 
be required to make their representations 
orally at inquiries, and therefore subject to 
cross-examination, and should not be per- 
mitted or encouraged to make written 
representations which are not available at 
the inquiry. Another matter is the question 
of the publication of the report of the 
inspector holding the inquiry, or at any rate 
its availability to any party concerned who 
is desirous of obtaining it. It has also been 
suggested that the inspectors, whose duty it 
is to hold such inquiries, should be taken 
off the establishment of the Ministry and 
constituted into a planning tribunal possibly 
with a legally qualified chairman. In any 
event, provision should be made for the more 
convenient adjudication of the many points 
of law which arise in these complicated 
matters with easier opportunity for stating 
a case for the opinion of the High Court. 
In particular there is at present no proper 
provision for dealing with applications under 
Section 17 of the Act of 1947, i.e., applica- 
tions to determine whether a planning per- 
mission is required at all, which are of their 
nature generally matters mainly of law. A 
further improvement is required in regard to 
the question of Board of Trade certificates 
for industrial development under Section 14 
of the Act of 1947. These decisions are at 
present purely administrative with provision 
neither for appeal nor inquiry. Everybody 
appreciates the many heavy matters with 
which the Government has been concerned 
in the last two years, but many will think 
that the time is now ripe to initiate some 
inquiry and review of the processes of 
administrative law. 


COMPENSATION AND BETTERMENT 


The White Paper on the amendment of 
the financial provisions of town and country 
planning, breaks new ground in its attempted 


solution of this problem. The 1947 Act 
attempted to solve it by nationalising 
development value. The 1932 Act had 


attempted to solve it by the collection of 
betterment and the payment of compensa- 
tion, which, however, was excluded in respect 
of planning restrictions of the by-law type. 
It is true that very little betterment was 
collected under the 1932 Act, but to general- 
ise from that Act is dangerous by reason of 
the slow pace of its implementation. The 
White Paper is more empirical in_ its 
approach; by implication it jettisons the 
attempt to find an ideal solution, and bases 
its approach on a rough and ready approach 
to practicability. It accepts that, if there is 
no development charge to iron out the 
differences between successful] and 
unsuccessful applications for planning per- 
mission, there must be compensation for 
refusal of planning permission. It, however, 
abandons the attempt to collect betterment 
and in so doing accepts the necessity of 
imposing substantial, if vaguely defined, 
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limitations on the payment of compensa- 
tion. It does not require much knowledge 
of the workings of Government in general, 
and of the Treasury mind in particular, to 
realise that if there is to be no betterment, 
there must in practice be limitations of com- 
pensation. 

In addition to these fundamental matters, 
there are some transitional matters which 
demand close attention. I shall refer to 
these only very shortly. There is paragraph 
49 of the White Paper, relating to the 
arrangements to be made where land has 
changed hands as a result of a private pro- 
perty transaction between individuals. It 
concerns the niceties and nuances of existing 
use value, and the difficulties of dealing with 
the infinite variety of gradations which may 
occur on an analysis of transactions since 
July, 1948. Then there is the case of dead 
ripe land with a Section 80 certificate. Some- 
what surprisingly no reference is made to 
this in the White Paper. There is, too, a 
question of the assignment of Part VI claims 
after November, 1952. These have to have 
the approval of the Central Land Board. 
Should this be left as a purely administra- 
tive proceeding, or should it not be made a 
quasi-judicial function? 

Finally, there is the question of fixing the 
rate and period of interest on compensation 
under paragraph 34 of the White Paper. No 
doubt many of these matters will be: dealt 
with in the Bill to come before Parliament 
in the coming Session. There are certainly 
great problems not only—and perhaps in the 
long run not mainly—in regard to these 
financial aspects, to be dealt with. 


Hospital Service Criticism 

ONE OF THE CRITICISMS which had been 
levelled against the new structure of the hos- 
pital service, said SiR HuGH LinsTeaD, OBE, 
MP, in a paper on “ Health and Hospitals,” 
was that the architects of a Group had to 
submit building plans first to the Regional 
architect and then to the Ministry’s architect. 
Three professional opinions on one set of 


plans could, he thought, be extravagant and 
the process wasted time. 


“ ARCHITECT SHOULD DESIGN 
ESTATE ” 


Warwick Society’s Plea 


WARWICK CORPORATION is being urged by 
the Warwick Society to consider appointing 
an architect to design the layout of a pro- 
posed new estate of 900 houses on the north- 
east side of the town, adjoining the Guy’s 
Cliffe area. 

A resolution on the matter has been sent 
to the corporation, which, it is understood, 
will be asked to receive a deputation from 
the Society. At the same time as the society 
disclosed its approach, the corporation’s 
housing committee reported that the borough 
surveyor, Mr. R. Wormell, had submitted 
plans and a scale model of the suggested 
layout of the new estate. His plans will 
be considered this month, and copies are 
being circulated to council members. The 
model is to be available for public inspec- 
tion. The Warwick Society, one of whose 
aims is to consider carefully all future 
development in so far as it affects Warwick’s 
appearance, says in a statement that mem- 
bers feel a natural concern that the new 
estate should enhance the beauty of the 
approach to Warwick from Kenilworth. 

They say that it is the finest opportunity 
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the town has had for attractive Municipal 
building since much of Warwick was 
destroyed by fire in 1694, 

“Only an architect with a special; 
knowledge of the design and layout of 
municipal estates could succeed in Creating 
an estate worthy of Warwick’s great tragj. 
tions,” the statement says. 


LEAMINGTON FIRE 
STATION INQUIRY 


Opposition Between County and 
Borough Councils 


(THE siting of a £100,000 new headquarters 

for the county fire brigade, with its 
central fire station and houses, which has 
been the subject of a four-year dispute 
between the Warwickshire County Council 
and the Leamington Borough Council, came 
into the open recently at a public inguiry 
held in Leamington. 

The inquiry was into an appeal by a 
Leamington builder, Mr. Arthur Pratt, of 
Arlington-avenue, against the refusal of the 
County Planning Committee to grant him 
permission to build private houses on an area 
of nearly four acres facing Lillington-road, 
Leamington. 

The County Council wishes to build the 
new fire station and headquarters on the 
land, but the Leamington Borough Coungil 
supports Mr. Pratt. He is also supported by 
100 residents in the area, who were repre- 
sented at the inquiry by Mr. G. Richards, 
a solicitor. 

Leamington fire station consisted of 
adapted cart sheds and stables, with the 
addition of prefabricated huts which were 
connected only by a narrow drive to a 
secondary road, the Chief Fire Officer for 
Warwickshire, Mr. H. S. C. TANNER, said. 
The administrative headquarters were almost 
a mile away in a private house. ply 

The same site was shared by the buildings 
of eight other organisations, a main sewer 
ended in the station yard and the station 
was so low that it had several times been 
flooded by the River Leam. Be ath 

“Under such conditions,” he said, “it 
impossible to carry out a proper drill and 
training programme or to insti! and main- 
tain among the men the enthusiasm and 
pride of service so essential to efficiency. 

Mr. Tanner pointed out that Leamington 
was the main fire risk in the area and that 
its residential sectors, full of old Regency 
and Victorian houses “ honeycombed with 
flats,” were more vulnerable than its modern 
factories. j 

The County Planning Officer, MR. J. J. 
Brooks, said that the County Planning 
Committee was of the opinion that it was 
essential in the public interest that this site 
should be retained for the fire brigade. 

Mr. A. T. ENGLAND, senior partner 0 the 
firm of Locke and England, estate — 
said that building of the fire station in tis 
residential area would cause a depreciation 
of at least £10,000 in the value of neigh 
bouring property. a 

It one chao he “ betrayal of authority, 
because people had trusted to the on 
tion of the area in the town plan for rs 
dential purposes. ; for the 

“It would be quite improper !0F at 
County Council to undertake coven 
of this sort in this area contrary y its 0 
development plan,” COUNCILLOR \* 
rank seoehalanan of the Leamingtoa 
Town Planning Committee, said. 
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PRIVATELY-OWNED 
HOUSES 


The Economics of Works of 
Improvement—II 


[From a Correspondent] 


IN a previous article published in this 
journal on September 25 the financial 
implications of bringing privately-owned 
houses up to council house standard as 
an alternative to building additional 
council houses were examined from 
three points of view—that of the owner, 
the local authority and the govern- 
ment—and it became clear that each of these 
parties would stand to gain. It was also 
clear that the occupier might normally 
expect to pay a lower rent for an improved 
cottage than for a new council house. It 
may seem surprising, therefore, that fuller 
advantage has not been taken of the pro- 
visions of the Housing Act 1949 under which 
existing houses may be improved by arrange- 
ment with the local housing authority and 
with the assistance of government grants to 
which the local rates make only a 25 per 
cent, contribution. The Act was passed at 
a time when the emphasis was on the build- 
ing of new houses rather than on the renova- 
tion of old and when the grant and rate 
contributions for such new houses were little 
more than 60 per cent. of what they now are. 
The majority of the local housing authorities 
have not yet operated the improvement 
grant provisions of the Act and it is prob- 
able that the majority of owners of proper- 
ties capable of improvement do not realise 
that, with the approval of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, the local 
authorities have power to award grants of 
up to 50 per cent. where the costs of 
improvement, in any individual case, are not 
ess than £150 and not more than £800 


THE MINISTRY’S STANDARDS 


The fact that these powers have been 
largely overlooked may be a partial explana- 
tion for the circumstance that they have 
deen but little exercised, but the general 
reason for lack of progress is undoubtedly 
to be found in the conditions laid down by 
the Ministry themselves. These are con- 
lained in Circular 90/49 issued on Septem- 
ber 15, 1949, to all housing authorities in 
England and Wales, and they state, inter 
alia, that the requirements which the 
Minister has specified for a dwelling in 
respect of which assistance is to be given 
under the Act are those laid down as the 
standard for a satisfactory house in the 
Report of the Standards of Fitness for Habi- 
‘ation Sub-Committee of the Central Hous- 
ing Advisory Committee, and are as 
10LOW$:— 

The dwelling must—{i) Be in all respects 
ary; (ii) Be in a good state of repair; (iii) 
Have each room properly lighted and venti- 
‘ated; (iv) Have an adequate supply of 
Wholesome water laid on for all purposes 
side the dwelling; (v) Be provided with 
ficient and adequate means of supplying 
‘ot water for domestic services; (vi) Have 
4 internal or otherwise readily accessible 
Waler closet; (vii) Have a fixed bath, prefer- 
ably in a separate room; (viii) Be provided 
wth a sink or sinks and with suitable 
‘vrangements for the disposal of waste water; 
(x) Be provided with facilities for domestic 
Washing, including a copper, preferably in 
* Separate room; (x) Have a proper drain- 
“se system; (xi) Be provided with adequate 
Polmts for artificial lighting in each room; 
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(xii) Be provided with adequate facilities 
for heating each habitable room; (xiii) Have 
Satisfactory facilities for preparing and 
cooking food; (xiv) Have a well-ventilated 
larder or food store; (xv) Have proper pro- 
vision for the storage of fuel; (xvi) Have a 
satisfactorily surfaced path to outbuildings 
and convenient access from a street to the 
back door. 

The “Minister has recognised that in some 
cases, particularly in rural areas, it may not 
be practicable for all these requirements to 
be attained and that the degree of appli- 
cation of the standard will perforce vary 
according to the extent to which public 
services are or are not available. Provision 
is made in the Act to enable the Minister 
to approve an application where he is satis- 
fied that compliance with a_ particular 
requirement would be impracticable, but it 
is nevertheless a fact that until recently 
there has been a reluctance to waive any 
requirement save on the ground of sheer 
impracticability, and an owner desiring to 
improve his property but not wishing to go 
all the way with the Ministry has been 
unable to obtain assistance. 


ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 


Nor is this all. The Act, as amended, 
provides a ceiling of £800 for improvements. 
It will almost invariably happen that when 
improvements are undertaken it will be con- 
venient to put in hand a certain amount of 
repair work which may conveniently be done 
whilst the contractor is on the job. To make 
two separate contracts, the one for repairs 
and the other for improvements, would be 
more costly and would probably be wasteful 
as well: there would, for example, be no 
point in hacking off and renewing defective 
plaster to a wall, part of which might sub- 
sequently have to be demolished to provide 
access to a bathroom or some other addition 
to an existing house. It is not always easy 
to draw a clear line between repairs and 
improvements, though in practice little diffi- 
culty is likely to be experienced in agreeing 
the allocation of the total contract sum 
with the local authority. The Practice Notes 
issued by the Ministry on January 18, 1951, 
however, do not help. They very properly 
point out that the Act was designed to assist 
the carrying out of any works, other than 
works of ordinary repair and maintenance, 
which add to a house, which is of sound 
construction and in good repair, amenities 
and conveniences which are normally pro- 
vided for a house of modern construction 
and which have come to be regarded as 
necessary for a pleasant and healthy life, 
and they give examples of work coming 
within the scope of the Act. These examples 
include the provision of indoor sanitation 
and of bathrooms where none exist at 
present; the provision of additional bedroom 
or living-room accommodation; conversion 
from cesspool to main drainage or the pro- 
vision of septic tanks or privy conversion; 
internal servicing for water, gas or electricity; 
works necessary to eliminate inherent struc- 
tural defects; the installation of a hot water 
system or domestic washing facilities includ- 
ing a sink and washboiler; the provision of 
new windows; the rebuilding of ground 
storey walling to take first-floor additions; 
the provision of a well-ventilated larder and 
storage cupboard accommodation; all works 
connected with the conversion of non- 
residential buildings into dwellings; the 
provision of access paths, and the sinking 
of new wells. 

Works not within the scope of the Act 
include the following:— 





Roads commenced in advance of approval; 
works to houses erected since 1945; the 
reconstruction or conversion of houses or 
buildings of which only ruins or remnants 
of walls remain, or works consequent upon 
war damage or damage by fire; works to 
houses the habitable rooms of which cannot 
be brought up to a height of at least seven 
feet; the enlargement or repair of cesspools; 
works carried out to parts of dwellings used 
for business premises; the provision of tiling 
or fittings in excess of reasonable standard, 
and conversion into flats which will not be 
entirely self-contained. 


IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS 


All these comments are unexceptionable 
enough, but where a contractor’s total 
account for improvements and repairs will 
exceed £800 the Practice Notes of the 
Ministry provide as follows:—: 


(i) Where the ordinary repairs account 
for the whole of the excess over £800 and 
the local authority are reasonably satisfied 
that, without those repairs, the dwelling 
will conform with the specified require- 
ments after the improvement works have 
been carried out, the application may be 
approved, but the cost of repairs must of 
course be excluded from the grant; and 


(ii) Where, however, the excess over 
£800 is due wholly or in part to the 
ordinary repairs and the dwelling will not 
conform with the specified requirements 
unless these repairs are carried out, the 
application cannot be entertained since 
the £800 maximum would be exceeded. 


It is this second requirement which is par- 
ticularly irksome. If it is literally interpreted 
many an owner seeking to combine necessary 
repairs with improvements and thereby 
incurring costs exceeding £800 will find him- 
self ineligible to receive assistance by way 
of grant. If he does the necessary repairs 
first, then, as previously mentioned, the total 
cost will be increased and wasteful expendi- 
ture will probably be incurred. It is this 
provision, read with the explicit and detailed 
requirements of the Ministry, which consti- 
tutes the major stumbling block to an owner 
wishing to improve his property and to a 
local authority wishing to assist him, but 
there are, happily, indications that the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
is now disposed to take a more reasonable 
view of the situation and, whilst restricting 
grant aid to improvements costing not more 
than £800 except in cases where the build- 
ings to be improved are of historical or 
architectural] interest, they will be prepared 
to exclude from total costs all repairs, 
whether absolutely necessary or merely desir- 
able, which are not related to the improve- 
ments themselves and, at the same time, to 
look favourably on proposals to effect use- 
ful improvements to houses which, having 
regard to all the circumstances, it would not 
be reasonable to bring fully up to the 
standard recommended by the Central Hous- 
ing Advisory Committee. 





Council Housing 


Wrexham TC has received support from 
Welshpool Council to its resolution asking 
that representations be made to the Gov- 
ernment for the introduction of legislation 
to provide for a capital subsidy to facilitate 
building houses for owner-occupation. It 
was said to be unreasonable that people in 
higher income groups should occupy houses 
built by the Council at subsidised ren 
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LCC HOUSING 
Accounts for 1952-53 


A REPORT by the London County Coun- 

cil finance and housing committees on 
the council’s housing accounts for 1952-53 
states that there was a total deficiency of 
£4,726,333, including £581,364 related mainly 
to pre-1919 housing operations. Exchequer 
grants provided £2,026,256 (51 per cent.) to- 
wards the deficit on post-1919 schemes. The 
remainder was met from the rates—£850,464 
(21 per cent.) as the statutory rate contribu- 
tion and £1,101,289 (28 per cent.) as addi- 
tional rate contribution to balance the ac- 
count. £580,000 of this last figure is defi- 
ciency on completed dwellings after allow- 
ing for State subsidy and statutory rate con- 
tribution, the remainder is mainly debt 
charges, etc., on capital expenditure which is 
not yet revenue producing. 

In 1952-53 the proportion of the total 
deficiency borne by the rates was 49 per cent. 
compared with 52 per cent. in 1951-52. The 
fall of three per cent. is due to two tempor- 
ary factors:—an increase of £7 10s. a dwell- 
ing in the transfer to the repairs and renewals 
fund did not operate in the financial years 
1952-53 although the rents were increased 
from January, 1953; and dwellings completed 
in 1952-53 attracted the higher subsidies avail- 
able under the Housing Act, 1952, although 
much of the related capital expenditure had 
been incurred before the increases in rates of 
interest of November, 1951, and February, 
1952, took effect. 

The total cost of supervision and manage- 
ment was £870,043, or £5 14s. a dwelling. 
This can be classified as required by the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
as £2 8s. for general expenses (items com- 
mon to all housing authorities—principally 
administrative costs and rent collection) and 
£3 6s. for special expenses (items varying 
according to the extent and nature of an 
authority’s operations, ¢.g., estate gardens and 
greens, central heating, lifts, laundries, stair- 
case lighting, caretakers and porters). 

The cost of maintaining the waiting list 
(excluding the cost of selecting and inter- 
viewing prospective tenants which are part 
of the management costs of dwellings) was 
£119,359, compared with £144,245 the pre- 
vious year. 

The average weekly cost of all dwellings 
built since 1919 was £1 1s. 9d., of which 
13s. 1d. was borne by the tenant and the 
remainder by the Exchequer grants and rate 
contribution. 

The expenditure on repairs, etc., was £17 8s. 
for each post-1919 dwelling and £18 16s. for 
each pre-1919 dwelling. The cost of repairs 
for post-1919 dwellings exceeded the trans- 
fer to the repairs and renewals fund of 
£10 10s. a dwelling and reduced the amount 
remaining in the fund to £1,743,084. As al- 
ready decided, £1 8s. a dwelling will be trans- 
ferred for future years. The separate fund 
for pre-1919 dwellings was exhausted in 
1951 and for 1952-53 and 1953-54 £24 a 
dwelling is being transferred from revenue 
account to meet the cost of repairs and re- 
newals on these dwellings. 

The capital expenditure for the year was 
£21,547,668, an increase of £2,662,372 on the 
previous year. This brought the aggregate 
net capital expenditure on housing by the 
council and its predecessors to over £171 
million. The net outstanding loan debt at 
March 31, 1953, was £147,550,182. 


Housing Progress 


The housing committee state that during 
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THE BUILDER 


dwellings were completed, making a total of 
52,216 permanent new houses and flats since 
the war. The number completed in the three 
months ending March 31, 1953, was 1,672, 
and the total for the half-year (4,434) com- 
pares with 4,217 in the first half of 1952, an 
increase of 217. 

The scarcity of bricks and building blocks 
noted by the committee in their last*report 
has become more acute and has resulted in 
the slowing down of work on some schemes. 
All steps to minimise the effects of these 
shortages have been taken, including the 
reservation and direct purchase of such goods. 


STRUCTURAL 
ENGINEERING 


Future Possibilities Examined 


* N ODERN Developments of Structural 

Engineering” was the subject chosen 
by Lieut.-CoLONEL R. F. GALBRAITH, BSc 
(Eng), AMICE, in his presidential address 
at the Institution of Structural Engineers, in 
London, on October 1. After dealing at 
some length with the various aspects of the 
subject, the speaker made the following 
observations on possible future develop- 
ments :— 


It is hard to forecast the direction that 
technical developments will take in the 
future, but there are several needs in the 
structural engineering world which no doubt 
will be met in the future. Concrete which 
has a high crushing strength is a heavy 
material. The light-weight concretes pro- 
duced by air entrainment are not really 
strong enough for many structural purposes, 
so there remains a demand for a light-weight 
concrete of high strength. If it can be pro- 
duced at a competitive cost the scope for 
its use in stractural engineering is immense. 
The great defect of concrete, mainly its high 
deadweight, would disappear, and precast 
members could be increased in size without 
a comparative increase in the capacity of 
lifting tackle. Perhaps the solution lies in 
the direction of hollow glass spheres, which 
have great crushing strength, cemented 
together with a silica gel. 


The strength of nylon thread has been 
exploited in the use of ropes for ship 
fitting. Can this strength be used for struc- 
tural purposes in the form of non-corrosive 
reinforcement? In a similar manner glass 
ropes and toughened sheet glass may become 
structural materials. 

In the field of plastics, materials are being 
developed which soon may be of use to the 
structural engineer. The hardened resin and 
glass combination is an engineering material 
the application of which has hardly yet been 
touched. It is about one-third the weight 
of steel and two-thirds the weight of alu- 
minium, with a very high strength/weight 
ratio. Glass-reinforced plastics have a high 
impact strength and are extremely resistant 
to corrosion. 

Another development urgently needed is 
the extension of the education of the general 
contractor, his agents and workpeople in the 
use of modern techniques. The costs of 
buildings are extremely high, and develop- 
ments which might help to reduce these costs 
should not be retarded by high prices arising 
from the lack of knowledge and experience 
of contractors in such methods. The train- 
ing courses held by the Cement and Concrete 
Association for foremen and others are doing 
excellent work in this direction and should 
be encouraged by all the means in our power. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
FEDERATION OF 
PRESTRESSING 


First International Congress 


“ FIXHE doubts which have at vari 

‘3 been cast on the ability of a 
concrete construction to provide the degree of 
fire resistance now required by the by-la 
have no doubt been partly due to the se 
of published data on actual tests pare 
out,” said Mr. A. W. Hitt, ACGI, BSc DIC 
AMICE, MIMunE, when he gave a gener 
report on “The Influence of Abnormal 
Temperatures on Prestressed Concrete Con- 
struction ” at the first International Congress 
of the International Federation of Prestress. 
ing which ends to-day (October 9) in 
London. 

_“ This new form of construction,” he con- 
tinued, “ which has developed at a very rapid 
rate since the war, has outstripped research 
In some respects, and this is especially true 
in the field of research into its fire-resisting 
properties. Facilities for such research are 
extremely limited, but the work which is 
rapidly nearing completion at the Fire 
Research Station at Elstree is of outstanding 
value in the development of prestressed 
concrete. 

“It is proving that prestressed concrete 
can be suitably designed to withstand the 
normal requirements for fire resistance in 
buildings, and we must look forward to the 
time when the permissible forms and sizes 
of construction for prestressed concrete have 
been detailed in the by-laws, side by side 
with the other forms of construction, and will 
be accepted for construction work every- 
where. 

“At the present time we have available 
test results on most of the prestressed 
concrete flooring units and systems used i 
this country, and in addition the extensive 
series of tests on the post-tensioned beams 
indicates that positive recommendations for 
structural elements requiring up to two hours 
fire resistance could now be made. It is 
hoped that this will follow the receipt of the 
confirmation required by the American tests. 

“We have, of course, still to deal with 
four-hour fire resistance, and decide whether 
this can be provided effectually and 
economically without special protective 
coverings. We know that it can be provided 
with special lightweight protections, and 
may well be more economical to retain ou’ 
thinner sections which satisfy the structura 
and stress requirements, and provide the 
extra fire resistance with the protective covet 
ings for such buildings as warehouses, dock 
and storage buildings. It would seem that a0 
additional two-hour fire resistance could be 
provided with a 1 in. thick protection of 
vermiculite plaster or an increase of 2} i 
in concrete cover, and the former method 
may be more economical in reducing the 
permanent deflexion and providing cast’ 
repair in the event of a fire of less 
maximum intensity. 

“ Further work being undertaken at Elstree 
may provide an analytical approach to 
problem of the fire resistance of pres 
concrete by linking the results of the tst 
so far carried out with data concerning | 
properties of the constituent materias 
Investigations are in hand on the propert 
of both cold-drawn wire and concrete at 
temperatures and after cooling. Whea . 
critical factors which determine 
haviour of prestressed concrete during 
after fires have been established, it 
possible to assess the performance of 
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with dimensions exceeding the capacity of 
the present testing equipment. é 

In a general report on ™ Statically Indeter- 
minate Structures in the Elastic and Plastic 
States,” MonsieuR Y. GuyoNn said that if 
one knows how to construct statically in- 
determinate structures there still remains 
much to learn both for the elastic state 
(which is the present stage) and for plastic 
phenomena, which will have to be taken into 
account for the future. We must simplify 
the conception and the execution, and we 
must also understand the true nature of the 
phenomena, which we can only use when 
we know how to take account of them. 

On the first question, it is only through a 
succession of individual works that progress 
can come. 

For the second, research is being carried 
out, but an international collaboration 
appears to be indispensable, if only because 
of the vast expense involved. 

On October 7, PROFESSOR G. MAGNEL pre- 
sented a general report on five papers which 
had been received on the question of “ The 
Design of Statically Determinate Beams and 
Slabs in Prestressed Concrete, Based on 
Ultimate Load.” 


LAW REPORT 


Building Work Ordered by Club 
Committee 
CourT OF APPEAL 


BEFORE LoRDS JUSTICE SOMERVELL, DENNING 
AND ROMER. 


Rowntrees of London (Builders), Ltd., v. 
Rubin, Temple and Rubin. 


AN appeal by Mr. Sidney Rubin, Mr. 
“” Albert Temple and Mr. Stanley Rubin, 
members of the committee of the Screen- 
writers’ Club, Ltd., of Deanery-street, Park- 
lane. London, W., against the judgment of 
Judge Dale at Westminster County Court 
for Rowntrees of London (Builders), Ltd., 
of Holland-street, Kensington, W., for 
£63 6s. 10d. for repairs to the club. was 
dismissed by the Court of Appeal on 
October 2. 

Mr. H. Vester. for the appellants, said 
that Judge Dale held that they were per- 
sonally liable as members of the committee. 
Counsel submitted that there was no evidence 
that they ordered the work. The fact that 
a person was a member of the committee 
was not evidence that he authorised work. 
There was an onus on the plaintiffs to prove 
that individual members of the committee 
md the work or acquiesced in it being 
one. 

Lord Justice Somervell, giving judgment, 
said that the plaintiffs had previously done 
work at the club on credit, and had been 
paid for it. “J think,” said his Lordship, 
“that in a case like this one, in which the 
defendants did not assist the court by giving 
evidence as to their participation in the club’s 
affairs, the judge was entitled to draw the 
inference that the work was ordered by the 
committee. I think he was entitled to hold 
that the three members of the committee 
before him were liable to the plaintiffs for 
the amount claimed.” 

Lord Justice Denning said that when a 
club secretary or steward ordered goods for 
the club the ordinary inference was that he 
had given the orders on the club’s behalf. 
If any members of the committee sought 
to show that the secretary or steward was 
Rot authorised to give the order on their 
behalf. they must give evidence to that effect. 

Lord Justice Romer concurred. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 
Making Good of Defects 


Q.—We completed a contract for a local 
authority for the erection of eight houses, 
and all the houses were occupied and the 
contract completed by December 23, 1952. 
We have not received any Schedule of 
Defects under clause 12 of contract. 

As the six months’ maintenance period 
has long expired, should we accept same 
when they do send it in, and what is our 
legal position regarding this and obtaining 
the retention money? We would point out 
that the quantity surveyors have done prac- 
tically no measuring on this contract, merely 
having prepared valuations. 

Any advice on this matter will be greatly 
appreciated. CONTRACTOR. 


A.—I think that the intention of clause 
12 is that the contractor should be liable 
only for such defects*as appear within the 
Defects Liability Period. Moreover, any 
instructions as to the making good of such 
defects must, in my opinion, be given within 
a reasonable time after the expiration of 
the Liability Period. The architect is re- 
quired by clause 24(f) to issue his final 
certificate at the expiration of that period or 
as soon as the defects have been made good, 
whichever is the later. If, when the period 
expires, the architect has not already given 
any instructions under clause 12, it is his 
duty to consider immediately the issue of 
the final certificate. He must, I think, be 
given a reasonable time in which to do this, 
but should not be dilatory. If he does delay 
unreasonably in the issue of a final certificate, 
he is probably past the period for giving 
instructions regarding the making good of 
defects. 

As to the retentien money, one-half should 
have been paid on practical completion, the 
balance being payable on the issue of the 
architect’s final certificate; according to 
clause 21(d). As no instructions have been 
given in this case under clause 12, that 
certificate should have been given as.soon 
as possible after the expiration of the Defects 
Liability Period, and, if it has not been 
given, the contractor can refer the matter to 
arbitration under clause 27. If he is 
aggrieved by the failure of the quantity 
surveyor to carry out measurements, he may 
also refer that matter to arbitration under 
clause 27. A. ELT. 


New Drain: Has Installer Right to 
Compensation from Future Users? 


Q.—An existing premises on cesspit drain- 
age is sited in the middle of a number of 
vacant building plots, and it is now proposed 
to install a new drain from these premises 
to an existing sewer in an adjoining street, 
the new drain to run along an unadopted 
private access way and to be of a size large 
enough, as agreed with the local council, to 
take the future drainage of the intervening 
plots when built on. ops ; 

Has the occupier of the existing premises 
the right to demand compensation for future 
connections, as he is bearing the full cost 
of the original drain, or alternatively the 


right to refuse a connection to be ee 


A.—This is a difficult question to answer 
concisely, as A. C. does not give all the 
facts; in particular he does not indicate the 
circumstances in which it is proposed that he 
should bear the whole cost of the original 
drain. There seem, however, to be three 
possibilities; viz., that: 


_ (1) A. C. having given notice of his 
intention to construct the drain, the local 
authority have required him to make 

drain large enough to 
drainage of the intervening plots. 


(2) A. C. having given notice of his 
intention to construct the drain, the 
authority have merely suggested to him 
that he should make the drain to the 
larger size. 


(3) The local authority made the first 
move by requiring A. C. to provide satis- 
factory drainage for the premises. 

I will deal with these possibilities in turn. 

(1) Where a person proposes to construct 
a drain or sewer, the jocal authority tay 
require him to construct the drain or sewer 
in a manner different from that proposed by 
himself as regards material or size of pipes, 
depth, fall, direction, etc. The authority 
can only exercise this power if they consider 
that the proposed drain or sewer is, or is 
likely to be needed, to form part of a 
general sewerage system which they have 
provided or propose to provide. The local 
authority must repay to the person concerned 
the extra expense which he has incurred 
in complying with their requirements (section 
19 of the Public Health Act, 1936). In this 
case, therefore, A. C. is adequately protected. 


(2) If the local authority have merely 
suggested to A. C. that he build the Jarger 
sewer without requiring him to do so under 
section 19, then he cannot, in my opinion, 
claim any compensation or repayment from 
the authority. He might in certain circum- 
stances be able to refuse to allow the 
owners of the adjoining plets to make con- 
nections with the drain unless they paid a 
reasonable sum for the privilege. But this 
would depend to a large extent on the terms 
and conditions on which A. C. has got per- 
mission to lay the drain in the soil beneath 
the private access way. The probability is 
that the soil beneath the access way is owned 
up to at least half its width by the owners 
of the adjoining plots. A. C., therefore, will 
need their permission to lay the drain under 
the access way. When securing their per- 
mission he may be able (in consideration of 
his providing the drain) to secure an under- 
taking that they or their successors in title 
will reimburse him when the land is 
developed. Such an undertaking will involve 
conveyancing problems on which A. C. 
would be advised to consult his solicitor. 


(3) Where premises are not provided with 
satisfactory drainage, the lecal authority can 
(under section 39 of the Public Health Act) 
require the owner of the premises to connect 
with the public sewer. This power, however, 
is subject to certain limitations: 


(a) where the premises are more than 
100 feet from the sewer, the authority can- 
not require the connection to be made 
unless prepared to pay the excess cost; 


(b) if there is satisfactory cesspool drain- 
age, the authority cannot require the 
connection to be made, unless they are 
prepared to pay the whole cost. 


Assuming that the authority can require 
the owner to connect at his own expense 
under section 39, they could also, I think, 
require him under section 19 to. provide 


a larger drain than he would need for him- | ** 
self. In that case the authority would have | 


to pay the extra cost involved. In all the 
circumstances, I think it unlikely that the 
authority have invoked section 39 in A. C.’s 
case, but it is a possibilig be A. BT. 
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BUILDING SURVEYORS’ 
INSTITUTE 


Annual General Meeting 


THE annual general meeting of the Build- 

ing Surveyors’ Institute was held at 
Birmingham on September 25. The presi- 
dent, Mr. W. Alexander, ARIBA. MRSanl, 
presided. 

In his address to members, MR. ALEXANDER 
said that a year ago the number of members 
was nearly 300; at the present time the 
number was nearly 800. Many applications 
for membership had been reluctantly rejected 
by the council, as it had been considered 
essential to the proper development of the 
Institute that a high standard of qualifica- 
tion should be required from prospective 
members and that they should be in, or 
have been in. the vocation of building 
surveyor. 


Education.—The education committee had 
framed a scheme of examinations and this 
had been approved by the council and would 
soon be presented in its final printed form. 

The scheme provided for two examina- 
tions, one for Graduate membership and 
the other for Associateship, to be held annu- 
ally in June. Graduateship examinations 
would generally be restricted to those who 
had pursued an approved course of study 
and would consist of three papers, one in 
building construction, including drainage and 
sanitation, a second in quantities and a third 
in materials and specifications. Exemptions 
would be granted to those holding a Higher 
National Certificate or Higher National 
Diploma in Building. 

The Associateship examination would be 
restricted to those who have passed or gained 
exemption from the graduate examination 
and to those not less than 21 years of age. 
The subjects in this examination were: 
quantities, analysis. of prices, building law 
and professional practice, and site surveying. 


Standards Required 

Exemptions would only be granted on a 
subject-for-subject basis. For the subject 
“ quantities,” the City and Guilds of London 
Institute final examination in builders’ 
quantities, section “A,” would be required, 
and for “analysis of prices” the City and 
Guilds of London Institute final examination 
in builders’ quantities, section “ B.” 

Before election to Associateship candidates 
would need to have passed the Associateship 
examination and must have had at least 
three years’ approved professional experi- 
ence and be not less than 24 years of age. 


Organisation.—Much work had been done 
during the past year in reorganising and de- 
centralising the administration and work of 
the Institute. 

Five Regions had been formed and each 
had elected its representatives to the execu- 
tive council. The Regions had been divided 
into Areas and much activity had taken place 
and was planned for the future. 

Referring to changes in the secretaryship 
of the Institute, Mr. Alexander said that the 
present secretary, Mr. George Wain, had 
done a great deal for the Institute from its 
inception. He had now resigned in order 
that a practising secretary could be appointed 
to give them professional guidance. He 
would, however, remain as a member of 
the executive council. They had been very 
fortunate in obtaining Mr. Arthur Ethell as 
a successor to Mr. Wain. 

Mr. Ethell was able to provide them with 
first-class administrative headquarters and 
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secretarial services. The headquarters and 
records office would be at 23, St. Cuthbert’s- 
street, Bedford, with a London office at 
Craven House, Kingsway, and an office at 
Sherington Manor, Newport Pagnell, together 
with provision for committee meetings. 

It was proposed and unanimously agreed 
at the meeting that founder membership 
should remain open for at least another 12 
months, 


ALLEGED CONTRAVENTION OF 
SAFETY REGULATIONS 


Proceedings Against London Firm 


PROCEEDINGS which were brought as 

the result of a man being buried in 
a trench were concluded at North London 
Magistrates Court on September 25 when 
Messrs. E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., of 48, 
Wellesley-road, Croydon, were summoned 
for alleged contraventions of the Building 
(Safety, Health and Welfare) Regulations, 
1948. 

The Magistrate (Mr. Seymour Collins) 
held that the prosecution had proved a 
summons which . alleged that, as a conse- 
quence of a contravention of the Regulations, 
an employee, Mr. Joseph Deacon, of Morrey- 
way, Edmonton, suffered bodily injury. He 
granted the company an absolute discharge 
on payment of £15 15s. costs. A summons for 
not using adequate timber to prevent danger 
in an excavation from fall or dislodgement 
of earth, was not separately dealt with. 

Prosecuting, factory inspector Mr. Charles 
F. Carr, said defendants were erecting flats 
at Frampton Park-road, Hackney, and had 
been digging out the foundations. Two men, 
working in a trench behind an excavator, 
were fixing supports to the trench sides to 
guard against dislodgement or falls of earth, 
and were spreading concrete on the bottom 
of the trench. 

While working alone in a trench Deacon 
was levelling concrete some eight to ten feet 
in front of the last pair of struts, when one 
side of the trench caved in and buried him. 

Mr. Carr submitted that the supports were 
not sufficient. 

For the defence, Mr. John Barker, em- 
ployed by the company as a foreman, said 
he was in charge of the operation. He had 
40 years’ experience of trenching and exca- 
vating. In his opinion, the distance between 
the supports of five to seven feet was 
sufficient. 

“ We have done 11 sites in Frampton Park 
and every one turned out successfully except 
this one,” he said. “You are exposed to 
risk immediately you step into a trench.” 

Site agent, Charles Jones, with 32 years’ 

experience in the building trade, said he did 
not consider the sheets ought to have been 
closer than they were for safety. “. A timber- 
man has to take risks in any case,” he said. 
5 There is a liability for any trench to come 
in. 
“This is one of those things which may 
happen whatever one does,” submitted 
defending counsel, Mr. R. J. Parker. “ That 
is not what the regulations call upon people 
to guard against.” 

Finding the summonses made out the 
Magistrate said he did not think close board- 
ing was really necessary but what mattered 
was the position of the timberman when he 
got too far ahead of the strutting. 

Obviously the open part of the trench is 
a more dangerous position than closer to 
the sheeting,” he said. “I think that here 
poco was some responsibility on Messrs. 

mith. 
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STABILISED SOIL ROADS 
Notes Prepared by Road Research 
Laboratory 


THE ROAD RESEARCH LABORATORY receives 
a steady flow of inquiries about soil stabiliss- 
tion. Most of them come from architects and 
builders who are interested in making good, 
reasonably cheap roads, but who know little 
about the subject. The following notes have 
been prepared by the Laboratory to explain 
what soil stabilisation is and where detailed 
information can be obtained: 

Soil stabilisation has been used more and 
more for making roads in recent years. The 
method is simple. Briefly, the soil on the site 
of the proposed road is mixed with one-tenth 
of its weight of ordinary Portland cement, 
water added as necessary and the mixture 
compacted, This soil-cement mixture then 
hardens and when set is covered with some 
form of bituminous surfacing. Stabilised soil 
takes the place of stone macadam or pitching 
and is often a good deal cheaper. 

Before deciding to use this method of road 
making, it is essential to have the soil tested 
to find out if it will, in fact, harden when 
mixed with cement. The tests needed for this 
are described in British Standard 1924:1953, 
“Methods of test for stabilised soil,” pub- 
lished by the British Standards Institution, 
price 12s. 6d. There are a number of firms 
who will carry out this testing work on pay- 
ment. A list of these can be obtained from 
the Director of Road Research, Road 
Research Laboratory, Harmondsworth, 
Middlesex. 

Road Note No. 15 (HMSO, price 9d.) gives 
the details necessary for preparing specifica 
tions for a stabilised soil road. It was pre- 
pared by the Road Research Laboratory with 
the collaboration of engineers who have a 
wide experience of the successful use of the 
process. Its title is “Specifications for the 
construction of housing estate roads using 
soil-cement.” 

A description of the operations involved 
in making a soil-cement road and complete 
information on this particular form of con- 
struction are given in “Soil Mechanics for 
Road Engineers ” (HMSO, price 30s.). 


CERTIFIED CARPENTERS 
A New Sub-section 


ANOTHER new sub-section of the [BICC 
(which now has 13 full sections and sub 
sections, including two in Australia) has 
been inaugurated, this time as an offspring 
of the Midland section. It is to be known 
as the North-Midland sub-section. At the 
inaugural meeting held at the North 
Staffordshire Technical College, Stoke-or- 
Trent, on September 26, a group of mem 
bers resident in the area were supported and 
wished well in their efforts by the chairman 
and secretary of the Midland section and 
vice-chairman of the North-Western section. 

The vice-chairman of Council, Mr. M. T. 
Telling, travelled from London (in_ the 
unavoidable absence through illness of the 
chairman, Mr. G. T. B. Winstanley), and 
his inaugural address expressed the council's 
good wishes. 

The new chairman of the sub-section 
Mr. S. C. Evans, and the secretary is MI 
E.G. Grundy, of 9, Huntley-avenue, Park: 
hill, Stoke-on-Trent. The sub-section 
in an area between and including the towss 
of Burton-on-Trent, Wellington, Shrewsbury, 
Audlem, Crewe, Congleton, Leek, Uttoxele’ 
and back to Burton. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Proposed “ Speculative” Houses at 
Addington Village: Minister 
Dismisses Appeal 
THE appeal of New British Garden 
Estates against the deemed refusal of 
the Croydon Borough Council to grant 
planning permission for the construction of 
a new street and the erection of 40 houses 
on land at Spout Hill, Addington, has been 
dismissed by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government. 

In the course of his decision the Minister 
says he notes that the council were not 
opposed to the use of the land for housing. 
but considered that the proposed layout and 
type of houses were not worthy of the site, 
which is an attractive one on the slope of 
a hillside above the village church, with a 
wooded ridge as background when viewed 
from the road below or from across the 
valley. The Minister does not dissent from 
the council’s view that the site should be 
used for houses, but he agrees with them 
that the type of development proposed would 
not be suitable to these surroundings. 
Details of design and layout must, of course, 
be considered by the appellants’ technical 
advisers and by the local planning authority 
if it were decided to make a fresh applica- 
tion for planning consent, but the Minister 
thinks it will not be out of place to give 
some general indications of what he has in 
mind. 

The site rises behind the village church 
and is visible from the village road. It is 
part of the pleasant setting of the village 
and calls for a layout which will be unob- 
trusive, in sympathy with the contours of 
the land, and give the occupants of the 
houses the best aspect and others the best 
prospect. The layout could with advantage 
be more spacious than the proposed cul-de- 
sac, with spaces for grass and trees, not 
necessarily in the form of strips or verges 

The houses themselves would blend more 
easily with the landscape if they had plain 
fronts and if continuity of line were obtained 
by the use of gable ends in preference to 
= roofs. Some short terraces might be 
wilt. 

The Minister appreciates that a revised 
layout based on these general principles may 
mean that fewer than 40 houses can be built. 
but he considers that this possibility should 
be faced if it will ensure that the develop- 
ment will harmonise more easily with its 
surroundings. 


Proposed Shop in Midst of Modern 
Housing Estate: Minister Dismisses 
Appeal 

AN APPEAL by Mr. J. A. Gregory against 
the refusal of the Eton RDC to allow him 
o add a single-storey general shop to his 
Ouse in Elizabeth-way, Stoke Poges, has 
Seen dismissed by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government. 
a ation was refused by the council 
ro z ground that the site was allocated in 
denti — Development Plan as a resi- 
bm >. They submitted that the appeal 
vais d largely on the grounds of con- 
pore and utility—grounds which did not 
a tute a very good case when measured 
finst purely planning considerations. 
reside appellant contended that the local 

mts were overwhelmingly in favour of 

pe Proposed shop, in which he intended to 

Sfoceries and sweets. 
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The Minister states that the appellant's 
house lies in the midst of a residential area. 
and although the village shops are about 
three-quarters of a mile away, he is satisfied 
that the appeal site is not the place for a 
shop. In his opinion, the establishment of 
such a business in the midst of a modern 
housing estate could not fai] to harm the 
amenities of the area and he has accordingly 
decided to dismiss the appeal. 


County Council’s Objections to Houses 
on Havant Sites Over-ruled 


Two APPEALS by Messrs. Bailey and 
Claxon, Ltd., against the refusal of the 
Hampshire CC to permit the erection of a 
pair of houses in Elm-lane, Havant, and 
another pair in Elmleigh-road, have been 
allowed by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government. 

The Council’s objection in respect of the 
Elm-lane site was that in view of Havant’s 
expanding population it was necessary to 
reserve for shop purposes such frontages as 
were available in the vicinity of the town’s 
shopping centre. The Minister, however, 
states that in so far as Elm-lane has been 
developed at all it is residential in character 
and he sees no reason to think that this 
character will not be retained. 

Permission in respect of the Elmleigh-road 
site was withheld by the Council because 
they wished to reserve it for use in connec- 
tion with a pedestrian subway which it was 
proposed to construct under the railway as 
a link between the new community to the 
south, and because such a subway was a 
necessary corollary to the Council’s further 
proposal to establish a bus terminus close by 
and in association with the intended civic 
centre. 

In giving his decision upon this appeal, 
the Minister says he is not satisfied that the 
need for a bus terminus so far away from 
the recognised shopping centre of Havant 
has been established, nor that the Council’s 
further proposals wil] call for another pedes- 
trian crossing at this point. 


Proposed Electric Petrol Pump on 
Garage Site: Appeal Dismissed 


Tue Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has confirmed the refusal of the 
Esher UDC to allow Mr. A. J. Moore, pro- 
prietor of Goldsmith’s garage, Anyards-road, 
Cobham, to instal a new electrically powered 
petrol pump in place of his present gravity 
pump. 

The Minister agrees with the Council that 
the new machine would obstruct the foot- 
path and endanger the safe use of the road. 


Quarrying in the Malvern Hills: 
Minister’s Decision to Reduce Output 


Mr. HAROLD MACMILLAN, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, has issued 
his decisions on four applications for plan- 
ning permission to continue the winning 
and working of igneous rock from four 
quarries established in the Malvern Hills 
All the applications have been the subject 
of local inquiries. 

The quarries concerned are Tank Quarry, 
North Quarry, Earnslow Quarry and Gullet 
Quarry. At North Quarry planning per- 
mission has been refused, but the company 
will be free to continue the working of 
stone to stabilise a landslip in accordance 
with an earlier decision of the Minister. 
In the three other applications a limited 
permission has been given. 


In a letter ing on the decisions 
which he has sent to all the interested 
parties the Minister says: “The result of 
these decisions must be i to 


progressively 
reduce the output of stone from the Malvern 
Hills and eventually to stop it altogether.” 


BUILDING POLICY QUESTIONS 
Sir Harry Selley’s Statement 
Sirk HARRY SELLEY, JP, national A nl 

dent of the Federation of Master 
Builders, speaking at the annual conference 
of the Federation’s South-West Region at 
Oldway, Paignton, on October 3, said:— 

Three questions of major policy now 
remain for decision and action by the Gov- 
ernment, and one further important matter 
for the closest attention of our industry. 

I put these points in the order follow- 
ing, and call upon the Government to give 
them most urgent consideration in the inter- 
ests of the whole community. 

The present arrangements for the paymert 
of subsidies to local authorities for their 
housing schemes must be reviewed, and if 
possible (we think the time is already ripe) 
be abolished. This ever-accumulating and 
astronomical debt to the community has 
become an intolerable mill-stone. Let there 
be bold action in this matter. 

So far as the purchase of new houses for 
owner occupiers is concerned, there is a need 
for facilities, easily graduated, for financial 
assistance. This is a good investment for 
the whole country and requires early action. 

Third, the maintenance and repair of exist- 
ing properties. It is estimated there are over 
seven million of these, good dwelling houses 
structurally, let to tenants who otherwise 
would have no homes. This is a matter of 
urgent and vital importance. New houses 
will never in the measurable future entirely 
replace them. : 

This consideration is bound up with the 
present “freeze” under the Rent Acts. The 
Government must also act here quickly and 
boldly. 

And for the industry itself, the all impor- 
tant and difficult question of high costs. This 
must be solved, and although the solution 
depends to some extent upon Government 
policies and economic conditions, in the long. 
run it will be for the industry itself to be 
master in its own house. 


RECONDITIONING OLD HOUSES 
Possibilities Examined by Gravesend 


Corporation 

A.THouGH Gravesend Borough Council 
felt proud when Mr. A. E. Marples, MP. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, recently 
opened the 1,500th permanent housing unit 
built in the borough since the war, the feel- 
ing, writes a correspondent, was tempered by 
the hard facts of finance and subsidy. 

Gravesend has achieved a council house 
building programme second to none in South- 
East England, but the council is considering 
turning from new buildings and is closely 
watching the Croydon and Stockton experi 
ments in reconditioning old houses. 

The council’s estates ec aapage has _ 
the possibility of introducing a scheme for re- 
con kaeeie aicuaiers houses, and the 
matter has been referred to a sub-committee 
that is considering a report of the borough 
treasurer on housing rents. . 

Mr. Peter Kirk, the prospective Comserva- 
tive candidate for Gravesend, has asked his 
constituents for ideas on this subject. After 
discussing them ,he will try and see if he can 
get some of them adopted. " 
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DIRECT LABOUR 
LCC Asked to Approve Further 
Programme 


At its meeting on Tuesday, the London 

County Council had before it a report 
of the housing committee on work carried 
out by direct labour in which it was stated 
that the committee had approved a further 
programme of work to be carried out by 
direct labour. 

The housing committee’s report was as 
follows: The Council on February 20, 1951, 
and March 6, 1951, respectively, approved 
the direct employment of labour for the 
building of about 300 houses a year and for 
the modernisation of the Council's older 
blocks of flats, including the substitution of 
heaters for unheated drying rooms. In our 
reports we stated that this method of carry- 
ing out housing work would be reviewed in 
the light of experience. We have now 
reviewed the results achieved under the 
initial programmes, 

The 148 dwellings which were under con- 
struction at the inception of the programme 
have been completed. These comprised 66 
old people’s flats and 66 houses at Becontree 
estate, Essex, and 16 houses at St. Helier 
estate, Morden. The 45 flats at Campbell 
House, Woolwich, some finishing work to 
dwellings on the Longbridge-road site and 42 
flats in Bull-lane, Becontree estate, have also 
been completed. 

The construction of 85 of the 105 houses 
on the Bromley-road site is well advanced. 
Work has commenced on 230 dwellings to 
be erected on the Downham estate extension 
and on the eight houses on the Morden 
Tavern site, St. Helier estate. 

The average time from start to finish of 
the construction of the 108 flats and the 66 
houses at Becontree estate was 21 months, 
and 15 months for the 16 houses at St. 
Helier estate. We regard these times as not 
unreasonable. The present rate of progress 
is about 200 dwellings a year. 

On the figures so far available there have 
been savings on the estimates of 1.04 per 
cent. for the 16 houses at St. Helier estate, 
and of 4.2 per cent. and about 1 per cent. 
respectively on the 66 flats and 66 houses 
at Becontree estate. 

Progress has been made with the modern- 
isation of the Council’s older blocks of flats. 
Work at Gainsborough Buildings, Millbank 
estate, Westminster, is practically complete. 
The substitution for the unheated drying 
rooms at White City estate of heated drying 
rooms and additional residential accommo- 
dation is well advanced, and in addition to 
the works mentioned above the direct labour 
organisation has been used for providing 
tenants’ store sheds which were badly needed 
at various estates. 

We are satisfied that the direct labour 
organisation is making a useful contribution 
to the Council’s efforts to provide housing 
accommodation and to modernise its older 
estates. We have therefore approved a pro- 
gramme for the direct labour organisation 
for the construction during the next two 
years of two houses, 62 flats and 24 shops 
on four sites at Becontree estate, six houses 
at Bellingham estate, Lewisham, and 78 flats 
and a shop on three sites at St. Helier estate. 
We have also approved in principle the 
modernisation of seven older blocks of flats 
and the substitution for unheated drying 
rooms of heated drying rooms and additional! 
housing accommodation at five estates. 

The additional technical staff required for 
the programme can be found by transfer of 
staff from other work. The establishment 
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committee have agreed to add to the fixed 
staff of the housing and valuation depart- 
ment three positions in the general clerical 
class (one in substitution of a temporary 
position) to meet the additional work of 
wages and bonus payments, stores account- 
ing, etc. 


Lewisham Estimates Exceeded 


LewisHAM BoroUGH COUNCIL, which 
decided in July to stop building houses and 
flats by direct labour, after it was disclosed 
that some schemes would cost many thou- 
sands of pounds more than was estimated, 
still has two schemes to complete by direct 
labour. 

On September 30 the council agreed to 
spend another £17,652 on top of ‘the esti- 
mated £134,347 for one of these schemes at 
Kent House-road, Sydenham. COUNCILLOR 
F. M. Brock, chairman of the house-building 
committee, said the final cost might be even 
higher. 

Socialists, who started direct labour build- 
ing in Lewisham in 1947, when they were 
in power, and who are now in opposition, 
demanded a break-down of the extra £17,652 
by next month. They wanted to know 
exactly for what items the extra money is 
needed. They aim to prove, it is reported, 
that overspending on direct labour schemes 
is the result of bad administration, and not 
the result of lack of output by workmen on 
the sites. 

Their amendment calling for the break- 
down by next month was defeated, when 
COUNCILLOR Brock said the figures could 
not be made available in the time. But, he 
declared, the break-down would be made. 
and presented to the council as soon as 
available. 

COUNCILLOR J. A. SPENCER, chairman, 
finance and rating committee, said that 
£4,300 of the £17,652 was due to increased 
labour costs, and £200 to increased material 
costs. The rest of the £17,652 was due 
“mainly to under-estimating.” 


Rowley Regis Reorganisation 

IN AN ATTEMPT to show that Rowley Regis 
Council can build cheaper houses by direct 
labour than private enterprise, the council 
has decided to set up a new housing depart- 
ment independent of any other council 
department. Alderman S. Norwood, former 
housing committee chairman, was respon- 
sible for the suggestion. Posts in the new 
department will be open to members of the 
borough surveyor’s department. 

ALDERMAN Norwoop said that the direct- 
labour scheme had been run in a haphazard 
manner and that there had been bad manage- 
ment. The council had not made a penny 
profit from it in seven years. It was essen- 
tial that building should be reorganised and 
put in the hands of a special committee 
which had nothing else to do. 

COUNCILLOR J. SPITTLE, seconding Alder- 
man Norwood’s proposal, said that if the 
department was set up and the council really 
“put its back” into the building, then the 


time of the £1,000 house would not be very 
far away. 


Institute’s Officers 


The London Area Branch of the Institute 
of Housing at 37-38, Strand, WC2, has 
elected the following officers for 1953-54.— 
Chairman, Mr. S. R. Butcher, FRICS, FIHsg; 
vice-chairman, Mr. H. W. Butcher FCIS, 
FIHsg; branch secretary, Mr. J. Fleming, 
FIHsg, FVI; programme secretary, Mr. S. E 
Stratton, AIHsg, ARSanI. 
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“ NATIONALISATION OF 
THE BUILDING INDUSTRY* 


Proposal Rejected at Labour Party 
Conference 


HOUSING policy was among the Subjects 

censidered on the concluding day 
October 2, of the Labour Party’s annyai 
conference, held at Margate. To save time 
several amendments to the policy op 
housing were not moved until Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan, MP, had made a statement on behalf 
of the executive. 

Mr. BEVAN said that an amendment by 
the Amalgamated Union of Building Trade 
Workers would commit a future Labour 
Government to the nationalisation. not only 
of the building and civil engineering induys- 
tries, but also those industries which manu- 
factured and supplied building materials. 
That was tantamount to saying that Labour 
would nationalise every industry in society. 
He had no special personal objection to that, 
but if they were going to do that they ought 
to say so, and not do it merely as the by-pro- 
duct of dealing with the building industry. 
Therefore the executive could not accept it, 

There was another resolution stating that 
there should be centralised finance for 
housing and that money lent for housing 
should not carry interest, but that was im- 
possible. There was no special reason why 
housing should be taken out of the normal 
financial relationship between local authori- 
ties and the State. 

When the Conservatives met at Margate 
the next week, they would have one fig leaf 
to cover their political nakedness, and he 
wanted to have a few tugs at it. Mr. Mac- 
millan, the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, would receive the plaudits of 
the Conservatives for his building achieve- 
ments, but the country must know that there 
would never have been any difficulty 
building 300,000 houses in a year during the 
time of the Labour Government. 

From 1945 to 1950, however, the Labour 
Cabinet worked as a team, each Minister 
putting his claim on the building resources of 
the nation so that not only houses but also 
schools, power stations, factories, oil 1 
fineries and other building vital to ou 
economy could be done. 

Mr. Macmillan had tried to secure the 
target of 300,000 houses in one year, but next 
year he would have to step it down. Socialists 
did not call that real planning; it was whistle 
blowing planning—stop, go, stop, and go 


Materials Shortage “Acute ” 


The builders had been told by Mr. Mac: 
millan to “have a go,” and they had done 
so. Now there was an acute shortage of 
bricks, cement and other building materials. 

The great need was still for houses let. 
as had been demonstrated by the fact 
out of all the millions of houses under per 
authority ownership only 193 had been S0 
to tenants under the Tory plan. “ 
Labour came to power they would ak : 
keep the interests of the nation as 4 W . 
before them, and not merely the desire 
win a few hysterical cheers at an ang 
conference. hod of 

The amendment about a new met ; 
housing finance under which the cost of yet 
authority housing would be a nationa 
sponsibility was rejected. 

P The pate athe pledging the party . 
nationalisation of the building and civ! ¢ 
gineering industries and industries WM 
manufactured and supplied building m4 
was rejected by a large majority. 
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KILN-DRYING 
HOME-GROWN OAK 
By H. A. COX, MA 


THE success or otherwise ‘attendant on 
the kiln-drying of home-grown oak is 
dependent on a number of factors. Among 
these the quality of the timber is of primary 
importance for it is easily understood that 
a kiln charge of prime quality oak, free 
from wild grain, large knots, uneven growth 
rings and similar defects will be likely to 
respond to treatment far more satisfactorily 
than one which is characterised by the 
presence of such unwanted features. 

Anyone having experience in forestry or 
in buying standing timber will be aware that 
oak of a quality high enough to justify the 
cost of kiln drying is not to be found in 
every type of woodland or on any but suit- 
able forest soils. Nor is it economic to con- 
vert for interior decorative work small trees 
with a high percentage of sapwood. For 
such work timber which is reasonably mild 
is desirable and this means that it must 
possess growth rings which are more or less 
of the same width and are narrow rather 
than wide. Trees which will yield timber of 
this kind are generally found only on the 
better types of forest soils and in woodlands 
which have been under some system of 
management throughout the lifetimie of the 
trees, 

Park or hedgerow trees rarely if ever yield 
timber of a quality suitable for high-grade 
interior decorative work and woodlands 
which have been carefully tended for the 
250 years or more required for the growth 
of trees of fine quality are today few and 
far between in England. Trees standing on 
the edges of woods or beside open rides 
will generally exhibit some uneven develop- 
ment of the crown, the side receiving the 
most light being more heavily branched and 
wide spreading. Uneven crown develop- 
ment is usually accompanied by similar 
imegularity in the stem. This is seen in 
felling, the pith being off centre, and the 
nngs being wider on one side of the bole 
than on the other. Logs of this type are 
not worth considering if figure wood is 
required for the lop-sided growth of the 
unk usually results in the wood rays, on 
which the figure depends, being curved. Thus 
the amount of ray tissue exposed in making 
straight saw-cuts is small. A further objec- 
tion to such logs lies in the fact that irregular 
growth rings frequently are the cause of 
distortion in drying. The furrows in the 
bark are usually a reliable guide to the 
straightness of the grain in the wood below, 
oblique or spiral furrowing indicating 
objectionable characters in the timber, 


DIFFERENTIAL SHRINKAGE 


The differences in the percentage shrink- 
age during drying as measured in the length, 
of across the face of slash-sawn and quarter- 
— boards are generally appreciated. The 
nn wide variations in the differentia! 

mnkage in different timbers are less 
enerally known but are important «s 

Scting their behaviour during drying, 

ose species having low differential shrink- 
48s being less liable to distortion and more 
sable when utilised later on. 
to 10 In drying from the green condition 

_» Per Cent. moisture content, may shrink 
Me OF more per foot of width of a slash- 

"0 board, but little more than half that 
snount if a board is cut on the quarter. 
Bastard-sawn boards will show intermediate 
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shrinkages. It follows that timber for high- 
grade interior work, should, so far as is 
possible, be quarter-sawn. This applies 
particularly to panels and for the additional 
reason that the best figure is obtained by 
this method of cutting, as previously mien- 
tioned. “Cupping” is likely to occur 
during the drying of slash-sawn boards 
unless they are weighted to prevent it. 


CASEHARDENING AND 
HONEYCOMBING 


Timbers vary greatly in behaviour in a 
drying kiln, softwoods generally causing less 
trouble than hardwoods. Oak is not an easy 
timber to dry, even by air-seasoning 
methods, unless its peculiarities are under- 
stood. In the first place too rapid drying 
of the surface of oak, whatever its 
dimensions, will cause fine splits or checks 
to open, particularly on the tangential or 
through-and-through cut boards. This is 
due to the fact that, in drying, shrinkage 
is taking place more rapidly on the surface 
than inside, where the rate of loss of 
moisture is slower. The outside is trying 
to shrink more quickly than the wetter inside 
will allow and consequently must give way 
somewhere, usually in many places scattered 
over the surface. 

In a kiln of an efficient type this form of 
deterioration should not occur provided that, 
in the early stages of the run, the relative 
humidity is maintained at a high level and 
the temperature is kept relatively low. Ideally 
the air should be at 100 per cent. humidity 
until the temperature of the wood is uni- 
form throughout, but since kilns are costly 
to run something short of the ideal usually 
has to serve. Surface checks should fn any 
case warn the operator of the kiln that 
another form of deterioration is either 
already present or imminent—case hardening. 

If the usual case-hardening tests are ap- 
plied and the defect is observed in the early 
stages no serious results may ensue, but un- 
less remedial measures are taken  case- 
hardening will almost certainly be followed 
by interior splitting, often referred to as 
“honeycombing.” This results from the 
case-hardened exterior layers of the wood 
preventing the even shrinkage of the core as 
it dries, so setting up stresses which are ulti- 
mately relieved by the development of one 
or more extensive splits which usually do not 
extend to the surface. If surface shakes 
appear, case-hardening tests should be carried 
out immediately. Raising the relative 
humidity of the air in the kiln to a maximum 
by admitting live steam will, if carried out 
early enough, render the outside layers more 
plastic so that uneven interior stresses can 
adjust themselves before honeycomb splits 
form inside. ; 

Success in kilning oak is largely influenced 
by the dimensions, and particularly the thick- 
ness, of the pieces of which the charge 1s 
built up. It is highly advisable that all 
should be of one thickness as the drying time 
depends mainly on this dimension. Mixed 
charges usually result in lack of uniformity 
in moisture content at the end of the run 
and are wasteful of steam since the thinner 
stock will be dried to the desired moisture 
content in less time than the thicker. 

It is not a difficult matter to kiln dry oak 
at one inch thickness in a good kiln provided 
that the operator is content to “ hasten 
slowly ” and to follow the schedule recom- 
mended for such oak by the Forest Products 
Research Laboratory. Two-inch stock also 
offers no great difficulty provided that it ts 
reasonably uniform in quality and that the 


operator is experienced. in each 
relative humidity of the ai 
of the run should be at 
the temperature should not be much 
of 100 deg. F. when the i 
of “ green,” i.e., freshly sa i 
In stages, which are control 
of loss of moisture, the relative 
is eventually reduced to about 45 
and the temperature increased to 
deg. F. This is a very mild trea 
is justified by the value of the oak which 
be anything from £1,000 upward if the treat- 
ment is entirely successful, but much less if 
extensive drying defects develop. 
_ The risk of deterioration increases rapidly 
in timber over 2 in. in thickness and natur- 


goebe 
afk iH if 
rally WHE 4 
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extent that kilning oak of 3 in. or greater 
thickness, apart altogether from the increased 
risk of loss through drying defects, is not 
always economical. If members of 3 in. 
thickness or more are required the possibility 
of building them up from 1 in. boards by 
using one of the new resin glues should not 
be overlooked. When such a course is not 
possible an alternative expedient may be 
adopted where short lengths only are in- 
volved, viz., boring a hole down the centre 
of each piece lengthwise to allow ing to 
proceed from the inside as well as sur- 
face. This method is applicable when heavy 
furniture parts, e.g., the legs of billiard tables, 
have to be dried. Special bits for drilling 
such holes can be obtained, which will make 
a clean hole of about lin. diameter. 

The adoption of this expedient greatly 
reduces the risk of case- ing and 
“ honeycombing ” but does not eliminate the 
need for an efficient kiln and a skilled opera- 
tor. It does reduce the drying time, how- 
ever. 


COMBINED AIR AND KILN DRYING 


A period of air drying preparatory to kiln 
drying is often recommended and has certain 
advantages, not the least of which is the 
reduction of the steam consumption in the 
kiln. Before kiln drying was introduced in 
Britain, oak for high-class church werk, e.g., 
screens or choir stalls, was often seasoned 
for many years. Prime logs were sometimes 
left lying in the woodland until the sa 
was quite rotten before being taken to the saw 
pit. After cutting, the boards were piled 
with thin stickers between adjacent ones and 
seasoning began. 

Some of the oak used in the Memorial 
Chapel at Ely Cathedral and in one of the 
college chapels in Cambridge was air 
seasoned for 25 years. Needless to say only 
prime logs were so treated and the value of 
the timber was as great as that used after 
kiln seasoning in rebuilding the House of 
Commons. For this latter work sapwood 
was cut off at the time of conversion, whereas 
formerly it rotted away during air seasoning. 

It has long been recognised that in air 
seasoning certain chemical changes take place 
in oak. e.g.. the oxidisation of tannins to tan- 
nates, a very slow but relatively important 
process if the timber is subsequently to be 
used outdoors, but of less importance for 
inside work. Kiln drying from the green 
state inhibits this slow oxidisation process, 
but by air-seasoning for a period before kiln 
drying, opportunity is given for it to begin 
and continue until the kilning starts. 





Management Institute’s Conference 

The annual conference of the British 
Institute of Management will take place at 
Harrogate, from November 11-14. 
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BUILDING PROGRESS “TOO 
SLOW ” 


Question of Penalty Clause 


THE HOUSING COMMITTEE of the Marlow 
Urban Council are dissatisfied with the pro- 
gress that is being made in some of their 
housing schemes and they are recommend- 
ing the council to consider enforcing the 
penalty clause. 


CouNCILLOR J. A. G. GRIFFITH, chairman 
of the committee, said at a recent meeting 
that a contract for 12 houses on the Little 
Marlow-road housing estate should have 
been completed by April 25, but now, five 
months later, only six of the 12 houses had 
been handed over. Fifteen weeks ago, all 
12 houses had been roofed in, so the ques- 
tion of wet weather did not-arise and it 
seemed to him that the builders had not 
made the effort expected of them. 


COUNCILLOR F. BUTLER, the former chair- 
man of the committee, said it seemed that 
the position was worse than it had ever been 
before. The builders were getting further 
and further behind on their contracts. He 
thought that some action should be taken. 


It was agreed to recommend to the council 
that they should consider taking action to 
enforce the penalty clause. 


ANCIENT MONUMENT ON 
HOUSING SITE 
Work Stopped by Ministry 


AFTER work had started on a housing site 
at Hull-road, Anlaby (E. Yorks), near Hull, 
notice was received from the Minister of 
Works that he intended to make an order 
under the Ancient Monuments Act in respect 
of part of the area known as Moat Hill. 
The order would prevent development. 


Because of this, Haltemprice UDC housing 
committee have decided to meet the Ministry 
of Works inspector on the site as soon as 
possible. The site was acquired in October, 
1952, and at the time there was no indication 
of its historic interest. When the council 
asked for further information from the 
Ministry they were told that the site was 
that of a medieval manor house owned by a 
family of the manor of Anlaby, from about 
1100 until early in the 19th century. 


The council suggested to the Minister that 
his order could not prevent work which was 
already mnder contract being continued, but 
the Minister has replied that certain things 
could be done and that they might well 
meet on the site. 


There has been no previous attempt to 
retain the site as an ancient monument, but 
archzologically it is considered by the Chief 
Inspector of Ancient Monuments to be of 
“more than usual interest.” 





Middlesex Residents and Aircraft Damage 


Mr. A. T. Lennox-Boyd, MP, Minister 
of Transport and Civil Aviation, and Mr. 
John Profumo, MP, Parliamentary Secretary 
for Civil Aviation, on October 2 received 
a deputation representing residents’ associa- 
tions in Harmondsworth, Cranford and 
South Harlington, led by Mr. R. Reader- 
Harris, MP, who gave a full exposition of 
the residents’ views on the matter of damage 
to property in the vicinity of London Airport 
attributed to vibration from aircraft. The 
Minister undertook to pay a visit to the areas 
chiefly concerned and to give the whole 
problem further thought. 
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STRIKE AT CRAWLEY NEW 
TOWN 


“ Super Rate ” Claim 

A FEW Hours after 300 men had made 
a protest march, on Monday, to Crawley 
Development Corporation headquarters 
from a building site at the New Town, they 
decided to strike until the firm employing 
them on a £1,750,000 housing contract, 
Messrs. G. T. Crouch, agreed to negotiate 
with trade union officials about a change 
in working policy, and to remove the con- 
tractors’ agent. An employers’ spokesman 
described the strike as unofficial. 

The dispute started when canteen notices 
announced that the “super rate” of 3d. an 
hour over the London rate would be paid 
only when individual sections of men earned 
a bonus under the Sussex county scheme. 
The marchers were advised by Colonel 
C. A. C Turner, chief executive of the 
Development Corporation, to go back to 
work and settle their differences through the 
proper trade union machinery. The men’s 
shop steward, Mr. G. Dearlove, had been 
told by the firm that any dispute must be 
raised at the regular employers’-union 
monthly meeting. The next one was due to 
be held on Tuesday. 

Mr. C. TeLrer, Messrs. Crouch’s building 
director, said he had every reason to believe 
that the strike and protest march were 
caused by political agitators. The firm paid 
well above the average for the industry. 
What the men had not pointed out was 
that the firm had introduced yet another 
bonus scheme under which the section 
which worked the hardest received even 
additional payment to their bonus and super 
rate. 


“ Official Strike” Declared 


A strike by 200 bricklayers at Crawley 
New Town was declared official on Tuesday 
night by the Amalgamated Union of Build- 
ing Trade Workers. The strikers have been 
told that until they resume work no negotia- 
tions can take place. 


Traditional Materials 

Informed that a special type of house 
built with material other than brick would 
cost £40 to £50 per house less and would 
take six months less time to build, the 
Middlewich (Cheshire) Council decided to 
continue with brick houses. which were con- 
sidered to be more durable and less costly 
to maintain. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


LMBA Donation to BCBI 


The LMBA has sent a donation of 29 gns 
to the Builders’ Clerks’ Benevolent Instity- 
tion, of which Sir George Burt js this year’s 
president. The annual dinner of the Inst. 
tution takes place on October 13, in the Café 
Royal. 


Election of Officers 


Mr. Henry Nimmo, CBE, MICE, and M; 
William Linn, MICE, have been elected 
respectively president and chairman fo, 
1953-54 of the General Council of the Engin- 
eers’ Guild, Ltd., 78, Buckingham Gate. 
SWI. 


Council’s Secretary 


On the resignation of Mrs. Fraser-Stephen, 
MA, as general secretary of the Women's 
Advisory Council on Solid Fuel, 18, South 
Molton-street, WI, the duties of secretary 
will be taken over as from October 16 by 
Miss Mary Leigh. 


Lancaster House 


The Ministry of Works has announced that 
the State Apartments at Lancaster House, 
which were opened to the public at week- 
ends during September, are to remain open 
until further notice at the same times—that 
is, from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturdays and 
Sundays, Admission is Is., children 6d. 


Water Chlorination 

A paper on “ The Chlorination of Water“ 
was presented by Mr. E. A. Whitlock, BSc, 
ARIC, PAIWE, chief chemist to Wallace 
and Tiernan, Ltd., at a sessional meeting of 
the Institution of Sanitary Engineers, 118, 
Victoria-street, SW1. The meeting was held 
at Alliance Hall, Caxton-street, Westminster, 
SW1, on September 23. 


RE’s Association Dance 

The London Group of the Royal 
Engineers’ Association are to hold a ladies 
night in the form of a dance-cabaret at the 
Newington Public Hall, Manor-place, Wal- 
worth, SE17, on October 31, from 7 to ll 
p.m. Tickets, which are priced at 4s. before 
the day and 5s. at the door, are obtainable 
from Mr. J. S. Pearson, hon. secretary, 
London Group REA, Room 31, The Horse 
Guards, Whitehall, SW1, or from any Lon- 
don branch of the Association. 


LMBA Golfing Society 


The autumn meeting of the LMBA Goll 
ing Society took place on September -+ : 
Ashridge Golf Club, with 24 members a 
ticipating. The Captain's prize was = 
the morning by Mr. P. B. Prowting wit : 
score of 86 less 12, 74 net. The sy 
Competition run in conjunction with this ie 
won by Mr. M. J. Grant with a score of 
2 down. The afternoon Greensome c : 
ford Competition was won by Messrs. Fe 
Moss and R. J. Wardley with a score 0 . 
points. The annual general meeting 0 
Society was held in the Club House 08 
early evening, when Mr. G. A. Hill, I. 
was re-elected Captain for the year. 
Bates, FIOB, was elected Hon. Secretary - 
Treasurer, and Messrs. D. F. Cox, Mpa 
Grant and F. R. Leadsom were wep 
Committee Members. During the RBA. 
matches had been played with the 
RICS, the Metropolitan Borous" —_ “ 
and the Ministry of Works, '° additt 
the spring and autumn mectings. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Change of Address 
Econa Modern Products, Ltd., manufac- 
wrers of tubular copper traps and pre- 
formed internal drainage, have moved to 
larger works at Highlands-read, Shirley, 


Birmingham. 


Draught Exclusion 

Detailed instructions for fitting their 
weather-strip draught-excluder are now avail- 
able in leaflet form from the Atomic Draught 
Sealing Co., 15, Maiden-lane, Strand, WC2. 
This weather-strip, made of phosphor-bronze 
metal, can be fitted to doors and windows 
made of wood without any structural altera- 
tion. It forms a natural spring contact 
between two surfaces which do not normally 
make a tight, draught-proof fit. No skilled 
labour is necessary, and the weather-strip is 
guaranteed by the manufacturers to last 10 


years. 


International Conference 


Delegates from Great Britain, the United 
States, France and Western Germany, inclu- 
ding experts in the industrial phosphating 
field, met in conference recently at the 
Pyrene Co., Ltd., Great West-road, Brent- 
ford, Middlesex, for an exchange of technical 
information and to discuss future develop- 
ments of the “ Bonderizing,” “ Parkerizing ” 
and “ Parco-Lubrizing” range of industrial 
phosphating processes. The conference was 
conducted under the chairmanship of Mr. 
W. E. Wright, director of the Pyrene Co., 
Ltd, who also headed the British delegation. 


Concrete Mixer 

A concrete mixer has been produced by 
Dixon Hawkesworth, Ltd., Middleton, which, 
known as the “ Vibromix,” is a 5/34 concrete 
mixer understood to have no ring gears to 
wear and a completely flexible drive from 
the engine to main drum. The mixing 
paddles are designed to ensure thorough 
mixing of either dry or wet mixings, and the 
“Vibromix” is available on either steel 
wheels, solid rubber-tyred wheels, pneumatic- 
tyred wheels, or as a fast-towing mixer fitted 
with car-type wheels and axles, over-riding 
brakes and telescopic tow-bar. It is obtain- 
able with either petrol or diesel engines, 
tither air- or water-cooled. The sole distri- 
butors are Eric Hewitt and Co., Ltd., of 
Ashton-under-Lyne. 


Opening of New Factory 


_ On September 22 last, Colt’s new factory 
in Scotland for the manufacture of Colterro 
clay lath was officially opened by Sir Giles 
Gilbert Scott, OM, RA, P-PRIBA. After 
this, the production line was inspected by a 
party of 30 prominent architects who had 
travelled to Scotland especially at the invita- 
ton of W. H. Colt (London), Ltd., for this 
Wauguration. They were able to see for 
themselves the methods of manufacture of 
the first British factory for this well-known 
plaster base. During the past three years, 
W. H. Colt (London), Ltd., have been 
importing Colterro lath from the Continent, 
Where its use has been a standard practice 
for the past 60 years, and there are 13 fac- 
tories over there producing it. We gather 
that the demand for the material in this 
country is such that the manufacturing 
facilities Originally envisaged will have to 
be rapidly expanded. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Ma. Eric GB. Crook, works manager of the 

Smpany’s Harcficld works, has been appointed a 

firector of crow (Engineers), Ltd., with effect from 
er 1; 


Thursday, Octo 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents) 

Pakistan.—Further interesting building 
projects are now being considered in Paki- 
stan. The Government has sanctioned the 
establishment of th factories for the 
manufacture of rayon filament yarn in the 
Punjab. These factories are expected to go 
into production within two years with a total 
daily output of 15 tons. The firms which 
have been permitted to set up these facteries 
are Messrs. Dawood Corporation, Messrs. 
Abdul Rehman and Company and Messrs. 
Valibhai Kamruddin, all of whom can be 
contacted either through the Pakistani Office 
in London or direct through the Pakistani 
Government. 

The North-West Frontier Province is to 
have a third sugar factory, to be built at 
Charsadda. It is expected that the factory 
will be in operation in two years. News 
of this project, giving all building details, 
are available from the Pakistan authorities. 

A committee under the chairmanship of 
the Punjab Minister for Agriculture has 
recommended two short-term irrigation pro- 
jects which together are expected to bring 
irrigation to 17,000 acres. One of these will 
provide flood outlets on the Raya branch 
canal in Sialkot and Sheikhupura districts. 
The other, the Dilawarpur scheme, provides 
for the construction of a bund 2,754 ft. long 
and 40 ft. high at Ghutter Nallah, near 
Gujrat, by means of which water will be 
stored for release when it is needed. 

It has been reported that the Sind Govern- 
ment propose to construct two dams, Dau 
dam and Darbat dam, in the Kohistan area 
of Sind, which will bring 128,000 acres of 
soil under cultivation. The two projects are 
estimated to cost about 14m. rupees. I 
site of the Dau dam lies some eight miles 
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west of Thano Bula Khan, and will be con- 
Strucied across the River Baran. The dam, 
when completed, will measure 600 ft. in 
length and 100 ft. in height. The catchment 
area of this dam will be 200 square miles. 
There will be two canals, one on the right 
and the other on the left of the reservoir. 
The site of the other proposed dam lies about 
six miles north-east of Thano Bula Khan. 
This dam will also be constructed across the 
River Baran. The catchment area of this 
one will be about 1,000 square miles. The 
height and length of this proposed dam will 
be 125 ft. and 90 ft. respectively, and the 
spread of water in the reservoir will be 
about 18 miles. 


to the large credits earmarked for this pur- 
Pose by the State, At present, work is con- 
centrated on the rebuilding of some 30 his- 


will accommodate schools, libraries and other 
educational facilities. Large-scale work is 
in progress on the recomstruction of the 
whole architectural layout of old Pultusk, 
where the bishop’s castle, the fourteenth- 
century town hall and the eighteenth-century 
houses round the market square and in 
adjoining streets are being rebuilt. In Wola 
Rasztowska the reconstruction of the 
Sobieski Palace, which is late seventeenth 
century, is nearly completed. The Potocki 
Palace at Jablonna has new been taken over 
to house the Polish Academy of Sciences, 
and work is going on there to repair one 
of the oldest post stations. Some 20 archi- 
tectural monuments in the Opole region are 
being reconstructed. Chief among them is the 


The Series of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century 


burghers’ houses in the market square of 
Opole. Preparatory work is being carried out 
on the restoration of the eighteenth-century 
town hall at Byczyn, and in Nysa further parts 
of the fourteenth-century Gothic cathedral 
have been renovated. 

The general plan for the reconstruction 
and development of the Wroclaw city centre, 
which was completely destroyed during the 
war, is now being completed by town 
planners and architects. The most valumble 
monuments of old Polish architecture are 
already being rebuilt, including the eleventh- 
century Gothic Mary Magdalene Church, the 
Gothic Cathedral and the fourteenth-century 
St. Elizabeth Church. 


*Rhodesias.— Sir Roy Welensky, now 
Federal Minister of Transport and Develop- 
ment, has said that within the next year 
the Federal Government will have to decide 
whether or not to construct the Sinoia-Kafue 
rail link. He regarded it as essential for 
the future development of the copper mines 
(it will bring the Copperbelt 400 miles 
nearer the sea), while it will also be necessary 
if the Kariba Gorge Scheme is proceeded 
with. 

Work is shortly to be started on the im- 
provement of facilities at Beira Port. Two 
berths are to be widened and equipped with 
transit sheds and shunting tracks. An earth 
retaining wall is to be constructed and a 
large area of tidal and swamp land 
reclaimed. 


South Africa—South Africa is to have 
three modern airports—one at Bellville, 
Cape Town, the Jan Smuts Airport near 
Johannesburg, and the other near Durban. 
These airports are being built at a cost of 


* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation . 
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about £12m. Great progress has already 
been made with all three, but work will go 
on until late next year. The runway at 
Bellville airport is to be one and a half 
miles long and will be able to carry large 
aircraft like the Comet. One of the three 
secondary runways is also to be completed 
next year, and after this has been done 
workshops and a terminal building are to be 
erected. 

Loans totalling about £214m. have been 
granted to South Africa by the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development in 
Washington. The Union’s Minister of 
Finance announced a few days back that 
the loans will be used for the Electricity 
Supply Commission and the railways. This 
foresees the building of power stations and 
electricity works as well as a vast extension 
in the railway system with the building of 
a number of new stations throughout the 
country. A six-year investment plan is being 
launched. to aid the large-scale power 
schemes which are being planned at the 
present time. 


CANADIAN VENTURE 
British Firm Forms New Building 
Company 
A NEW COMPANY, Taylor Woodrow 


(Canada), Ltd., has been formed to carry 
on business as builders and civil engineering 
contractors with headquarters in Toronto, it 
was announced on October 7. The com- 
pany will have an authorised capital of two 
million Capadian dollars. The Bank of 
England Exchange Control Commission has 
agreed that the company can have one 
million dollars forthwith. 

The parent company, Taylor Woodrow, 
Ltd., of Park-street, Wi, and Southall, 
Middlesex, already have associated sub- 
sidiary companies in many parts of the 
world, including East and West Africa, 
Australia, America and the Middle East. 
The chairman, Mr. Frank Taylor, is expec- 
ted back from Canada later this month, 

When an offer of £500,000 54 per cent. 
unsecured loan stock was made to share- 
holders by Taylor Woodrow, Ltd., last July, 
it was stated that the bulk of the proceeds 
would be used to extend operations to 
Canada. The offer was subscribed more 
than twice. 

Mr. Taylor is president of the new com- 
pany. Among directors and vice-presidents 
are Mr. R. A. Wykes, for the past five years 
Taylor Woodrow’s general manager in 
Nigeria; and Mr. J. Ramsey Fraser, who is 
also acting secretary-treasurer. Mr. Ramsey 
Fraser is a Canadian who has been secretary- 
treasurer and controller of the Canadian 
Dredge and Dock Co., Ltd. ales 

A delegation from one of the subsidiary 
companies, Taylor Woodrow (Building 
Exports), Ltd., marketing agents for the 
Arcon Group of exporters of factory-made 
homes and industrial buildings, is also due 
back from Canada this month. 

Russian Department Store 

The biggest department store in the USSR 
will shortly be opened in the Red Square 
in Moscow. It will occupy the entire 
premises of the existing State Department 
Store which is now being reconstructed and 
also an adjacent building in Vetoshny-street. 
The total floor space of the new department 
store will be over 11 acres and the shop 
counters will have a tota] length of about 
a mile and a half. The store will also have 
snack bars, buffets, a post office, and a rest 
room for mothers and children. 


a 
oy 
* ay 


THE BUILDER 


The 


SCOTTISH 


BUILDER 


Housing Finance 
FREFERRING to the problem of housing 
finance when he addressed the annual 
meeting of the Scottish National Housing 
and Town Planning Council at Ayr on 
October 2, COMMANDER T. D. GALBRAITH, 
Joint Parliamentary Under Secretary of 
State for Scotland, said he hadn’t the slightest 
doubt that the absolutely vital thing was to 
get building costs down, and he had every 
reason to believe that it was possible to do 
this. Any other solution was simply one 
which involved switching the burden from 
one pocket to another. 

“I know,” he said, “that the present in- 
terest rate imposes a heavy burden on hous- 
ing, but subsidies were increased to take ac- 
count of that fact. A specially low interest 
rate for housing would, of course, simply be 
another and concealed subsidy. And really 
the present subsidies impose a very heavy 
burden on the tax payer. The present an- 
nual cost to the Exchequer for permanent 
housing in Scotland is £8 million. At the 
rate we are building now this debt will be 
doubled in six years and trebled in 12. It 
is really frightening to think that by 1965 
we might have to find taxes amounting to 
£23 million a year to cover the cost of hous- 
ing in Scotland alone. 

“There is another fact which is relevant. 
Before the war the Exchequer paid roughly 
a third of the cost of each council house that 
was built. Now the Exchequer contributes 
45 per cént. 

“If you look at these facts objectively I 
think you will see why we feel that higher 
subsidies are certainly not the answer. . But 
there is another reason, too. I am quite 
convinced that a great many councils have 
not yet faced up to the part they must play 
in getting building costs down. If you look 
at the new tender prices there really are the 
most startling discrepancies. There is one 
local authority (Peterhead) which has tenders 
for 16 3-apartment houses at £1.065. Huatly 
can build four-apartment houses for £1,400. 
These are only two examples, both from 
areas by no means at the centre of things 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 
Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 
& 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House. 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 
Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 
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for supplies and labour and there jg the 
that many councils are still building ho 
at about £1,800 and even more for a pyr 
ment house. It is true, of course, that - 
ing costs must vary. But when due a 
ance is made for all these facts they Provide 
nothing like a complete explanation, 

“ There are a number of specific points on 
which councils can take action and which 
certainly would help to reduce the burden 
of costs,” he went on. “The price of Mate- 
rials has been steady for some time now and 
it is about time that authorities began to 
insist on fixed prices for these in their cop. 
— —- 

esigns which offer savings which 
as much as £200 and £300 2 house, “a . 
do this without reducing at all the standards 
of gegen oe = materials. 

“ We are still building far too man 
to out-of-date designs. The pote. 
possible are in the region of £7 million a 
year, and that sum would go a very long way 
towards enabling housing authorities to uai- 
ance their housing revenue accounts. 

“It does seem to me that any authority 
which really goes after this business of get- 
ting costs down, and which adjusts its housing 
burden fairly as between its rate payers and 
its tenants, can go ahead with its housing 
programme without undue financial anxiety, 
and without asking any tenant to pay more 
than he can afford.” 


Scotland’s Housing in August 

THE NUMBER of new permanent houses 
completed in Scotland in August was 3,163, 
bringing the total of completions this year 
up to 24,996. At the same date last year 
the number of completions was 18,179. The 
total of new permanent houses built in Scot- 
land under the post-war programme now 
stands at 169,768. Including temporary 
houses and accommodation made available 
by conversion and adaptation of existing 
premises, altogether 208,356 new homes have 
been provided. 

Scotland’s total in August of 3,163 new 
permanents includes 2,963 built by local 
authorities and the Scottish Special Housing 
Association, 150 by private enterprise, and 
50 by Government Departments. 


Housing Deficit 

BEcAusE of a heavy deficit on their hous 
ing revenue account, Lockerbie Town Cout- 
cil are to hold a special meeting to consider 
the question of either stopping building 
completely and stabilising the loss mext year 
or increasing rents by about £10 per house 
to cover the deficit. If the rents are left as 
they are at present it is estimated that the 
loss next year will lead to an increase ® 
the rates of about 2s. 6d. in the £1. 


Building Without Consent 

CONCERN was expressed by Aberdeeo 
Town Planning Committee recently a ” 
number of people putting up or carrying ou 
alterations to buildings without consent. 
committee felt that the people, in their see 
interests, should consult them or the peace 
of Town Planning, as otherwise mr 
expense for no useful purpose me 
involved. 


NEW. BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation propose Fig a ped 
additions at King-st., est. to cost £! Gardner (F. 
transport department. Alexander < Castlegs*. 
architect. Master of Works Offices. *"¢ 
Aberdeen. 

Ayr.—Messrs.. Marks & Spencer propose 3em py 
in> at 40-45. High-st. James M. Moar 
(F&A), architects, 307, 


West George-st . 
Ranfichire.—Pians to be prepared for the No 
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Hospital Board for a See ittien 
ol new mental hospital at 
Edabergh.—Piens for the Sun Insurance Offices to 
be erected at the junction of Frederick and George- 
g. have been approved. T.. Watker Marwick (A). 
architect, 7, St. Colme-st., Edinburgh. 

Pokirk.—The Grahamstown Iron Works Co., Lid.. 
propose additions. est. to cost £7,700. 

Plans in hand for new . also 
boundary wall, etc.. for RC Archdiocese of G vs 
qhich are to be erected at Lamont-rd. The archi- 
tects are Reginald Fairlie & Ptnrs. (F&A), 6, Ainslie- 
pi., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Pilans in hand for new warehouse build- 
ings, etc., at 51-53, Westmuir-st., Parkhead. Plans 
have been prepared by the staff architects of F. W. 
Woolworth & Co., Ltd., Water-st., Liverpool. 

Glasgow.—Pians im hand for new commercial 

* garage and petrol-filling station to be erected at 
MacDonaid’s Kingsway Taxi Service, 12, Plean-st. 
The architect is C. G. Welsh, 38, Douglas-ave.. 
Glasgow. 

laverness.—Plans in hand for alterations and addi- 
tions est. to cost £12,000 for F. A. Cameron, I[1. 
Church-st., Inverness. 


The Builder 





THE BUILDER 


Perthshire.—CC has plans in hand for a new sen. 
Sec. sch. to be erected on selected site for Blairgowrie 


and Alyth. 
.—Plans to be 


Renfrewshire.—Plans in hand for new Paisley sch. 
for infants which is to be erected at Hunterhill. 
Thomas Hepburn , County Architect, Master of 
Works’ Offices, Glasgow-rd., Paisley. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments o will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications: the 
same and address at the end refer to person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


OCTOBER 14. 

*tPlymouth TC.—{1) 16 two-bedroom flats and 8 
three-bedroom flats at Boons-pl., North-rd.: (2) 20 
houses at Sherford-cres., Honicknowle. H. J. W. 
Stirling, City A, Seymour-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 

OCTOBER 16. 

*tBeds CC.—Demolition of buildings, etc., on site 
of North Beds College of Further Education. 
tNotti m TC.—18 houses and 30 garages at 
Falston-rd. and Ranmere-rd., Beechdale estate. City 

Dep, £2 2s. Tenders by November 12. 
OCTOBER 17. 

"West Ham CB.—20 houses, 43 flats and 13 
maisonettes at Plaistow Park-rd. Boro’ A. and Plan- 
ning Officer, 70, West Ham-la., E15. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 19. 

tBeraley CB.—Site works, foundations and in- 
ternal fittings and services for a prefabricated canteen 
at &. John’s RC prim. sch. BE&S. 


OCTOBER 21. 
*tBirmingham City C.—Public convenience, near 
faction Stratford-rd./Fox Hollies-rd., Ball Green. 


City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Horacherch UDC.—Conversion of decontamination 
building into dressing accommodation at Upminster 
Recreation Ground. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

P OCTOBER 23. ; 

Beds CC.—Applications invited from builders and 
contractors for works of major structural repairs to 
farm buildings at Village Farm, Sutton. County 
Land Agent, Shire Hall, Bedford. 

."1Waustead and Woodford TC.—Nine flats with 
ste works, etc.. at Woodford Green. TC, Municipal 
Offices, High-st., Woodford, E18. 

“West Riding CC.—Police driving school, Crofton, 
neat Wakefield. County Architect, Bishopgarth, West- 

-td., Wakefield. 

OCTOBER 24. 

‘Lichfield TC.—Alterations and reconstruction of 

Hy el Court, Wade-st. E&S, Guildhall. Dep. 


"March UDC.—20 bunealows at Elfiott-rd. W. 
Pickett, MIMunE, Town Hall. , £2 2s. 

Waetace RC 1? houses at Chilton. Surveyor, 
on Offices, Belmont Wantage. Berks. Dep 
*Ware UDC.—Booster station, together 
wcillary site and other works at Watton-rd. 
The Priory. Dep. £3 3s. 

te City C.—26 flats at Navigation-rd. City A. 


with 


OCTOBER 26. 
“Stepney MBC.—5S6 flats and 8 lock-up 


shops at 

Bancrofi-rd. housing estate, Globe-rd., El. BE&S. 
4 OCTOBER 27. 

hee BC-—Nine precast concrete garages at 

Hall. Dep, Lae Broadway. _BE&S, 

OCTOBER 31. 

og teermemon CB.—Two primary schools, West 

. BA. Dep. £5 $s. Tenders by December 26. 


*Slowzgh BC.—Erection of garages at Stoke Poges- 
la. (East) estate. BE, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 2. 

BC.—Two blocks and 7 pairs of 

BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 3. 

*Bletchley UDC. — 100 houses at Castles estate. 
E&S. Dep. £5 5s. 

NOVEMBER 6. 

*North Riding EC.—Erection of grammar school at 
Eston, nr. Middlesbrough. FF. Barraclough, County 
Halli, Northallerton. 

NO DATE. 

*Ongar RDC.—10 aged persons’ 
Shelley. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


OCTOBER 31. 

*Staffs EC.—Applications invited for inclusion on 
approved list of heating engineers for heating m- 
stallations, etc. The Architect, Staffs Ed. Com., Green 
Hall, Lichfield-rd., Stafford. 5 

*Staffs EC.—Applications invited for inclusion on 
approved list of electrical contractors. The Architect, 
Staffs Ed. Com. 


*Barnstaple 
houses, Gould-rd. 


bungalows at 











BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new Iith edition has been brought up to 
date to September, 1950. with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour for 
1936-7, 1939 and 1944-5v. Over 680 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated 
“This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing in a concise and compact measure the 


whole subject." — The Engineer 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised 
This famous work presents. in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 3is.) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J WALDKAM 
3rd Edition revised 
“ The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author's 6bvious mastery of his subject 
4 but even more on his uncommon gift of 
lucid explanation.” — The Architects’ Journal. 
18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 





Raa Dept., 
15 North Audley Street. London. W.1 








OCTOBER 29. 
Portsmouth TC.—Roads and sewers, Leigh Park 
Development, contract No. 8. City E. Dep. £5 $s. 
7 RDC.—Mai - scheme. Lemoa 
- ain water 
and rd, council's engineers, 59, Tufton-st.. SWi. 


man & Ptnrs., tant inee 
NO 9. 

Dagenham BC.—Roads and 

housing estate. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 23. ——— 
NOVEMBER 124. 

Blofield aad RDC.—Water South- 
Weoeun Sector, o- 1. John Taylor con- 
sultant engin ‘ i House, i i 
toria-st., Weatminelet uewi Dep crt — 

GENERAL BUILDING WORK 

(LONDON) 

Aveley Estate (Essex).—Suorrmc 


3 tenants’ stores. Est. cost, £31,000. 
Council's Architect. 

Battersea.—Maisonettes.—LCC —- Com. 
Propose to erect 8 maisonettes at junction York-rd. 
and Hope-st. at est. cost of £23,340. Pians by Coun- 
cil’s Architect. 


Neptune-st. 
of £67,660. Plans 


Camberwell.—Scuoo..—A scheme has been 
pared for St. Michael's and All Angels’ CE sec. 
at an est. cost of £101,237. The architect is T. F. 
Ford, FRIBA, 189, Victoria-st., Westminster, SW1. 


estate workshop and 44 tenants’ stores. 
£256,700. Plans by Council’s Architect. 
scheme has been 


Lewisham.—Snors «vp Dwei Leos. —BC 
application of Covell Properties, Ltd.. 
building on the site of “ West View ” 
shops with living accommodation above. 

Lewisham.—WorxsHorp 4Np OFrices.— 
by R. E. Holder o erect * 4 
i Nos. 


Lewistam.—Suors AnD Dwe.umcs.—Proposals 
Holborn, WC1, for ~— and living accommodation 
ol Sa Lewisham High-st. fave been approved 


Wandsworth.—Fists.—A sche comprising 
flats and 60 tenants’ stores has. been approved ~ 
LCC Housing Com. at Heath-rd. site. Est. cost, 
£229,000. Plans by Council's Architect. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashbourne. —U i 
a DC S§ to prepare plans for erection 


.—TC received for 
an sella aitiet ott teen tee 























a ee 


Wits 


ee 


Sagat » 


% 


ie ie 






Pagtee ae. 


Rs y 
fe PasPnpon. Feet: rs wad Re 


Oe 8 i ao em my 
Lak ghee Fray Be 


io CRP oT ye pe Ma oe 


om 


ae eee ate 


% 


r 





OFS TA MON 


a 


be oy ae 
i : 


ty al Dt Re OR eR 


a 
* 


+ a, ae 






* 


Rieke eta FS KLEE oT GR RE 


eat ee Rar set 











te We eee 


ae Sie € Be eae ply Ming tte staple * 


ae 


oye oe 


OD ke ew = | . sis oa an ie ey oe fa ail nt ‘ . 
4 . 
Oli ON Oe aie Be RE TS No RE Ny Ew ae, ee OD i RR gt 










































































i 






562 

Blackpool.—TC approved licensed premises at 
Whi te-dr. for Catterall and Swarbricks Brewery, 
Lid., 


Brighton.—TC to build 29 houses and 12 garages 
at Fenchurch-cl. (site No. 6), at £46,164. 

Catterick.—Richmond RDC is to build 228 non- 
traditional! houses at Hipswell and Colburn, at a total 
cost of £320,519. 

Cheshire.—EC propose new sec. mod. sch. at Bryn, 

Cuddington. 
Chester.—EC to acquire site at Hillside-rd., South- 
way and Blacon Point-rd. for erection of Highfield 
jun. and inf. sch.—TC received approval for erection 
of 100 Unity type houses on Blacon estate.—TC issued 
licence for erection of 12 houses at Bron-y-Garth 
estate, Liverpool-rd. to Thos. Warrington & Sons, 
Ltd., 84, Station-rd., Ellesmere Port; licence to Thomas 
Building & Construction Co., Ltd., Ila, Chapel-la., 
Boughton, for six houses at The Nook. 

Chesterfield.-RDC propose 46 Airey type houses 
at Barlow.—Propose new war memorial (£3,000 est.). 
Architects, Bradshaw, Gass & Hope, 19, Silverwell- 
st., Bolton, Lancs. 

Chesterfield.—Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd. approved 
revised scheme for additional accommodation to the 
accident and orthopedic clinics at Chesterfield and 
North Derbyshire Royal Hospital. 

Chester-le-Street.—British Oxygen Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don, SWI, are to carry out alterations and additions 
to their works at Birtley.—RDC to build 95 bouses, 
Scorers-la.. Lumiey. Council’s architect is F. Bow- 
man, Great North-rd., Birtley. 

Darlington.-EC has been authorised by MoE to 
include two more schools in next year’s building pro- 
gramme. These are the Haughton sec. mod. tech. 
sch., to cost £190,000, and the Arthur Pease prim. 
sch.. to cost £44,000. Boro’ A, E. A. Tornbohm, 
Central-bidgs., Darlington. 

Denho’me.—UDC received approval for 26 houses 
on the Minorca Farm site (£33,835 est.). 

Durham.—CC scheme for gram. sch. at Consett is 
est. to cost £216,000. 

Easington.—RDC approved plans for factory at 
Peterlee for J. Ambler & Sons, Bradford. Architect, 
William Holford, 80, Bedford-st., Liverpool 7.—J. W. 
Hays, Central-chbrs., Wingate is architect for brewery 
alterations for J. Nimmo & Sons.—Turnbull & Rowe, 
6, Scarborough-st., West Hartlepool, prepared plans 
for additions to Easington British Legion Club. 

Eston.—North Riding EC has approved preliminary 
plans for an inf. sch. Pians by Cty. A, Northallerton. 

Eston.—UDC has renewed approval of a plan sub- 
mitted some years ago by Vaux & Associated 
Breweries, Ltd., for proposed hotel in Skippers-la. 
Architects are Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., Middles- 
brough. 

Evesham.—RDC hope to be able to invite tenders 
for 145 houses between now and end of next year. 
The new houses are scheduled for Church Honey- 
bourne (50), Harvington (18), Childswickham (14), 
Pebworth (14), Norton and Lenchwick (11), Coekhill 
(10), Rous Lench (6), Cleeve Prior (6), Ashton-under- 


Hill (6), Sedgeberrow (4), Aldington (3), Aston 
Somerville (3). 
Gateshead.—TC has bought 2,700 sq. yd. of land 


behind the Odeon Cinema which will probably be 
used for the erection of flats. Boro’ E, G. F. Winters. 

Gosport.—A £20,000 scheme for the rebuilding of 
Thorngate Hall, which for more than 50 years was 
the centre of public and cultural life in the town, has 
been approved by Gosport BC. The scheme includes 
provision of a large stage and dressing-rooms. 
Eventually it is to be converted into corporation offices. 

He'l.—Parliamentary and general purposes com. 
passed resolution favouring in principle the proposed 
reconstruction of the port's blitzed riverside quay at 
an estimated cost of £2,000,000 or more. The plans 
will take three years to implement once construction 
is started.—69 flats are to be built at Potter-st. 

Hall.—Final plans for Jervis high sch. have been 
submitted to the Council. Est. cost, £134,135. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—C. Solomon, 30, St. Mary’s-pl., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, is architect for proposed show- 
room, Western-rd., for Northern Furnishing Co., Ltd. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—TC received sanction to erect 106 
houses at South Leam-la., at £132,890. 

Lancaster.—_PC Council of the Priory Parish Church 
propose restoration scheme for fabrics of the Church 
(£20,000 est.). 

Limeherst.—C of E Authorities propose jun. sch. 
adjoining Elvin-st., Christ Church inf. sch. 

Longbenton.—Contracts to be let by the UDC for 
130 houses at Fordiey. Surveyor is A. E. Sweetman, 
Council Offices, Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Manchester.—TC propose 400 houses in Greenwood- 
rd. area, Wythenshawe. 

Manchester.—Mr. Albert Reng so wae _. 

ire, proposes erection of an ice-skating rink on 
On one at Manor House, Wilmslow-rd., Dids- 
bury (£80,000 est.). 

Mansfield.—BC approved plans for alterations at 
the Blue Boar public-house, Stockwell Gate, for J. 
Shipstone & Sons, Ltd.; extension to factory, Belve- 
dere-st., for Foister, Clay & Ward, Ltd.: extension to 
brewery, Littleworth, for Mansfield Brewery Co., Ltd. 

Mansfield.—BC approved revised layout for Brick 
Kiin-la. housing estate. 

Maryport.—Cumberiand CC propose conversion of 
premises as a temporary girls’ sec. sch. 


THE BUILDER 


Middlesbrough.—MoE has agreed to EC’s proposal 
to include Berwick Hills No. 3 cty. prim. sch. in next 
year’s building programme. Est. cost, £90,000,—Min. 
has also approved in principle, provision of nursery 
wings at Berwick Hills No. 1 sch. and Green-la. cty. 
prim. sch. One of these pians will be carried out 
this year. Education A, P. R..Middleton. 

Merecambe.—BC approved revised layout for 150 
houses, 90 flats, 19 bungalows, and block of four 
shops and eight flats at the Trumaer estate.—More- 
cambe and Heysham Self-Build Housing Assoc. to 
erect 20 houses. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Anglican Church is to be built 
at Creighton-ave.,.Kenton. Plans by Newcombe & 
Newcombe, Eldon-sq., Newcastle, Fave been approved. 
—Extensions are to be made to the Sanderson House 
Hotel, Jesmond-rd. Architect, C. S. Errington, 46, 
Grainger-st., Newcastle. 

Newcasile-on-Tyne.—Welfare Com. to convert Ken- 
ton Halil, Newcastle, into an aged peupie’s home. 
Architect’s, Tasker & Child, Trinity-bldgs., New 
Bridge-st., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council’s development 
plans for Wooisington Airport include enlarging and 
rebuilding passenger and Customs transit sheds and a 
new three- or four-storey control tower. City E, P. 
Parr. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council is to build 72 flats 
south of Milburn recreation ground at Benwell. Con- 
tracts are undecided. —MH&LG has approved schemes 
for 130 houses, at £200,000. 

Northallerton.—F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd., 
London, are to convert premises at 171-2, High-st. 
into stores. The firm have their own architects’ and 
building departments. 

Nortkallerton.—-UDC to build 66 houses in Bulla- 


moor-rd. Surveyor is A. J. Hardy-King, High-st., 
Northallerton. Tenders not likely to be invited until 
mext year. 


Northumberland.—CC has received approval to 
build ambulance stations at Broomhill and Berwick. 
Plans by Cty. A. 


Northumberiand.—CC_ children’s com. proposes 
children’s home at Seaton Valley. Cty. A, C. C. 
Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Nottingham.—Housing Com. seek loan of £74,176 
for 16 houses and 36 flats on land in the Sneinton 
elements clearance area. 


Ramsbottom.—UDC propose additional 53 houses 
and flats adjoining Tagg Wood estate. Plans by S. 
: mee yee Bho eres erection of 162 non-tradi- 
ional type houses between Albert Royds-st. and Bel- 
field-rd., Mayfield estate. P 


Razby.—The erection of at least 336 council houses, 
bunzalows and flats is envisaged in Rugby BC’s pro- 
posals for the initial development of their new estate 
at Abbotts Farm.—Tenders are to be invited for the 
erection of 208 houses and 32 bungalows on land 
south of Lower Hillmorton-rd.—Two groups of flats 
Providing 96 dwellings are to be built on the north side 
of the road, and the whole of the development of 
the south side will be carried out by the Corporation. 

Scunthorpe (Lincs).—TC is planning a civic centre. 
A report on the proposed scheme is being prepared. 

South Shields.—TC to sell 1,800 sq. yds. of land in 
Hill-st. to Carmichael’s Foundry for business purposes. 
—Eight firms have been invited to tender for additions 
to South Stields girls’ gram./tech. sch. Architects 
are T. A. Page, Son & Hill, 75 King-st., South Shields. 
and the quantity surveyor, J. S. Glover, 13, Win- 
chester-st., South Shields. —Preliminary plans have 
also been submitted to TC for additions to Horsley 
Hill cty. boys” and girls’ sch. Architect, J. S. Wilks 
29, King-st., South Shields, and again’ the quantity 
surveyor is J. S. Glover.—TC to invite tenders for 
£10,000 scheme for adaptations to Whiteleas Hospital. 
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Architect, Morton A. : 
N Mackenzie, 1, 


Stalybridge.—BC to erect 104 houses 
: at the 

— ie eo Howard & Benson, 83, 
Sanderland.—EC to build a prim. ; : 
gon Broadway next year, to oy £75500. Bet 
= Ss Bishop, © House, Stockion-d., Sunde’ 

Tipten.—BC approved erecti three. 
of 12 flats at Princes End estate ote blocs 

Tynemoath.—TC expects to ive permission 
proceed with £65,000 scheme tor Gre san and » 
lance depot. Boro’ E, D. M, O'herlity, mt ame 
umberland-sq., North Shields. + 

Tynemouth.—R. Burke, Lambt Lambton 
rd., Jesmond, Newcastle-co-Tyae hen tun appointed 
architect for the proposed Lynn-rd. RC S€C. mod. sch. 
at Tynemouth.—Stephenson & Gillis. Sev; 


Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared plans for houses in Der.’ 
Woodall 


went-rd., North Shields—H. P. : 
builders, Cullercoats, are to erect six houses in ; 


Pe 


pl., Cullercoats to plans by Haswell 
st., North Shields.—T. H. Rigby. builder pai 


Tynemouth, is to erect eight houses on 
estate, Otterburn-rd., also to plans by Haswell & Son 

Wallasey.—BC approved scheme for 40 houses on 
a site to the south-east of Twickenhamdr —BC 
appointed W. M. Law & Son, 26, Exchange-st, Eas: 
as quantity surveyors for proposed boys’ sec. tech 
sch. at Mosslands-dr. and William Jones, 27 Dales: 
as consultant for steel and reinforced concrete works 

Warrington.—EC to include St. Anne's C of F 
prim. sch. and Orford Park RC prim. sch. in 1954/5 
programme. 


VZOVLCsEOms feo 22 Bose ce sa, 


Warwi ire.—EC to prepare revised scheme for 
on, 11 of Lyndon sec. mod sch., Olton (£133,000 
est.). 

_ Wellingborough.—RDC to consider plans for erec- 
tion of houses at Bozeat. 

West Riding.—EC propose sec. schs. at Aston 
Swallownest (£123,143), Bradfield (£115,297), Criggie- 
stone (£102,333), Glusburn (£115,297), Liversedge 
(£105,158), Morley (£158,241), Penistone (£114,143), 
Stanley Outwood (£123,988), Swinton (£170,679), 
Threybergh (£180,612), Todmorden (£153,803). 

Whitehaven.—Cumberland CC propose erection of 
a health centre (£50,000 est.). 

Whitley Bay.—UDC S (E. Roberts) has 
plans for layout of 86 houses on Millfield estate, 
Seaton Sluice.—Chisholms, Ltd., builders, North 
Shields, are to erect semi-detached villas in Clare- 
mont-rd.; Haverys (Contractors), The Side, Newcastle 
Propose houses in Gorsedene-rd.; and R. A. Goftos 
& Sons, Monkseaton, are to erect houses on Red 
House estate. 

Wolverhampton.—BC to prepare detailed plans for 
the section comprising basement car park of new retail 
Market Hall, Brickkiln Croft. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 


§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depar- 
ments. 


Aberdeen.—Erection of new shops and houses # 
Clunie-pl., Mastrick, and also at Murray-ter. Alex 
ander B. Gardner (F.), architect, Master of Works 
Offices, Broad-st., Aberdeen. Excavation, brick, build: 
ing and allied works: *James Leith, jun., £5,987, a 
*James Shirras & Son, Ltd., £5,308. Joinery, ar 
pentry, ironmongery and allied works: *Coutts & 
Frazer, Ltd., £3,127, and *R. & J. Reid, Ltd., 3,17 


Plumbing, sanitary engineering and allied works: 
*A. B. Robertson & Son, Ltd., £1,030, am 
*Andrew MacRobb, Ltd., £662. Plaster, 


and allied works: *Anderson & Gregg, Lid., “<7 
Slating and roughcasting and allied works: John R. 
Swan, £833, and *J. N. Durner, £786, All of Aber 
deen. 

Aberdeenshire.—Erection of new inf. sch. at vat 
_< to Rings LA “s Alen. ton 2 , 
architects, ccord-sq., est , : 
Excavation, drainage, brick, building, steel ar 
tion and allied works: *Adam Birnie, Ltd., —— 


Joinery, carpentry and_ allied works: 
Blake, Ltd., £2,164. Plumbing, sanitary MiP 
neering and allied works: *J. F. Anderson, b®- 


£2,578. Reinforced concrete and pres 
and allied works: *William J. Anderson, Lid., 
All of Aberdeen. (Other contracts let.) 
Belper.—RC approval given to schemes at Kilbars. 
70 houses: {J. H. Frver, Lid., £84,035; South Wing- 
field, 20 houses: tHarris Bros., £24,2%; aad 
eight houses: *J. Milward & Sons, Ltd., £10,137. 
Birmingham.—Erection of a nursery unit at Hawt 
ley Farm prim. sch., Longbridge-la., foe Oe 
Deeley, Ltd., 210, High-st., Harborne., £8.39 
tion of Billesley girls’ mod. sch.: *Smith Bros 
pameton), Ltd., 261, Stretford-rd., 


Boldon.—Erection of $8 houses on the by eo 
site at Cleadon, for UDC. Surveyor, J. T. Loni 
son: *R. Brown & Sons (South Shields), Ltd-, 
st., South Shields, £70,096. 


£4,690. 
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“Brighton.— 186 houses at South Woodingdean (Sec- 
tions 5, 6 and 7), for TC: *Knight Bros. (Brighton), 
ted. £264,015. 

Nee —Factory at the Lower Bevendean Light 
Industrial area, for TC (for ** Elizabeth ish *’ 
Shoes, Ltd.): *McKellar & Westerman, Ltd., 554, 

British Transport Commission.—Eastern Region of 
British en snnownee that the undermentioned 
contract has now been placed: 

Bernard Pumfrey, Ltd., Wintern Works, sgoes.. 

zh, Lincolnshire: Construction 
accommodation for enginemen, etc., at paiey (G. N) ) 
Motive Power depot. 

Caithness.—Erection of 72 houses, for CC. William 
wilson (A), architect, Master of Works Offices, Wick. 
Excavation, brick, building and allied works: *James 

& Son, Lybster. Plumbing, sanitary engineer- 
mg and allied works: *James Melvin, Thurso: *James 
Skinner, Wick, and *Alexander Sutherland, Thurso. 
Siating, roughcasting and allied works: *Shearer & 


Gordon, Wick. Joinery, carpentry and allied works: 
+], & W. Miller, Ltd., Wick, and *D. M. Geddes & 
Sons, Watten Plaster, lathing and allied works: 
*]. & W. Baikie, Wick, and *W. MacKay & Sons, 
Ltd., Wick. Electrical fittings, installation and allied 
works: *Miller & Tait, Ltd., Edinburgh, *W. J. B. 
MacLeod, Wick, and *J. Murray, Thurso. Painting, 


decorating and allied works: *Ross & MacPherson, 

Ltd., and *F. & G. Backie, Wick. 

Castle Ward.—Erection of 64 houses, 
Surveyor, G. E. Dimmack: *H. R. Atkinson 
Ponteland, £86,674. 

Castle Ward.—Erection of 82 houses at Brunswick 
Village, for RDC. Surveyor, G. E. Dimmack, North- 
rd., Ponteland: *William Leech, Ltd., Clayton-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


for RDC. 
& Co., 


Cheltenham.—Erection of seven shops and 16 flats 
at Rowantield estate, for BC: *Costello & Kemple, 
Lid., £46,118. 


Chester.—44 houses at Weston-gr., Upton, for RDC: 
*Thomas Warrington & Sons, Ltd., £55,847 (subject 
to Ministry approval). 

Chesterfield.—RC approval given to Coal Industry 
Housing Assoc. for 344 ** Reema "* houses; 204 at 
Sheepcote Hill, Killamarsh, 62 at Ankerbold, Tupton, 
and 78 at Hallgate-la., Pilsley: {Henry Boot & Sons, 
Lid., £471,353. Erection of six shops and three selt- 
contained flats at Bick Hill estate, Eckington: 
tButterley Co., Ltd., Ripley, £8,608. 


Chester-le-Street.—Erection of 40 houses and 12 
flats in Jacques-ter.. for UDC. Plans by the S: 
*Direct Labour, £74,020. 


Corby.—i30 dwellings at Lodge Park estate and 20 
dwellings at Rockingham-rd. site, for UDC: *Sherriff 
& Co., £184,536 

Dalkeith.—Erection of 25 houses at Bach-st. Robert 
Jj. Naithsmith (F), architect, 44, Queen-st., Edin- 
burgh. Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
“James Monteith, Ltd., Dalkeith, £22,102. Plumbing. 
sanitary engineering and allied works: *Hart Bros., 
Lid., Tranent, £4,573. Joinery, carpentry and allied 
works: *G. & J. Anderson. Ltd., Ormiston, Mid- 
lothian, £8,173.  Slating, roughcasting and allied 
works: *William MacLean, Leith, Pdinburgh, £2,056. 
Glazing and allied works: James Thow, Ltd., Ayr, 
£173. Plaster, lathing and allied works: *MacKenzie 
& Co., Ltd., Tranent, £2.547. Electrical fittings, in- 
stallation and allied works: *Poyne, Smith & Wylie, 
Ltd., Edinburgh, £873. 


Ediaburzh.—-Pians prepared for the £50,000 scheme 


of alterations and additions at St. James-st., and The 
Cannongate, for the Teachers’ College. Gordon & 
Day (A&A), architects, 36, Herriot-row, Edinburgh. 


Excavation, ae Pay eo and allied werks: *Thomas 
Miller & Co., , Leith. Stating and allied »works: 

‘illiam Mact pe “Ltd, Leith. Joinery, carpentry 
and allied works: *James Martin & Sons, Ltd., Gran- 


ton. Glazing and allied works: *The Northern Glaz- 
md Co., Ltd.. Edinburzk. Steel construction and 
allied works: Redpath. Brown & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 


spared lathine and allied works: *D. Fisher & Son, 
j eet. Tile, terrazzo and allied works: *Toffolo, 
acxson & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. Plumbing, sanitary 
a Py and allied works: *William Renton & 
Ss, Ltd., Edinburgh. Heating and ventilating engi- 
neering and allied works: *Charles Ritchie Co., 
Ltd., Edinburgh 
ueent. Erection of 83 houses and 32 flats, for 
tis? — uth Building Trade Employers’ Assoc., 
rch tttarshire. Plans prepared and approved for 24 
tc to be erected at Searon-rd., Arbroath: *Peeling 
— Ltd., Arbroath. 


Glasgow.—Pians to be prepared for the erection at 
— Works Cairnmore-rd., of new factory build- 


igs, and new office: *The 
Ml, Ghlewmore-14.” one mem Construction Co., 
Hammersmith. —Works for BC. 15 flats at Block 


flats at —— ott-gdns. estate: *Direct Labour; six 
Lid. £13 9, Cromwell-gr.: *Roger Miller & Co., 
4, -876:; two houses at 7-13, Tunis-rd., and 12 
Chancetlors-rd.: *Direct Labour, £30, 586. 
ne imster.-72 houses at Wals estate: *Percy 
£8877) td., Grove-la., Handsw Birmingkam, 


of marshire. ~-Plans 


Of extensions ios In for extensive scheme 


the Clyde Navigation Trust to be 
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hg out at The Shieldhall Pmets Quay. Archi- 
Glasgow: *Holland Hannen (Scot : 
land), Ltd., “Holland and i 


Lanarkshire.—Pians ed for new f 
the Industrial ——, ae Glasgow, to be erected a 
an est. cost of at Newhouse Industrial 


Estate. Wylie, Shanks & » Wiviee (F&A), 12, connor 

yee Kelvinside, Glasgow, WC. James Barr & Sons, 

RICS. quantity surveyors, 213. St. Vincer’-st.. Glas- 
gow: *Melville, Dundas & Whitson, Ltd., Glasgow. 


London (Air Ministry).—Coniracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended October 3:— 


Building work: H. Ashton & Son, New Port 
Joinery Works, Boston-on-Humber, Lincs; Wood- 
cock Marshall & Co., Ltd., 2, Westbourne-gr. Mews, 
London, W1i; Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., Vent- 
nor House, London-st., Swaffham, Norfolk. Civil 
engineering: R. Duntnell & Sons, Ltd., Brasted, 
Kent. Renewal of concrete areas: Mowlem (Scotland), 
Ltd., 64, Frederick-st., Edinburgh, 2. Surfacing 
work: The Limmer & Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co.. 
Lid., 45, Hope-st., Glasgow. Resurfacing work: 
Tarslag, Ltd., P Dental: < Wolverhampton. Heat- 
ing and ventilating services: Norris Warming Co., 
Ltd., Burley House, Theobalds-rd., London, WC1. 
ne 2 tiled flooring: C. Jenner & Son. Ltd., 
5/9, uverie-rd. East, Folkestone, Kent. Construc- 


tion of reservoir: James & Crockerell, Ltd., Durring- 


ton, Salisbury, Wilts. Installation of pumps: Rhodes 
Brydon & Youatt, Ltd., Waterloo Engineering 
Works, Gorsey Mount-st., Stockport. 


LCC.—Construction of 45 flats in two three-storey 
— and 12 houses at Clapham Park estate, Wands- 
worth:— 


Carlton Contractors, Ltd., Woolwich . £128,572 
C. F.. Kearley, Ltd., Chiswick . . 126,189 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster.. 124,532 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham . 422,515 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd.. Wandsworth 122,230 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham. 121,971 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn 121,388 
James Longley & Co., Ltd., Crawley 115,212 


M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Lid., North 


Cheam . 114,910 
Ww. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., West- 

minster ‘5 113,953 
*Wates, Ltd., Norbury 112,850 


Architect’s ’ comparable estimate is £115.775. 


Construction of 30 flats in a five-storey block, and 
other work at Havering-st. site, Stepney:— 


W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes £87,358 
Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Enfield 75,527 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd.. Woo!wich 74,221 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich 73,766 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Dagenham 73,576 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans 72,401 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster 70,984 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham 69,709 
*H. Webb (Builders), Ltd., Gidea Park 67,608 


Arthitect’s comparable estimate is £69,006 
Construction of 38 flats in two five-storey blocks 


and other works at Dickens estate (Jamaica-rd. site), 
Bermondsey. A public-house and a laundry will be 
incorvorated in the ground floor of one of the 
blocks:— 
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Allen Fairhead & Sons, Lid., Enfield oh 10 
8S. G. & A. nbar, Lambeth .. .. 94,422 
A. T. Rantep Ltd., Tottenham .. 89,422 
J. Garlick (1910), Lid., Chelsea .. . 88,614 
Thomas & Edge, Lid., Woolwich . 88,200 
Rosh a Tompkina, Pg Sidcup $6,568 
*Rowley Bros., -. Touenham 85 

Architect's estimate is £85,241. 

Erection of three houses for groundsmen and store 
at education playing fields, Fairlop, Essex:— i 
S. C. Grover, Ltd., West £17,897 
Thomas Bates Son, Ltd., Romford 17,308 
R. J. Truscott, Ltd., HBS | 
H. C. Horswill, Forest Gate 17, 
Kind & Co. (Builders), Lid., Leytonstone .. 16,726 

Hipperson Lid 


estimate is £15,383. 
Extendine Putney ety. sec. sch., Mayfield (Wands- 
Putney):— 


Richard ogee 24 Ltd.. Westminster. . oe 
rea Fl Fg ee oe me 
F, Lambeth . .. MSI 
Thomas & — ane “Woolwich . - 
Rigg & Son, Lid., Stockwell . 4 


Ma eee 


T. Rowley (London), Ltd., “Tottenham... 320 


¢: P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn 337,520 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., .. 335,615 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Cheam 328,597 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster .. 327,737 a3 
Charles R. Price, Islington ge Sy 


Lotesiee McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park. . £98,698 
. H. Gaze & Sons, Lid., Kingston-upoo- 


er oe ae 


ba 93,699 

M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Lid., Cheam .. 88,858 

Clarke Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont .. 87,358 

E Smith (Croydon), Lid., Croydon 83,939 

Grace & Marsh, Ltd., Waddon .. 679 be 
Messrs. S. G. & A. Agombar, Norwood 81,469 e? 

E. — & Sons (Addlestone), Ltd., a 90.037 i. ¥ | 
R. “Mansell, “Ltd., Croydon 79,525 . '%y 
*Fiowitt & Co., Ltd., Wimbledon 79,145 on " “ 

Architect's comparable estimate is £83,677. : oh ae 

Construction of superstructure of Block 1 and other + + 
work at Wapping estate (Bostock-st. site), ay ae ee 
*W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd. (estimated cost, £60 ? 


Erection of Block 3 and other works at emg 


er pera, 
Si 


extension, Wandsworth: *C. Miskin & Sons 
(estimate cost, £22,800). 

Construction of Block 2 at Whitmore estate exten- 
sion, Shoreditch: *Tersons, Ltd. (estimated cost, 
£47,350). 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed 
by Metropolitan Police:— 

Ext. painting and repairs at Elstree PS and married 
quarters: *Prench Renwick, Ltd., £575. 

Ext. painting and repairs at Elizabeth House, High- 
gate: *Flesher Bros., Ltd., £1,016. 

London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended September 26:— 

Northumberland: Road W. & J. Glossop, 
Ltd., York. Nottingham : Steam heating in- 
stallation renewals, G. N. Haden & Ltd, 
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Nottingham. Hampshire: Miscellaneous, R. C. Rad- 
ford. Farnham, Surrey. a Painting and de- i. 
corating, H & Co., Louth, 2 
Lincs. Gloucestershire : ya eg Zs Cc Savage , 
& Sons, Elley, Stroud, Glos. Wiltshire: Alterations 

and additions to hutting, F. er a & Led... 

Devizes. Berkshire; Resiating of buildings. e G. 

Tuxford. Woolwich, SE18. Pembrokeshire: 

work, Hadsphaltic Construction Co., Ltd., ‘Pembroke 5 


Dock. Cheshire: Building, W. H.” Roberts (Builder 

and. Contractor), Ltd., Birkenhead. 

shire : aa gs T. Otiver coos, PW, Hosour fp i Wor. 
Sussex: 


Dae 


cester. f 
Sons, Ltd., East ee 
A. T. Rolland, 


London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW 
during week ended September 26:— 
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564 
Polish Hostel, Northwich Park, Blockley, adaptations 
to huts 97 and 105, Thos. Williams & Sons, The 


Crock, Longborough, Nr. Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos. 























UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £5 .5.0 p.a. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 





Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel. ; CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams : ‘‘ EFEMBE, Holb., London “’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





‘Hertfordshire ; 











THE BUILDER 


Letchworth National Service Hostel, 
Piximore-ave., internal and external decorations, 
Cc. & T. Painters, Ltd., Mordaunt-rd., Harlesden, 
London, NW10. 

Surrey: Golf Course, Richmond Park, rebuilding 
retaining wall, Ernest Frost, Ltd., 138a, Merton-rd., 
London, SW18. Bagshot, erection of telephone 
repeater station, Crosby & Co., Ltd., Lion Works, 

est-st., Farnham, Surrey. 

Manchester.—New shops and offices at Princess-st., 
for Pearl Assurance Co., Ltd.: *R. Carlyle, Elsinore- 
rd., Trafford Park, Manchester. 

Mansfield.—50 non-traditional houses at Ladybrook 
estate, for BC: *Adam Eastwood & Sons, Ltd. (ex- 
tension to contract). 

Mansfield Woodhouse.—88 houses at Cox’s-la. 
estate, for UDC: *Sweeney & Palmer, Ltd., Notting- 
ham, £113,162. 

North Riding.—Erection of jun. sch. at Eastfield, for 
Ed. Com.: *E. Hunter, Scarborough, £38,301. 

Nottingham.—New dye house at Langley Mill, for 
Aristoc, Ltd.: *F. Sisson & Sons, Ltd., Cromford-rd., 
Langley Mill. 

Oakham.—Eight houses at Braunston, 
tC. Spence & Son, £11,516. 

Penrith.—Six houses at Plumpton, for RDC: *Arm- 
strong & Sons, Sandgate House, Penrith. 

Ripon.—121 houses at Lead-la., for TC: *Schofield 
(Builders), Ltd., St. Bedes, Hornsea, Yorks. 

St. Pancras.—Works for MBC. 106 flats at Regent’s 


for RDC: 








HOUSES ARE 


CHEAPER sno WARMER 


BUILT WITH 


BROAD-AGHESON 


LOADBEARING BLOCKS 


BROAD & CO. LTO., PADDINGTON, W.2 








9 e 
Boyle’s ~~ Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2878 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
































October 9 i953 
Park area ‘‘ A’ (Blocks B2 "9): 
£206,670. and C2): *Tersons, Lig. 


. 214 dwellings and shops ; 
“C"") first contract:— at Regent's Park (Are 


Dove Bros., Ltd. 
Tersons, Ltd. .. a £109 B43 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. .. iets. 
F. & H. F.’ Higgs, Ltd. an 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd. ie 
Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd. tase 
*John Laing & Son, Ltd. .. ee 
61 flats at Plender-st. housing scheme:— om 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd. .. £143.25) 
Trollope & Colls, Ltd. aa 
Harry Neal, Lid. ion 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd. ia 
Tersons, Ltd. .. SG 4 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd 139/187 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. .. : 139,021 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd. 138, 136 
*Richard Costain, Ltd... 134.973 


Salford.—18 flats at Cumberiand-st., f ‘BC: 
Construction Co., Ltd., Knutsford, £32810 (ue 
to Ministry approval). ; 


Sedgley.—69 houses at Monument-la. site Ipc 
*Baker Bros. (Builders), Ltd., Kenee 
Gornall, Sedgley, £96,338. ’ 


South Shields.—Erection of 529 houses / 
Simonside, for TC: *Myton, Ltd., Hull. apes 


Standish.—12 flats at Almond Brook si ) 
*Unit Construction Co., Ltd., tego S Aas 


Stockport.—54 flats at Brinnington estate, for BC 
*Hy. Boot & Sons, Ltd., Banners C j Eccles- 
hall-rd., Sheffield 11. =— 

Swinton.—32 flats at Clifton neighbourh 
for TC: *Lanes Construction Co. Chenin id 
57, Barton-rd., Swinton, £29,096. 106 houses a 

ospital-rd. estate: *Geo. Wim & ver 
Salford, £133,280. oe eae 

Warminster-Westbury (Wilts).—Erection of 10 houses 
at Crockerton, for RDC: *T. Holdoway & Sons, Ltd 
Westbury, £12,962. 

Watford.—Six shops and _ maisonettes, School 
Mead, Hillside estate, Abbots Langley, for BC. F.C 
Sage, AMICE, MIMunE, BE&S. *Bury Building Co 
Cannonsbridge House, Bury-st., Ruislip, £31,448. 

‘ord.—Six shops and maisonettes, Tolpits-la 
Holywell estate, for . F. C. Sage, AMICE 
MIMunE, BE&S. *S. & K. Darvill, Lid., 14, & 
James-rd., Watford, £32,982. 

Wolverhampton.—Houses at Wednesfield estate, for 
TC: *Nathan Hyde, 6, Clatemont-rd., Sedgley, 
£122,999 (100); *Leo McLean, Cartwright-st., Wolver- 
hampton, £35,427 (30). Temporary branch library 
My “ame of Old Heath-rd. and Willenhall-rd.: *Direct 
-abour. 
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SCAFFOLDING CL" 


SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9. HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office : Works: E 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDG 
. E.C.1 KENT 
. MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 
at 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 
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